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THE ELIXIR OF LIFE.

PARAGRAPH has been making
the rounds of the papers during
the silly season to the effect that an
crunent scientific man has discovered
a fluid extracted from the bodies of ani
mals which is potent, when introduced
into the human system, to renew and
rejuvenate the body and to avert decay
and death, ‘This announcement, of
course, affords a topic for humourous
remarks, and is a suitable text for the
editor of the funny column to exetcise
his wit upon, At the same time, the
attentisn with which this incredible
statement is received is significant,
and may serve as a text not merely for
witty but for serious thoughts,

The question of prolonging mortal
years and postponing death 1s one of
universal interest. Love of Ifr and
dread of death are common to the
race ; and the man who, by his own
act, deliberately cuts short his carthly
cateer, is very genenally regarded as a
tunatic. With all its wicissitudes of
sorrow and weakness, of suffering and
pain, lfe is dear to 1ts possessor.
Notwithstanding the stnfe and the
struggle, the toil and hardship often
necessary for its maintenance, vety
rare, indeed, and very desperate 15
the case which dehberately chooses
the easier path of self destruction.
Even in non-Christian couantries, where
the standard value of human life is
lower than ours, and the number of
suicides is large, the percentage to the
entire population is comparatively
very small. Some philosophers of to-
day assert that decay and death are a
part of Natuge's great plan; that to die
is as nateral 2 to be born, Holy
Scripture tells us that death is the pen.
alty of sin. The very fact of the uni-
versal recoil from dissolution on the
part of man points to the truth of ths,
If death were as natural to man as eat-
ing or sleeping, human instincts would
not oppose it so strenuously as they
do.« What the condition of this wotld
would be had man not fallen from
holiness and had sentence of death not
been passed upon the race, it is impos-
sible to conjecture. 1t is equally vain
and unprofitable to speculate on the
result to humanity under its present
conditions of depravity, were it possible
that sentence could be averted by the
skill or discovery of man. It s not
only nght and wise, but it 1s a clamant
duty to use every rational means to se-
cure physical health and to prolong
this God given human life. It 1s hon-
outing to the Dhvine Giver and 1n ac-
cordance with His law, as well as fol-
lowing a strong—pethaps the strongest
—natural instinct to strive to preserve
hife.

But we need to bear in mind that
is not all of Lifc to ive. 'The fiat has
gone forth, and *‘thou shalt surely
die” is written against every child of
fallen Adam, but the glorious privilege
remains to evely Christian of making
the brief allotted span as full of beauty
and of happiness as it is possible to
make it under the blight and curse of
sin's environment. The clixir of life
will never be discovered, but the sceret
of life unending and perfect is within
the grasp of every child of carth to
whom has come the glad tidings of
salvation through Him who has broken
the bonds of death and risen victorious
vves the grave,

4| connected with the religious o higher

SUNDAY STREET OARS

PTYHE Iorld of this city is busy try:|

Ing to work up an agitation in
favour of Sunday strcet cars, and to
that ¢nd has interviewed a number of
people as to their opinions on the sub-
ject. It bas also openedits columnsto
correspondents who, for the most part,
level their sneers at “the Sabbata-
rians ” from the safe ambush of anon-
ymity. A large number of those inter.
viewed pronounce in favour of the
change, but we do not recogniz¢ many
names as thote of men promunently

social hife of the commumty. A number
of such, however, have been interviewed
and with very few caceptions they pro
test strongly against the introduction of
the Sunday ar,

By way o widing the movenient the
specious plea is wiged that the cars are
needed 1o assist people m getung to
church, What nuasense | The poor
man for whose bencfit the pleas made,
probably walks three times the distance
cvery morng to s daily werk and
then hume again at night, and does not
gramble, It 1s not the distance that
keeps um from church if he does not
gonow, And, if he 15 not willing to go
now, it may safely be aftirmed he would
not go if the street car were (0 convey
lum free to the church door, which 1s
not proposed to be done.  We venture
to think that if an nvestigation were
made 1t would be found that the per.
centage of church goers 1s larger in To-
ronto than 1n aties where the Sunday
street car runs its nowsy way all day
long,

