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and killed botween two aud threo hundred
of thom—unarmed and in the act of asking
quarter. Lotd Cornwallix now determined (o
retire from Ilillsborough, partly becauso ho
could no longer subsist his troops in the
neighborhood, and partly from the great dis.
courageniont given to the loyalists by the
massacro of Pyle's cemmand ; 1t was deemed
oxpedient to take up n position between the
Haw and Deep Rivers to cover the country
about Cross Crack which was said to contain
a large number of reputed loyalists,

The American army baving croweld the
Haw near its source, took pust hotween
‘Troublesome Creek and Leedy Fork, both
tributaries of the Haw (which is itsell the
chief tributary of the Capio Fear River). thus
interpoging between the British and the Dan
and rendering a retreat by their former line
of advancy impossible, as well as covering
their own lino of communication with Vir.
ginis. Want of reliable information provent-
ed Lord Cornwallis from compelling Generanl
Greeno to fight in an unfavorable position,
or by moving again on Hillisborougls cut off
his communications and by driving him

* towards the northwest compel him to disband
his forces—so dangerous was hi. position
that ho changed it every night lest he shenld
be attacked.

On the 6th of March the British aimv
passed Allemance Creek and marchea on
Reedy Fork; tho Americans received euly
intelligence and hastily crossed the creck
aund ondeavored to make a stand at Wetzell's
Mill, but were routed with vonsiderable
slaughter; General Greene hostily retreated.
Noattermpt was made o the pat of the
British to improve tlis advantage, a move-
ment on High Rock Ford on the Haw wonld
have obliged General Greene to tight without
his reinforcements, or enabled the Diitish
General to cut off or di-ner-a those m detail
besides seizing the stores and wnmunition on
the way to the American mimy, but evil or
designing advisers were counselling him to
mova to Deep River for the purpo-a ol cov-
ering the King’s friends, whereas of' tha pur-
suit of the American army had be:n contin-
ued for forty-cight hows all their stores
could have been captured and their troops
destroyed in defail.  Tnstead of this a retio-
grade movement to the Deep River allowed
General Greene to receive reinforcements
which raised his army to 7009 men and en-
able bim to take up » position at Reedy Fork
pushing forwards his light troops to attack
theBritish rear as it crossed a branch of Deep
River. On the 1&th the Royal army encamyp-
ed at the Quakers Meeting House.

It now became a matter of impurtance to
General Greene to bring the British artuy to
action, and ho therefore moved his whole
force to Guildford Court Ilouse, within 12
miles of the British position—prudence and
sound policy combind to urge tho American
commander to ihis course of action—he
knew the weakness of the British force—that
they had no chance of succor, and a defeat

would bo their uttor destruction, while on
his part his troops were nmongst friends a
defent would bo no advantage to his op.
ponentswhose loss in action would materially
weaken their force and scriously impedo
future operations if not compel them to
evacuato both North and Soutlt Caroling, ac-
tion was thereforo advisable under every cir-
cumstance,

