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INTRODUCTION AND CONNECTION.

Between our last lesson and this, o
period of somewhat -more thau fifty years
elapsed, of which there are no scriptursl
reoords, excepting those of the dying bless-
int Jacob pronounced upon his sons; Ja-
cob’s death ; aud the Fnﬂinnlm of his re-
moval to Canaan, and burial in the sopul-
chire of his futhers,

Lxssox Notxs.

14, 18). And Joseph veturned into Egypt
—he and kis brethren, and all that went
with him to bnry kis father. Lhe embalm-
ing of Jacob's d body had oocupied
forty days; the mourning seventy days
more; and then had followed the loug
journey into Canaan, the mourning by the

way, and the return again inte Egypt.)

During nil this time the brothers of Josoph
hed had ample time to reflect upon the
t, their early conspiracy against him,
gg fuct that their father, who had boen
the great bond between them, and for
whose s'ke it might be possible ho had
8 their lives, was no more, and that
hey were thus left wholly at his mercy.
With such reflections, wounld come the
fear that tho retribution they could not
bub feel thoy had merited, would flually
be visited upon them by Joseph. ‘This,
however unjust to Joseph, was perfectl
patural. It is very hard to understan
the possibility of perfect and absolute
Sorgiveness and e need not wonder at the
state of mind in which the sons of Jacob
found themselves on their roturn to Egypt
after the buriul of their father.

{16\ Sent a wmessenger. So great had
becomo their fear and dread of Joseph,
that they could not briug themselves to
appear in porsou beforo bim, but sent a
messenger to speak io their behalf.

Thy father did command before he died,
saying—&c. Some have supposed that.
knowing Joseph's profound reverence for
his father's command, they invented this
story in order to draw from him some

romise of kindness for the future. This
is doubtless unjust; nor is there anythin
in the fact that . acob had ccmmande
them to do this, to justify the opinion that
ho himself had ever suspected Joseph's
continued kindness toward thom; for he
Xnew the character of Josoph too well to
admit of such a suspicion. But the atti-
tudo of confession and humiliation which
Jacob hnd commanded them to assumo
tawards Joseph, their saviour aud lord, to
whom they owed ever{thiug, and from
whont they deserved not
was both proper and becoming. It wou
have been most unseemly in them, when
their father was dead, to goon enjoying
Joseph’s protection and favor as belore,
withont some formal ackuowledgment of
demerit, and sone requost that clomency
and favor might still be oxtended to them.
Whatever favor they had, or could have,
irrespective  of considerations for their
father, was matter of Sure favor; and it
was a good thing for them to Loth feel
and acknowledge it.

(17). There aro two petitions in this
verse. The first purports to be irom Is-
rael, their father—/forgive, 7 pray lhee
now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their
sin s for they did unto thee evil ;7—and tho
second frown themsclves—zve pray thee for-
gvve the trespass of the servants of the God
of thy father., They claim to be the ser-
vants'of Israel's God—their humility und
confession of sin are ovidenco that thoy
were such. Thy father.

They do uot say our father. This is re-

rded by some us artfully introduced for
the purpose of more effectunlly working
wpon Josoph's feelings. Wa prefer re-
garding jt rather as evidence of humility
and’ self-distrust which lod them to keep
themselves in the back-ground, as on-
worthy to bo classed withk Joseph iu such
honorable relationslip.

And Foseph wept. Wo can hardly con-
ceive it possible that Joseph should not
have wept. A petition so pathetic asked
under such auathority, and in such a nawe,
would move even 3 stern nature to tears,
—how much more, one tender and affec-
tionate like Joseph.

(38). And his brethyen also swept, and fell
down bcfore kis face. Probably having
heard thirough their messenger of Joseph's
emotion, they were emboldened to come
before him themselves. They assumed
beforé him the attitude of the deepest

iing but severit?d. p

|they remuin in Cavaan?

humiliation and the most profound rever.
enoce. [1'a 8¢ thy servants. This was an
assurance of fidelity, both for themselves
and their terity, Here, then, was &
rencwod fulfillmont of Josoph's dream—a
full confirmation on the part of his breth-
ren of his title to the birthright.

(19-21), Fear mot, for am [ in the place

of God ? This in equal to saying,—do not !

torment yourselves with any fear of mo,
AmIiu 's place, to visiv yon with re-
tribution 2—1X have passed by your offence,
and forgiven it—in regard to it, you have
now to deal with God, not with me. True,
you thought evil aguinst me—we will
neither conceal nor excuse that—but God
used your evil act for the accomplishment
of good for us all—overruled 1t in order /o
save muck people alive. Now, Mhercfure,
Sear ye not ; [ widll nourish you and your
little ones, And he comforted them, and
spake h'n(}ly “ to their hearts” Jomeph's
words here go very far towards confirming
the opinion that his brothers were sinoere
in their protessions—truly humble and re-
pentant. voseph trusted them, aud fully
sccepted their professious;—thore is no-
thing in soripture to shov' that ho was de-
coived.