Thelother plea that the Sunday car
would enable the poor, tired, over-
worked, labourtng man, his wife and
children totake a breath of fresh airas
just as specious as the first.  What the
working man and his wife need every
week, and what they now have, is not
morg fresh air but an opportunity to
stit down with their families in the quiet
of their own homes on the Lord's Day.
Does any one imagine that they would
be any more rested or benefited ment-
ally, moraily or physically by a jaunt to
the Izsiand or the parks 1n quest of
wotldly pleasure? Let the Continental
Sunday or the Crucagn Sunday answer,

An attempt, we understand, 1s to be
wade to induce the people by a plebi-
scite to declate in favour of the Sunday
street cars.  We have no fear as to the
answer f the people have a proper
opportunity to pronounce upon 1t. The
solid sober sense of the city—labouring
tnan not excluded—will decide against
theattempted innovation—andthat, teo,
without taking the high ground requited
bythe Commandment—*""Rememberthe
Sabbath Day to keep it holy” The
orld may as well give up its attempt
to introduce the Contifiental Sunday
here, Toronto will have none of it. It
wants neither the Sunday street carnor
the Sunday newspaper,

MR. AND MRS. MORTON.

HE visit of Rev. John Motton and

Mrs. Mortos, of our Trinidad
Mussion, to ‘T'oronto, on their way home
1o Nova Scotia for a brief furlough, has
afforded a very pleasant opportunity to
many of our city rcaders to rencw ac
quaintance with them after an absence
of six years. To those who have had
the pleasure of mecting them, either on
this or their previous visit, it is not
necessary to say that they are worthy of
tove and respect not only for them-
selves but their work’s sake.

It 1s now twenty-one years since Mr.
Morton, accompanied by his wife went
out as the first missionaly of the Pres-
byterian Church of Nova Scotia to 'rin-
idad. ‘Their special object was to bring
the Gospel to the Coolie population on
that Istand. For three years they lab
oured alone until they were joined by
Rev, ¥. J. Grant, another able and de-
voted worker, who has been spated to

give eighteen years of faith(ul and suc
cesstul labour amongst the same people.
As Mr. Morton mentions, 1n the report
of the Foreign Mission Committee pre-
sented to the late General Assembly,
the hopelessness with which their effonts
were at first regarded has fargely passed
away. The onc school of three
children has grown to thirty-four schools
with 2,000 pupils, some of them being
held n large and comfortable school
houses which serve also aslocal chapels,
These with five respectable churches
and four onganized congregations cover
the ground that was unbroken twenty
one years ago. In 1888 the baptisms
were 272 and number of commu icants
382, The contributions of the converts

for the year amounted to $1,904. For

theze manifest tokens of divine favour
not only the missionaries but the whole
Church, have reason gratetully to thank
God.

Duning their short stay m this cuy
Mr. and Mis. Morton have been hept
vary busy  Amungst other engage-
ments that they filed, Mr. Morton
addressed a meeting in Central Preshy-
tenan church, on Wednesday evening
of last week ; on Monday evening Mese
Morton addressed the Young Women's
Christian Guild and on Tuesday even
ing both Mr. and Mrs. Morton address-
ed o mass meeting of the various Pres.
byterian congregations in the city in
Kuox church,  On all these oceasions
the addresses were heard with great
pleasure and profit.  Yesterday they
left for Nova Scotis, with the mtention
of making shot calls on friends in
Kingston and Gananoque by the way
They eapeet to return to Trinidad in
November of this year. Qur readers
will unite with us in wishing for these
honoured missionaries the blessinge of
heaith and strength, safe return to therr
beloved field of labour and continued
success i giving to the emigrants of
India the same blessed Gospel which
another band of Christian workers of the
same Church 1s giving, in obediepee to
the same command, to their brethren on
ther native shores.

——th ¢ S+ P——

ADVANCEMENT QOF
SCIENOE.