“Toid Cornwallis finding by Gen. Graeno's
rovements that an action was inevitable, on
the cvening of the 14th March sont forward
his Laggage to Bell's Mill on, Deep River, and
at dawn on the 15th put his aymy m motion
towards Guildford Court House, about four
miles from that point the advanced guards
of loth armies met, when a sharp skirmish
ensued which ended in tho retreat of the
JAmericans; meanwhile General Greene drow
up his troops in a very advantageous possi-
tion in three lines. The fivst line were drawn
up in rear of a cleaving about 300 yards in
length, Loth flanks Lemng covered by woods,
two six-pounders wero stationed to the right
of the centre on and comamanding the main
road to the Court Ifouse, a heavy rail fenco
ran across the clearing behwd which the
front line was drawn up. Tho second line
was about 400 yards in tho roar of the first,
it was drawn up in tho woads parallel to the
latter. The road to Reedy Fork joins the
high road from Salishwy to Guddfoid Court
House, a short wstance below the Court
House and in advanco of it and nearly parv.
allel to the road the thivd line of American
regular troops wero drawn up behind a clear-
ing in such & manner that the flank. wereo
drawn Lack from the centre so that the two
brigades of whick it was composed should
each have a separate front; two six-pounders
were placed on & small eminence command.
ing the rcad ; this line was near 600 yards in
the rear of the second line. Tha cavalry with
some light infantry and riflemen covered
Loth flanks. As soon as the British colunmn
appeared in sight of the American first line
a cannonado was begun from the two six
pounders posted on the rvad in their centre,
and was § mncdiately answered by the British
artillery under cover of which the dispoyi-
tions for attack was male— by theowing the
British regiments forward with a single #ixe
supported by hght infantry, and the cav Iy in
column being unable to deploy owingz tx the
heavy timber in which they were diawn up—
an immedizto advanee was ordered and tho
open ground in front cro~sed under a galling
fire of artillery, whilo the mihtia reserved
thetr fire till the Royal troops were within 150
yards, but nothing could check tho advance,
the Americans withdrew their artillery and
the nulitia repeated their fire, ~till the then
searl:t liar moved onj at last a volley fivn
the whole line and a rapid bayonet charge
which the Americans did not wait to receive
but fell back Lehind their second line— this
being drawn up in Lroken and wooded grown
impeded the advance of the British, but at
length their fine was also hroken and diyen

baolcon the third line—during this opeiation
tho retreating militia had diverged to the
right and loft causing the DBritish flanks to
open from tho centre, but the reserve was
moved into lino- Ly this timo the British left
had reached »ad attacked tho right of the
third line, Lt after a severe struggle being
outflanked weroe forced back across a ravine
where they wero onabled to hold their
ground;. the centro having reached the open
ground in front of the Court Iouse attacked
tho left of the third line and seized tho two
six pounders comsmanding the road, but were
driven back ammd forced over the clearing by
a bedy of American regular troops who re-
took tho guns, and, then, as if astounded at
their own suceess, foll back to their onginal
position. A portin of tho British reserve
coming up at this juncture, and the artillary
opening on the Americans, whilo t! 1 cavalry
began to emorgo from the woods, and the
left flank Leing turned tho regular iroops
rotreated leaving in thoe honds of the British
four pieces of artillery (six.pounders) and
1400 stand of arms. The militia of the first
und second lmes continued a desultory fight
with tho right wing of the Britich troops long
after the left and centroe or the American
army was broken and driven off the field,
they were finally dispersed by arapid charge
of Tmrleton’s dragoons,

‘The British loss in this action amounted to
93 killed, 413 wounded and 26 missing. The
loss of the Amoricans was officially stated at
50 killed, 377 wounded and 1046 missing,
but noreturnsare given of the North Carolina
brigades which formed the first line und
fought in the second, and as nearly 30" dead
were counted on the field of action their loss
must have reached one thousand men.

‘The beaten army retreated to the Iron
Works on Troublesome Creclk some 15 miles
from the ticld of battle. The Britishalthough
conquerors were in 3 miserable plight, with.
out provisions, tents, or any shelter or com.
fort. 1t 1isa wmatter of considerable astonish
ment to the military student to imagine what
possible object the Brilish General could
have in prosacuting such a hare-brained ex
pedition—on the day of the action his troops
wera marched 12 miles without anything to
eat, they foughtall day, and on the 16th had
one quarter of a pound of flour and the same
amount of lean beef por may—such soldiers
could not be bLeaten, but it is a pity that
their energies wero not employed on a more
effective field of action.

This victory had so cou pletely crippled
the British force that any forward movement
was out of the question, and it became of the
utmost importance to retreat to a position
whero supplies could be obtained; accord
ingly about 70 of the worst cascs of wounded
nien wero left under a flag of truce at the
Quakers Mecting Iouse, and on the 18th
Mareh the Dritish troops retreated towards
Cross Creek.

During the action the Americanslosta

favorable opportunity for achioving a cont:




