'IHE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE NEW MILITIA ACT AND THE
QUESTIONS OF DISCIPLINE UNDER 1T

To the Editor of 'Tuie VorLuNTEER RuVIRW.

Stk :—~Thero appeared in your issuo of the
Oth instant, an ably written lotter over the
signturo ‘‘ Militiaman,” laudavory of the
new Militia Act, but animadverting on the
power to make Regyulutions conforred on the
Commander-in Chief by the 94th clause, and
especially on the heading of the new Enlist-
weat Rolls.

I am not so much concerned to controvert
your correspondent’s objoctions to this op-
tion, as to take exception to a principle
which ho evolves clsewhere.  But T doubt
if the authoritics have really excecded the
powers entrusted to them in thus apparent-
ly ignoring what your correspondent nssumes
to be the option of the six months notice,
The Sth clause appears to me to bo of an en-
tirely nogative ®ature. It debars a Volun-
teer from quitting his company without the
six months’ notice, but it concedes no right
of demanding’ a discharge on giving that
notice.

The privilege created oy the clause is one
of possibility, not of right and the permis-
sion to useitis evidently intended to be
coatingent on particular circamstance, such
as those of a man quiting the Dominion, or
his Battalion District, under the necessity of
prowdmg for his subsistence.

Every Volunteer knows that such reason.
able claims are not, and cannot be, ever
ignored. Butovery Volunteer Officor knows
that the right to demand a discharge ot six
months’ sitaply constitutes the service z six
months Force. 1 confess that before my
attention was drawn to the more careful

consideration of the Act, 1 was under thej:

impression that it perpetuated the error of
its predecessor in this respect, and rejoice
to perceive that my apprehensions had less
foundation than I imagined.

Indeed I am disposed to admit, with your
correspondent, that the Act is, on the whole
one fairly adapted to the present interests
of the country; bnt he is very much mistak-
en if he imagines that it is generally looked
upon with the favor with which he regards
it.

It is not my present purpose to point out
what I consider to beits great defects. I
fear it is possible that they might be points
which svould commend themselves to your
correspondent. In one partisular at least]
am unfortunate enough to hold an opposite
opinion; for I conceive a large discretionary
power to make Rogulations to be one of the
very best features of a messare which from
its looso construction, is suscoptible of—in~
deed requires—much interpretation and
amendment, which last I believe it will
rective during tho next Session of Parlin-
ment.

Practically the heading of the enrolment

lists appears to workeno such damage to the

lmc o as ‘‘ Militiaman” apprehonds So ﬁu'
as my experionce of re-enrollment goes, tho
terms of tho obnoxious heading have been
unanimously accopted, by the men present
at the musters of companies specially or-
dained for explanation of* the terms of tho
Act, and this unanimity, or something very
nearly approaching it, scems by published
accounts from localilies beyond my personal
oxperionce, to be gener..l. ‘T'hisleads moto
& oonsideration of that axiom of your corres-
pondent the justice of which I chiefly feel
1t to be an absolute duty to the Force to
bring in question.

I think thon, that when “Ml]thnn’ as-
serts that ¢ Tho Canadian Soldior will sub-
“mit to just so much military discipline
“and no more, as will enable him
“to act with his meighbors in defence of
“their common rights and individual pro-
“ perty,” ho does injustico to tho law-abid-
ing spirit of his countrymen, and narrows
down to a captious, suspicious and unwilling
acquiescenca in an implied burdensome duty
tho freo liberality of sontiment with which
thoe Volunteer really, in ninety-nine case out
of a hundred, enters upon his self imposed
duty.

Were I to carry out the proposition to its
legitimate consequence, I should scarcely
avoid the conclusivu that the amountof dis
cipline to which each individual would
choose tosubmitwould be exactly that which
woul 1 appear right in his own oyes, as ul-
must overy man cerects in his own mind his
oivn standard of the necessities of the case
and the result would be a chaos of self opin-
ion and insubordination.

‘TheaverageCanadian has however {oomuch
knowledgo and sound sonse not to bo aware
that, to produce effectivo combination,every
man must bo content to surrénder a reason-
able portion of his own will—to place in
abeyance part of his own idiosynecracy—for
the general good. And, in effeet, hedoesso
whenever his military dutiés’ requive the
sacrifice, to & remarkable exteunt.

It is true that occasionally a narrow iden
incident to a want of onlarged*'experience
will maonifest itself. For instance, I have
known members of a country company,
under the crude idea that they were amen-
able only to the authority of their own offi-
cers, demur {o the correction of some slight
irregularity by other oflicers of the Battalion
but this little village feeling (so to speak) is
ousily dissipated by an explanation of the
relations which each man in a regiment bears
to the whole.

In fact the Canadian Volunteer,] am proud
to believe, would care little to belongto a
body deficient 1 proper striciness,and con-
sequently open to the imputation of being
below tho average of smdrtness and effi-
ciency, and we are sure that no officet ivould
care to belong to one whose members were
not amenable to the discipline requisite to
maintain it at that average.

But cven were it otherwise—~were that

\:ovnmnn k'l

lmbxt of self nbnegutwn in the cause o'
duty which goes so far to make a nation iy
vincible —wanting—it 18 now acknowledge
on all hands to bea duty imperativo oy
every man 1 the Dominion to bear his shar,
in putting his country in such a defen-ive
position i will render hor very formidabl,
te attack, a: 5 although much consideration
is duo to tho man who voluntarly lightens
tho goneral burden of servicoe which wouly
otherwise bear equally on all, tho duty onc,
undertaken could nevor bho allowed to by
performed according to individual taste o
caprice.

Iam no advocate of a harsh discipline, |
have no desire to see such relations as exi
between Regulars and their Officers obtaiy
among Volunteors,or to see Volunteers kam
pered with half the restriotion to which Reg
ulgrs aro subject, even woro these thing
possiblo; but I maintain that to fulfil wi(,
efficiency the conditions of even s very mii
military service, and the requirements of th:
country, something moroe is reqttisite tha
submission to just so much military discip-
line, and no more, as will enable a man 1
act with his neighbors in defence of the
common rights.

A little consideration will suffice to shes
that it is next to impossible that every me
sbould have the liberty of a choice of lead
ors. Suppose his captain happen to be th:
man of his choice, what is to happen if ki
colonel, who, 1f the volunteer belongtoa
country company,is probably a man of whox
heknowslittle,does not meet hisapprobatis
Such a state of things would be contrary i,
the whole spirit of military organization.

Equally untenable is the prinaple thy
a voluntecr shouid be at liberty to len
Ins corps whenever he may be dissatisfisd
Practically no captain cares to keep a dy
satisfied man, but to accord the right i
leave whenever discontented would be
open the door to the gmtxﬁwuon of evey
passiag caprice.

And what is thoamount of sarvice to guai
against the contingencies of which ity
necessary to erect sostrong a Bill of Rights'
Sixteen days drill in the year,which althoog
in some cases, ordqud at an inconvenie!
season jast year, is unlikely to be so gz
Besides this there are probably somo eigs
or ten meetings (apart from target) atotke
periods during the year. On all these o
casions the convenienco of the Voluntewrs
(as is only right) consulted to the uims
possible extent. And these onerous duie
need last no longer than three years.

In fino the working of the Force, so fars
my cxperiencs or information goes, is of &
cheerful and kindly a nature that we fed
a little surprise thut it should have occurnd
to any one of the ovident knowledge ud
ability of your correspondent, 10 raise pois
of & nature calculated to excite dissatisfs
tion, on the false basis of an erroncous e
timate of the rights conceded and the &
gations imposed by the Act. There s,