HE thinty-eighth annual meeting of
the American Associatiun for the
Advancement of Science, mill be held
m this city, August 27th to Sept, jih
prox. The morning and afternoon
mectings will be held in the Univernity
Buildings, Queen’s Park, The Asso-
ciation will be cailed to order 1n Gen-
eral Session at 10 a.m., on Wednesday,
August 28th, in Convocation Hall, by
the President, Msjor J. W. Powell, of
Washington, who will resign the chair
to the President-clect, Professor F. M.
Mendenhall, of Terre Haute, Ind.
After the adjournment of the Genetal
Session, the sections will organize n
therr respective halls. In the afier
noons the sections will meet, and the
Vice-Presidents dehiver their addresses,
In the eveming Major Powell will de-
liver thie Presidential address in the
Pavilion, Horticultural Gardens. The
meetings of the sections will be held on
the follomng days (except Saturday
and Sunday) until Tuesday night, when
the concluding General Session will
take place. During the week two popu-
lar tectures, complimentary to the ati-
zens of ‘Toronto, will be piven by
prominent members of the Association,
The local committee in charge of the
arrangements, of which Charles Carp-
mael, Esq., M.A., Meteorclogical Ob-
servyjory, is the President; James Bain,
jry Esq., City Librarian, Treasurer, and
Prof. Loudon, M.A., Toronto Univer-
sity, is the Secretary, have nade com-
plete arrangements for the comfort and
convenience of the visiting members of
the Association duting their stay in the
city, and for full reports of the proceed.
ings.
The meeting of the Association pro-
mises to be of very great interest, and
cannot but be conducive to the desel.

opment of the intellectual lie of the
country.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

THE Toronto Glede has been looking
into the matter of exemption from tax-
ation as it aflects this city, and has
arnved at the stanthing conclusions,
that the amount of property exempt
from taxation is nearly $70,000,000,
and that the exemptions increase faster
than the assessable property. As might
have been expected, the bulk of the
exemptions, after excluding Government
{Dominion and Provincial) propernty,
and city propetly, is to be found in
connection with the vatious religious
bodies. Taking the five gteat denomi-
nations, it is found that the total pro-
perty owaed by them and exempted, is
$2,915 133, the balance, $214,975, be-
ing spread over the minor rcligious
denominations. The comparative state-
ment is as follows.—Anghcan, $og5,-
078, Methodist, $837,117; Presbyte-
rian, $702,254; Bapust, 229.391; Con-
gregational, $15¢,203.  The total value
of Prot:stant church property excmpted,
is $3,130,108, of Roman Catholic,
$1,158,217, exclusive of Separate
schools, which is $30.571. In view of
the Convention to be held in this city
next October to consider the whole
question of tax-cxemption, the Glode
has done well to give an illusization of
the enormous cxtent to which the sys-

tem of exemption is capable of devels
oping when unrestrained, and the in
justice that is thercby done to the
tax-payer. ‘T'he country that tolerates
and pcrpetustes such abuses as have
grown up in our midst, is not treading
the path of wisdom or safety. I is
high time that the whole system of
tax-cxemption shou'd be swept away,

Tue following paragraph 1s goiagthe
rounds of the papers t-=

Mrs Hattie Glbson Heron, wife of Rev,
Dayvid eron, late of Jonestoro, Tenn,, s
under condemnaiion to desth in Corea, for
teaching the doctrines of Christianity, She
was the most beautiful woman fn East Ten-
nessce,  Rev, David Heron, a wellhnown
Presbyterlan minlster, went 1o Corea about
three years ago, Mra Heron joining her hus-
Land afew weeke faters  Mrs, Heron preached
the Gospel as well as her husband, and was
the means of conventing a nobleman in Corea,
who bLepan preaching Christianity, The Eme
pracr bad Mrs, Heton anested andthrown into
prison.  Her case was investigated, and tinally
the sentence of death was passed.,

Aithough we placed no credence m
the report, it is satisfactory to he as
sured that it is without foundation,
The following cablegram was recenea
at Washington, July 25th :—