(22, 28). Foseph lived a hundred and ten
years.  We may infer that Josoph wus t4¢
Jirst of the .sons of Jacob to die ; yet this
may not be correct as he is the ounly one
whose death is mentioned. His azo was
much less than tha® of his forefathers—

perhaps owing to the loss salubrious cli- |
mate of Egypt, to wnich he had beon ox-,

posed for more thanninety years; perhaps,
also, to the more luxarious habits of life
to which he became inured after his ele.
vation to the dignity of prinic minister to
the King of Egypt. Still he lived to see
the posterity of both his sons—of the
younger to the thivd generatin.

(24, 25), ]jo.rrp/t sanf unto his brethren—
probably the most, if not all of them were
alive—7 die, and God will surely visit you,
and bring you out of this land tnto the land
whick ke sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and

| hiem about it ? (17). What did their mos-
womper say ? Was Joseph angry ? What
did he do? What was there in that to
make Joseph weep? (18). What then
did Joseph's brothers do aud say? What
made them so much afraid afier their
father was doad? Had they any need to
be wo much afraid? Dc you think Joseph
had forgiven his brothers? (19). What
does he msay lhere that shows that
ho reall¥ bad done so? What does
he may his brothers meant what the
, did to him for? What did God wean it
for? What good had God made to come
oat of what they did? (21). What very
kiud promise did Josepl: give his brothers?
'What is the mesuing of J will nourish
i you? OSQ‘I) Di\ he keep his gromises ?
How old did Joweph become? Jossph
i was 17 years old when he went to Egypt,
+ and 110 years whea ho died;—how long,
- then, did he live in Egypt ? (28), Whose
children and dchildren did he live to
see? (24), What did Josuph tell his
brothers would suvely happen? 25,
' What 4id he make them promise they
would do when it did happen? (26).
What did they do to Josopl's dead body?
What is meant by embalmed? Preserved
it insuch a way that it would dry, but
| would mot decay. Joseph saved his
! brothers from starvation,—who is a far
¢ gréater Saviour than Joseph ? Is Jesus
your Savionr.

s A

THEY BOTH PRAVED.

It was past midnight. Tossing in the
restlessness of pain and fever, Florence
Hay an her wakeful couch, burning with
!thirst, yet unable to swallow a drop of
" water to a..uage it without adding to her
pain.

“Call my father,” she cried in her agony
to her mother, her only watcher, who had

to facob. ‘This is mentioned by the Apos. | sought in van to afford any relief.

tlo (Heb. 11:22) as though it had been the |
|

specially distinguished act of faith of Jos-
eph's life. o had implicit confidence
that God would fulfil His promise; and
accordingly he exacted an oath from his
brethron to carry his bones to Caraan
when God’s time for their deliverince
shonld come. [his regard for tho caro of
their bodies after death, argues a deep
conviction in the minds of the patriarchs
that the mission of their bodies was not
finished when they were laid aside in
death; and an expectation, however vague,
that they would be again cluimed to par.
ticipate with the spint in tho enjoyment
of the perfect fuliillment of the divine
romises.
{26). So Foseph died. ... and they em-
balmed him, and he twas put in a cofin in
Egypt. Heing put in n coftin, while with
us uothing clse is thought of, wag, in
Egy){b, & mark of high distinction,—
swathing and ombalmiug being, 1 the
majority of cases, deemed sufficient; and
even theso were not universal. So the
last service rendered to Joseph in Egypt
was such agis shown only to persous of
ighest dignity. 144 years after, tho re-
maing of this great and good man were
conveyed to Cauaan, (Ex. 18:19; Josh. 24:
32) and buried in the portion of land which
(ilqnstit:uted the last gift of his father to
im.
SUGGESTED THOUGHTS.

The sons of Jacob, overburdened with
fear and self.accusation, cast themselves
at the feet of Joseph, for the purpose of
thus tursing away his wrath, and found
that there was no wrath there, but on ‘he
contrary. the tenderest love. So Christians
often, uuder a consciousness of sin, come
to God with trembling and fear, only to
find their hearts'melted under a revelation
of His tenderness sud love.

Joseph's {aith, Jike that of his fathers,
rested in hig dyio honruson the promises
of God, and looked beyond death to npar-
ticipation in their blessings. So with God's
sco le ever since. 'Their crowning joy in

eath is the hope of a glorious resurrection
to an izcorruptible inheritance in Cbrist.

QUESTION SUMMARY.
(FoR Tux CHILDREN.)

(14). Where had Joseph and his
brothers been ? For what purpose? Did
Where was
Jacob buried 2—(8ee ch. 49:29.81). Who
else were boried there ? (15). What did
Joseph’s brothers thivk that possibly bhe
might do since their father was dead?
(16%. Did they go themselves to sperk to

Softly the mother went to an adjoining
room, where Florence’s father, exhausted
by previous watching, lay in a dccp sleep.
Hesitating, she went back without disturle-
ing him, to hear again the beseeching
request:

s Call my father.
canmot drink.”

