The Volunteer

AND MILITARY AND NAVAL GAZETTE.

eview

eyttt et guptmis s iy - a ap n &

3 Journal Deboted to the Ynterests of the Rlilitary and Habal Jmtrs of !y ﬂmmnwn of Cuedn

VoL, VI,

OTTAWA,

(CANADY,) MOXNDAY, APRIL

15,

e

1872, No. 16.

THE INVASION OF CANADA IN 1874

an—

WRITTRN IN 1900 BT A RETIRED MULITIAMAN.

———

Concluded from paye 171,

Ho avaded capture, howover, by retreat-
ingdown the banlk of the Ottawa River,
being deterrod from crossing the country by
tho sxamps lands in Prescott and Russell;
Blunderingalong, with little or noknowledge
of the country, he was pursued and many
prisoners taken. The muin body, however,
evaded capturo till near Alexandra whore
belng confronted with a hasty levy of the
hardy Highlanders of Stormont- and Glen-
garry, helaid down his arms on the 23rd
inst., without showing fight.

Our force Leing no longer immaediately re-
quired in that neighbourhood, marched for
Montreal, reaching that place with 6000 pris
oners on the 30th inst. There for tho pro-
sent wo must leave them to return to opera-
tions in Ontario,

During nearly tho whole of July we lay
idle, or rather wo did no fighting. It was
busy idleness otherwise. On the 23th intel
ligence was received from Collingwood that
alargo flotilla of gunboats and transports
had passed the straits of Mackinaw. suppos-
ol to be an oxpedition to operate on Toronto
from the rear. Our two Lake Huron gun-
boats had lelt Goderich with a veiw to in
tercept thom, but too late, for on the 30th
they effected a landing at Penetanguishene.
Our Collingwood force at once rutired to
Barrie,

On recoipt of this information ourGeneral
hurried to Toronto, without, however, weak-
ening tho forces on'the Erie Frontier. It
wag well ho did not doso, foron the 3lst
the onomy landed in force at Fort Erio, Chip:
pewa, Porl Maitland, Windsor and Sarnin,
driving in our outposts, and capturing two
Regiments of tho 1st Brigado at Port Col-
borne and Port Robinson. So well had they
kept their socrot, and so completely wore
wo lulled to security, that the latter were
taken literally without a shol being fired,
the outpost at Chippawa being surprisea,
and their uniforms worn by tho enemy to
decleve our sentrics. Marching rapidly on
St, Catharines, our forces weroe obliged to ro-

tire to Jordan destroying the Bridg. at that
place. This gained them a little time for
the enemy were close on their heels. The
Ist Division was moved to Culedonia, the
junction of the [lumiltonsnd Port Dover
und Grand Trunk Railways; sending a Bri-
gade to Juarvis, the crossing of the Canada
Southern. Qutposts were pushed forward to
the Grand River at Cayugs, and other points
where tho niver was bridged, with instrue
tions to hoid them if possible; and, if not,
to destroy them. During this time the
enemy was receiving strong re enforcements
until at last they must have been 40,000 or
30 000strong. Thiz force was divided into
ihree columns. On the 5th Auvgust they
commenced (o move, one on tho eastside
of the Gmand River, another on the lines of
tbe Grand Trank and Groat Southern Rail
roads, and tho third on the line of the Great
Western and tho table Iend which forms the
old luke ridge.

Our outposls velired biefors them, destroy-
ing tho bridges as thoy crossed, and falling
back on Hamilton. 1lere wo were jrined by
the first Brigade. A hasty council nas held,
in tho absence of the General commanding
and it was determined that Iumilton was
indefensible; so tho Desjardins canul was
crossed, the Bridges destroy ed, and a strong
position taken up on the Flamboro side of
Burlington By, Meautime we had heard
with the deepest regret, thit the eucmy
landing at Saniy, iving deiven back the
Ist Brigade 2nd Division on the line of the
Grand Trunlk towards Stratford, hnd dividew
into wwo columns, ono pursuingour retiving
forces, tho other marching on London divect
encountering the 3rd Brigade, 2ud Division
hastily assembled from its outposts at Dort
Stanley, and Burwell and forcing them to ve
tiro towards Stratford. Here they joincd
tho 1st Brigade, and Reserve Militia some
5000 strong, there assombled, und resolved
an the defenceof the place.

Meantime, the 2ud Brgade were 1ot so
fortunato, being cut off by the occupation
of Landon. On finding out their situation
the Brigado disbanded, many of tho men
finding thoir way to their lomesin the
vicinity, and concoaling thelr armsand doth-
jng till & futuro opportunity ; theremeinder,
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some 500 strong, being taken prisoners,
with all the baggage and stores.  The guns
of tho battery had been thrown into tho
Thames, and a lirge quantity of ammuni
tion secreted in the woods,  Afler this cap.
ture the magnitude of which was ineressed
an hundred foldin the American papers, the
enemy’s column landing at Wind-or reached
London, joined forces with the columun al
veady there, and marched on Stratford, ar-
riving before that place oh the Sth August.
On that day the 2nd Division, finding them-
selves greatly outnumbered, anid fearing
to be cut off, retived on Guelph. This re
treat was counducted in a masterly man
ner, and with gieat sucsess. Thus it will
be seen that the enemy bad possession
of the entire Western Peninsula, while our
Army hal not boen able 1o stnke 2 decizive
blow.

We were now estaublistied on ngood defen
sive line, stretebing from Burlington Bay to
Guelph, our foices consistiag of the 1st, and
2ud Division Active, 3 Divisions of Reserve Mi-
litia, and one Division of Regulars, in nll num
bering some 25,000 mcn. In {ront, on the
Hamnlton sido, tho encmy numbered boul
33,000, at Guolph 10,000, a1 at Paris 5000.
As we were operating ou interior lines, how
ever the dispatity nas na +0 groat an it
seems.

On the 11th we hend that the enomy'd
force operating on the north of Torouto,
being met near Bantie by ouv traops, hiad
retired towards Penctanguishene, and were
beiug hurd pressud, our forces outnumber
ing then: It was evidont that their attemapt
was premature, as ther forco was too small
to make head agaibst numbers. Toour
great joy, our General joined us on thenight
of tho 11th, haying been delayed at Toronto
arranging for fresh lines, and forwardingsup
plies.  On that night the cnemy made ade
wonstration iu front, to cover an attack on
our batteries cn the heights guarding the
Burlington Canal,

We were well prepared, and gave them a
warm recopion. Atdaylight they abandoa
ed the attempt, and retired. Their loss «t
the Beach was {rightful, the pusange being
narrow and difficalt, and thoroughly coverad
by our gubs.