Srour, Conra, July 2 ik,
Witarrox, Washington
Repott concenmng Mrs. Heron wholly with

out foundation.
{Signed) Dixssore,

Ihere seems to be some one connected
with the oress burcau of the Umited
States who takes a wicked pleastre in
sending out periodically sensational
stories respecting missionatics.  QOuly
« few months ago 1t was cireulated that
a2 nsing of the natives near Canton
had taken place, and that Miss Sophia
Preston, of Waitshr rg, Washington
Terntory, with other missionaries, had
been brutally massacred.  After a few
weeks of terrible anxiety and suspense,
the relatives of Miss Preston were -
formed that the report of her death
was a4 hoax. The United S ates au-
thorities would do themselves credit by
hunting down these sensation-mongers,
and putting a summary stop to their
raalicious tricks by giving them a few
weeks' cxpenience of prson dict and
hard fabour.

In advance of the Church Blue
Book, which we understand may be
expected shortly, the Reports of the
boreign Mission Committee, the Home
Mission Committee, and the Church
and Manse Building Committee with
such portion of the Home Mission
Report as refates to Manitoba and the
North-West, have been 1ssued in neat
pamphlet form for the convenience of
thosc specially interested in those
Schemes. Copies may be had on ap-
plication to the respective Conveners,
These elaborate and valuable reports
capnot be too widely circulated and
perused.  Their matter should be made
the themue of many pulpit and platform
addresses during the year. The Re.
view and the other Church papers will
do theit part to supply Infurmation, but
the pulpit must not depend for the
diffusicn of information wholly upon
the press,

Tur marriage of Princess Louise of
Wales, eldest daughter of the Prince of
Wales, to the Earl of Fife, was cele-
brated with royal pomp and cere.
mony on Saturday last. The union is
said to be one of pure affection, and for
this and many other reasons very popul.r
amongst all classes inthe Mother Land.
The Pancess and Lthe Eatl are endowed
with many engaging qualities of mind
and heart supparted and strengthened
by the most careful Christian training,
andareinevery way worthy of eachother,
Everything gives promise that their
home will be the abode of the noblest
domestic virtues. They are fully en-
utled to the hearty good wishes of Her
Majesty's loyal subjects throughout the
Empire,

ATTENTION is dirceted tothe Circular
Letter on Home Missions and Augmen.
tation in another column. Itisgreatly
to be desired that the Presbyteries will
give their earnest attention 1o the mat.
ter set forth 1in the aircular, and that
long before the meeting of next Assem-
bly the Commitices concerned will be
able 10 dismuss all apprchensions as to
the providing of ways and mecans to
mect their obligations. It is only by
beginning carly and by systematic*and
pursistent effort that the funds will be
putin a good shape. A copy of the
cizcular letter has been sent to every
Preshytery,

Our readers will be interested in
learning that the Exccutive of the
Forcign Mission Comnittec has fixed
the fourth of October next as the day
upon which the newly.appointed mis.

sionaries, Rev. J. H, MacVicar with

his wife, Rev J MacDougall with his
wife, and Miss McIntosh and Miss
Graham, wilt sail for China.  Mr. and
Mrs, Mackenznie are gomng out by way of
Burope.

Wi would invite the attention to Mr.
Witkie"s communication in another col.
umn.  Mr, Wilkie's appeal, supported
as it is, by the statement of the Con-
vencr and Scerctary of the Foregn
Mission Committee (W.1).), should
clicit a hearty response,

Literary Notices,

———— e e e e e o

Tux Docrrine: or 1ue Jrsuirs, By
Paul Bert.  Boston: B, F. Bradbury
& Co.; Montreal: W. Drysdale & Co.’;
pp. 612, Dnce $2,