This was something beyond the mother’s
experience, that water taken when craven
so earnestly should distress, not afford re-
lief. She felt that some power beyond her
own must bring help, if it came. For
twenty-four hours Florence had neither
slept nor drank. Once, when she had
tried holding water in her mouth tu assuage
the thicst, she had swallowed a little,which
caused intanse distress, and she turned
from it as from an enemy. Again the
mother went into the next room, and agan
returned without disturbing the sleeper.
She lay down softly by the restless child,
and earnestly yet silently prayed that if
possible God would relieve her.  In a mo-
ment came the words :

« Mother, T feel better; 1 would like a
drink.”

Too much for the mother's faith, she
replied:

“ A drink! You know how even a swal-
low distresses you.

“ Please give me a drnnk, mother,” was
the reply.

The glass of cold water was held to
Florence's lips, and ecagesly and without
fear she drank frecly of its contents and
lay back ou the pillow with a look of per-
fect quict on her face. Hardly danng to
move, her mother repeated in a low voice
two verses she had learned when a child
! younger than Florence, and which hun-
dreds of times since she had repeated to
herself when wakeful at night, to find
them bring rest, i{ not sleep.

I am so thirsty and 1

**\When courting slumber
‘The hours 1 aumber,
And sad wares cumber
My weary mind.
This tholight shall cheer me,
‘That thou art near me,
Whosc ¢ar to hear me
1¢still inclined.

“ My soul thou keepest,
Who never sleepest ,
‘Mid gloom the deepest
There's light above.,
‘Fhine eyes behold me,
Thy word has 10l me
That God islove.”

She looked at Florence as she finished
the lines, and the restless eyes were closed,
She was asleep.  Not daring to move, she
lay perfectly quiet, with her eyes fixed on
a clock wich stood on a bracket near by.
Twenty minutes of sweet sleep and Flor-
cn::le opened her eyes with a smile, and
said:

* 1 would like something to eat.”

No one but a mother who has watched
with intense solicitude over a sick child
can tell the music in those words.

guickly she prepares a delicate morsel
and was surprised to find it could be eaten
with no more pain following than had been
caused by the draught of water.  The crisis
was passed, and Florence was out of
danger.

“[ was at my wit's end,’ sard her
mother to her the next morming, * while
watching with you last night. And if ever
1 prayed in my life 1 did when 1 came in
the second time and lay down beside you.”

*1 was praying too, mamma,” was the
unespected and most welcome reply.

“And mother,” she added, *why did
gou never say those sweet verses to me

efore

“1 do not know," was all the reply her
mother could give; * but you may take
them now, and 1f they prove of as much
comfort to you as they have long been to
me, | shall be very glad; and neither you
nor 1,” she added, ** must ever forget the
night when see both prayed—soutls 1Wes-
tern Presbyterian.

PRESUMPTION.

A young German countess, who lived
about a hundred years ago, was a noted
unbeliever, and especially opposed to
the doctrine of the resurrection. She
died when about thirty years.of age,
and before her death gave orders that
her grave should be covered with a
solid slab of granite; that around it
should be placed square blocks of stone,
and that tho cornors should bo fastened
to each othor aud to the granite slab
by heavy iron clompsz. Upon the cover-
ing this inscription was placed: * This
burial place, purchased to all eternivy,
must never be opened.” All that human
power could do to prevent any change
n that grave was done; but a little
seed sprouted, and the tiny shoot found
its way between the side stone and the
upper slab, and grew there, slowly bug
steadily foreing its way untit the iron
clamps were torn asunder, and tho
granite lid was raised and is now rest-
| ing upon the trunk of the tree, which
ig lurge and flourishing. 7The people of
Hanover regard 1t with almost ¢ kind
of superstition, and speak 1n lowest
tones of the wicked countess: and itis
patural they should, for as 1 stood be-
side that grave in the old churchyard
it certainly impressed me more deeply
than I can express.—Standwrd.

MRS. IIAYES WORK. .

L]

Very valuable testimony to the ex-
cellenco of the work Mrs, Hayes has
done for the cause of temperance is
found in a recent letter from Washing~
I ton to a Hartford paper. Tho writer

bad talked with a drummer from a
New York liquor house, who was
emyphatic on the decrease of the trade
in Washington. He said: ** We don’t
sell one case of wine in Washington
now where we sold thirty some years
ago. Mrs. Hayes’ ‘No wine at state
dinaers,” may have sounded easy,to
other people, but it was almost n sound
of death to the wine trade, Many is
the time we have sold hundreds of
bhoxes tu dealers who we knew in turn
furnished them to the Executive Man-
sion. That trade is entirely gone ngw,
Mrs. Hayes having declared against
wine, of course it became unfashion-
able in a manner, and its consumption
fall off vory much, Last winter there
waa not one case of wine sold where
forty was sold even ten years W

! The paragraph is headed ** Mrs, H?x?oes’
Awful Work™ all over the land, and

may God bless the brave woman who
inaugurated so true a reform.—Illus-
trated Christian Weekly.,




