
Ï4 SCRIPTURAL TREATMBNT 0F OFFENCES.

the Gentiles would rather suifer severe deprivation than offend even a weak
brother. And surely the language of Jesus xnay Buffce te render our present
cautionary advice worthy of notice. " Woe uto him by whom the offence
conieth."l Resolva then and pray that you xuay never violate the resolution:
that you wiIl ever carefuilly avoid giving offence.

2. Our second remark is,-Be nef hasty in laking o/ience. There must always
be two part;es to a quarrel, and if we are resolved not to be quarreled with, the
number of thoe who quarrel with us will become very small. If soma are flot
sufficiently caredal cf the feelings of others, the:e are also soe who are so, easify
oifended that a çrord or aven a lo-ok, without any iutent in the eubjeet of them,
will instantly throw thema off thair balance. Thesa, are ezeeedingly sensitive
plants. They tell us their feelings are keen and delicate, which j ust means that
their tempers are jet unsubdued by the melting, rnellowing spirit of the gospel.
Let us beware of cherishing that microscopic, eagle-eyed censoriousness that is
ever on the gearch fÈxr motives axid intentions to give offeuce, 'where ne such was
aver intended te bo found. If an net that does flot quita please us wiIl bear a
favourabla construction, by ail mens let us accapt of iL. It is better always to
err on the side of charity than of censoriousness.

Now we cannot but think that if these cautionary remarks were duly weighed
and carefully carried out, much, very much bad feeling might be avoided, or if
generated soon dispelled, and far fe'wer offences would mar the harmony of the
bouse of Christ. May tha dove-imaged spirit cf Jesus aid us in praetically
earrying tham eut in every daw life!1

We now proceed to the exposition cf the verses indicated aboya.
The offences liera mneant eeen te ba net those which wa may hava given or

oecasioned to others, but thoý6e which we haya received or considered to ba givea
us by others. With regard to offees given hy us, wa have speciflo directions
for their trestmeut in the Sermon on the Mounat, in Mlatt. v., 213 & 24-a passage
of Scripture far toc xueh disragarded in our cliristian fellowship, thereby occa-
éioning much spiritual disunion.

But besides, private personal oifeuceq, which though public are yet unpub-
Iished, may very properly ba treî ted according te this mile. A netorieus
sin seems altogether heyexid its al lieatien; but au evil report rcgarding a1
brother, which if truc, will certainly impair, if net dest1roy our confidence in
him, may, we think, ha very wisely treated accerdiug te this rule. Our object
being te, get at the truth. To gain our brother, if the report ba trua-to vindi-
cate him, if false.

àIcreover, wa are far from thinkihg that tha application cf dia mIle before u
is to, be coufinad within the enelosure of our own christian society or church.
IL may ha very suecessfuily npplied te christian brethren cf every branch cf the
Church cf Christ. Even tha last step uiight, by the exercise cf a little christilan
prudence and judgment, be te a certain extent carried eut. And while speaking
of the effencas which Piay corne under our mule, wa may add, that the spirit cf ht
might, and we are s re with good affect, ba carried eut a-nong nien ini genemal in
their effences oea -ainst another. Let the men cf the world try -t and they wilI