‘This is an Amertcan translatton from
the 13 h French edition of Paut Bent's
famous analysis of the Jesuit Jury's
Compendiuny Theologiee Meoralfs, and
Casus Consclentie The publishers in
their preface make their excuse for
laying before th: American public n
plain English such a mass of villainy
and corruption : “* M, Paul Bert was a
statesman of great ability, having the
courage of his convictions. He saw
the harm done to society by allowing
the Jestiits to become educators of the
French youth, and struggled success-
fully to have them disqualified by law
from management of such education,
This book i¢ a terrible exposure of the
principles of these would-be teachers
of religion. Their religious principles
are simply statutable erimes, unnatural
and repugnant to all good men; and
how we Americans can let them tran
our children when the great French
nation across the water has decided
that they are unfit to control the tn
struction of its youth, it is not easy to
tell. Surcly we should have as much
concern that our future citizens be not
indoctrinated in ¢cume as the French.
Tne value of a book like that in the
hands of the reader is, that it settles a
controversy as to the moral worth of
the principles of the Sucicty of Jesus.
Protestants have claimed that these
principles are abominable, Rome, on
the other hand, has said that they are
holy and good. The book tells what
those principles are, namely : murder,
lying, stealing, perjury and the like,
And thus out of their own mouth these
bad men stand selfcondemned,” e
shall have to leave to our readers the
unpleasant task of wverifying from its
own pages the claim that s made for
the book. Thuy will not read very far
until they come to the conclusion of
Paul Bert himself that *if the Jesut
does not know what 1s love, nor even
decency, no more does he know what
is delicacy, generosity, devotedness,
friendship, personal dignity, civic duty,
love of country; he ignores so thorough-
ly these noble things, that he does not
know even their name.”

THE August Seribner appeals powes-
fully to literary tastes with its fine por-
trait of Tennyson and two papers re
lating to the poet: * Tennyson's First
Flight,” by Henry VanDyke (illustrated)
and “The Two Locksley Halls,” by T.
R. Lounsbury, “Form in Lawn Ten.
nis,” will also have numerous readers,
as also the two economic topics * Elec.
tricity in Lighting,” and “How to
Feed a Railway.” In addition to the
serial, * The Master of Ballantrac” now
reaching a dramatic conclusion, are
four short stories.

Tue Auvgust Harger is & holiday
number of unusual excellence abound.-
ing in the finest products of pen and
pencil. We can find space for brief
mention only of “The Kremlin and
Russian Ant,” by Theodore Child, with
cighteen illustrations; * Fifty Years of
Photography,” by J. Wells Champney,
illustrated, and ** County Coust Day in
Kentucky,” also illustrated, ‘The most
rematkable paper, however, is *The
Religious movement in Germany,” by
Dean Lichtenberger, a thorough silting
of the factors in the religious revolution
dating from the cighteenth century to
the period of its accomplishment at the
present time.

THE WORLD'S SUNDAY
SCHOOL CONVENTION.
{Contintied from firs? page.)

that was not stale and new truth that
did not savour of heresy.”
AN INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTLE.

After speeches from Rev, C. H,
Woodruffe and C. H. Kelly, Mr
Jacobs, (U.S.A,,) moved a resolution
appointing an International Exccutive
Committee for the consideration of
Sunday school work throughout the
world, five 1o be chosen from the
United Kingdom, three from the
Statcs, onc from Canada, with
power to add representatives from
other countrics.

TIIE NEXT CONVENTION,

After some  discussion it was
decided to relegate the time and place
of the next Convention to the Execu-
tive Committee just appointed.

EXETER MALL MEETING.

The procecdings of the Convention
were brought to an appropriate finish
on Friday evening by a crowded mect-
ing in Exeter Hall Lord Kinnaird
presided, and expressed his gratitude to
God for the rich benediction that had

rested upon them, Mr H. M, litch’
fFock, of Geelong, spoke of the pood
work bemg done in Australia, which
had 54,000 schools, 500,000 scholars,
and 45 cco teachews, Count Bems.
dorf told of 20,000 scholars and 1,000
teachers in Berlin, and delighted the
audiencs as he bore testimony to the
effurts of the young Emperor to pro-
mot¢ Sabbath Obscrvance through the
empire. i John Hall dealt with the
importance of definitedogmaticteaching
in the Sunday school, and Rey, P, Wil
liams, of Clapton, made a most favour-
able impression on the Jarge audience
by an eloquent and effective address,

Contributed,

THE CI''Y OF THE GREAT
KING.

Mr. Witntam MorTiMer CLARKE'S
SEVENTU  LETIYR . JERUSALEM,—
Its GENERAL Arrrarascr — Tig
CITY AT SUNSET AT SUNRISE, -~
Lamin Yourns axnp Mainess Go
ING 10 CHURCIL—THL GARDEN oF
GUTHSEMANF — Russiay  MeyMo-
RIAL CHURCH, —OTHER INTFREST-
ING MEMORIALS,

ON our return from the Dead Sea
our camp was pitched on the Mount of
Olwves, on agreen bank under some old
goarled olive trees. It was opposile
the Dome of the Rock and the Golden
or Beautiful Gate, and was situated fully
two-thirds of the distance from the base
to the summit of the hill. We thus com-
pletely overlooked Jernsalem, It was
late on Saturday aficrnoon when we
reached our camp, and after getting
things i order we sat down at our tent
doors to gazt at the City of the Great
King as it lay at our feet,  Ohivet de-
scendsrapidly intothe decp valley of the
Kidron which at the scason of our visit
was but a dry water-course.  On the
other side the ground descends as steep-
Iy to the foot of the walls, and several
paths are to be seen winding up the as-
cent to unite at St Stephen’s Gate,
which is the only entrance on the cast-
ern wall. The walls, 35834 feet in
height, are of stone, battlemented and
strengthened by some 34 towers. They
enclose a quadrangle of about 2
miles, The valley known as that of the
Kidron, or Jehoshaphat, runs about
north and south, and at the south east
corner of the city wall forms a sharp
angle with the Valley of Hinnom. At
this point the descent from the corner
of the wall is very abrupt and renders
the appearance of the city exceedingly
imposing. The recent investigations
of the Palestine Exploration Society
have disclosed the fact that the part
which slopes steeply down from the
south-cast corner of the city wallis
only an acrumulation of rubbish, and
that at that point the old wall stood,
and still stands, resting on a base of
rocks 79 feet 3 inches beneath the sur-
face.

To say that the sight of the city as it
lay before us was interesting but feebly
conveys an idea of the prospect.
Viewed from the east side, the city ap-
pears to be entirely circumscribed by
the walls. Not a house seemsto be
outside their limits. In consequence,
thecity,with its densely crowded houses,
has a singularly compact appearance.
No smoke floats over 1t and the details
are seen with unusual distinctness,
This arises from the fact that the only
fuel used is charcoal. From the cloge-
ness of the buildings and the extreme
narrowness of the streets no sign of hu.
man life is visible, No manufacturcs
being carried on in Jerusalem, there is
no sound of machinery, and as the
strects are but lanes there is no noise
of wheels, Looking at the city from
ourcoign of vantage the ordinary sounds
of city life werc wanting. ~Nothing
could be heard but 2 low murmur like
the distant rushing of running water to
indicate that life was within the walls,
The stillness was almost Sabbattic, and
was only distutbed by the clangiog of
the bells of the innumerable churches
and monasteries grouped around the
Holy Sepulchre, and by the almost con.
tinuous blare of Turkich trumpets.

A large regiment of raw, diny, un-
unkemg:l and rascally-looking recruits
was in barracks near the north wall, and
many of the men seemed tospend their
time in practising the vatious bugle
calls. The very sound graled on one's
ears in such a place, but when the
fearful screeches of the Tuwikish tyro
trumpeters were combined with the
pealing of numerous bells the discord
was dreadiul and sadly distur* .d the
current of thought,

. The general appearance of the city
in the evening light w, that of 2 dark
grey mass set on a flattopped hil), the
slopes of which were steep and covered
with turf of the miost brillant green,
In July or August this verdure entirely
disappears, and the ground assumes a
yellow, dusty, and parched appearance,
but at the umc of our visit the sweet
Spring time clad the hills with beauty,
As the sun sank in the west, the various
towers and domes assuined a datk
prominence against the ruddy glories of
the ¢vening sky. Conspicuous among
these were the graceful dome, properly
termed the Dome of the Rock, but
pooulatly known as the Mosque of
Omar, and also the domes of the
Mosque cl-Aksa and the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre. The minatets Kaou-
kal, Hamra and Moulaouic shot up
their shafts against the puarly light of
the clear west for some time after sun-
stt.  Gradually the shades of night

crept over the cily as we sat watching




