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goue before them, step by step, know by experience
the conditions and needs of cach and every period ?

Removed ag &t were from the mare active dutics of
life, they have time and epportunitics to cultivate
friendships with the younger ones, which may be even
warm and abiding, and, having ga | their loving
respect, to drap words of caunsel which shall be of in-
finite service to them in the future. We often hear
elderly persons say with a weary sigh, ¥1 scem to be
of no use to any one.  Nobody appears to care about
me.” This, we are sure, nced not be. Love begets
love, and there is no reason why grandpa and grandma
may not be the centre of @ faithfud, loving circle, con. |
sulted in every difficolty, entrusted with all the little
secrets, and sharers in all the pleasures of the family
group. But they must make the advances, and be al-
ways the same true, disinterested friends. Though
young blood be het, and impatient words may some-
times be spoken, yet in time they will be regretied,
forgiveness sought, and peace restored,

We have known the most beautiful friendships of
this sort. We recall especially, the love of one dear
boy~-who has now passed away in all his youth and
promise—for his grandmother. It was a warm and
enduring attackment.  When discouraged, ot sick, no !
place was so attractive as *yrandmother's room,” or'
sa comfortable as “grandmother’s bed” Many a con-
fidential talk they had together, and she had appor-
tunity to give him many a word of caution as well as
of cheer. And now that his chair is vaceant, one of
her pleasaatest recollections is the memory of his
devoted affection for her,

NORMAL CLASS TEACHERS AND HOW
YO GET THEM.

The people of the churches zre ready for an organ-
ized movement in religious instruction conducted on
educational principles and methods.

Normat classes for Sabbath School teachers and!
semor scholars prowise help in this direction.
In a previous paper we examined the ordinary means
of instruction and education by which our teachers
are to be built up and equipped for their important
and delicate work ; and it must be apparent that the
means of grace and of religious education ns presently
endorsed by the Church, are not fully adapted to se-
cure the end contemplated in furnishing a staff of
reasonably qualified teachers for cur Sabbath School
work. Are matters to continue as they are in this re-
spect ? Arethey ali that is passible for the best resulis 7
Or are they all"tha is desirable? 1t requires no
special foresight to believe, that in view of the grow-
ing importance being attached to the religious instrc-
tion of the youth of the Church, and the exposure of
our Sabbath School work to dangers from without
and weakness within, ten years of matters as they
are will leave us barren in moral strength and feeble
in enterprise.  Official work however high in quality
and abounding in quantity will not prevent great Joss.
Our unofficial workers mustbe raised in tone, in at-
tainment, in experience and in training.  Our teachers
by the tacit consent of the Church, are placed at the
sources of the stream of our future life, to cast in the
healing salt, or the corrupting poison ; to direct the
streamlet in the path of the river of life, or to the dead
sea of Sodom and Gomorrah. Mere reading the Bible
and expounding it in sermon and lecture form does
not micet all the necessities of a religious education,

Telling and training are different in process, dis-
tinctive in effort, and differently organized as means
afhelp.  We need an era of training co-ordinate with
an era of telling, and the people that give the best and
wisest attention 1o this, will in the future Church
be the most powerful, intellectually, morally and
spiritually.

The quality of the teaching practically settles the
attainments of the learner; the autainments of the
children mould the character of the home ; and the
life of the home forecasts the efficiency of the Chutch;
and unless the children of this world are to be forever
wiser than thie children of light, the Church will at
ance take up this question of training her unofficial
workers,

Every congregation with its training class will be
an organized centre of influence, and these will prave
the deepest and strongest entrenchment of the citadel
in the day of trial and conflict,

Our tirst necessity in such a work is :

2. ol body of teachers.

2 o course of study.

Letus deal with the teachers first.  We need spend
no une in iuquirics as to who these normal class
teachers are ta be, ar where they are to come from,
but al once state gur conviction,

That the pastor of the congregation with his Session
are the responsible partics for the instruction of the
children, in the oversight of the homes and the school,
will not be questioned ; thecefure, whatever is needful
for these parents and teachers for the wise and faith-
ful discharge of this vrgent duty contes swithis the scope
of @ minister’s necessary work, as trely entering into
his vows of ordination as that of preaching the word,

"The training and equipment of teachers and parents
10 this work of instraction is the ministers true posi-
tion, and his vital reJation 1o what is calfed the Sab.
bath Scliool enterprise,

The elevation, guidance and encouragement of those
atreadyin the wark, and the qualifying of others who are
to be called to the work, is the highest sphere of the
pastor’s educational cfforts.  “ "The same commit thou
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”

We do not regasd what we have in view as accom-
plished by taking a senior class on Sabbath, or through
the week, for the teaching of a specific Bible lesson,
but by organizing a class of workers, selected from
the congregation and the scheol, for a course of study
and training adapted to awaken and foster fitness for
school work,

From many letters of inquiryrespecting normal class
work we are satisfied as to the soundness of the fol-
lowtag conclusions :

t. That many pastors admit the necassity of the work:
and feel the dmpartwince of ity who earnestly desire to
help their present staff of teachers and wisk to make
provision for the future supply, but are utterly per-
plexed as to how to go to work, as to the kind of sub-
jects, or course of lessons to be taken wp, as to the
wmanner of treating them, or where help isto be found.

2. Others admit the desirability of what is pro-
posed, but realizing their own unpreparedness to
grapple with the proposed work, sometimes assume a
digaified position which when put into words, means
that the phrase “ Normal Class,” expresses strongly
very poor and unimportant work. So matters stand.
The necessity is owned ; the desirability is admitted ;
but the pastor cannot think of undertaking it. His
work as set forth by the Church and expected by the
people, 1S ENQUGH.

Instead of falling back on the ultimate of helpless.
ness and despair we would ask three questions :

1. Is not the training of Sabbath School teachers a
new necessity in the Church, one she never contem-
plated tn her organtzation of means of instruction and
tducation? If it is she can deal with it and adapt
herself wo it

2. Has not the necessity arisen from her increased
LIGHT on the importance of the easly period of con-
victions and formatton of character ; also from her in-
treased LIFE in the willingness of multiplied workers?
If this is the case, ought not the Church gratefully to
acknowledge the open door to do higher and batter
work for Christ?

3. Is it not largely the result of an altered state of
society in the matter of popular and public education,
in the increased attentien given to the education of
the child, the wisdom of the methods adopted, and
the completeness of the machinery set in motion, all to
fit for carthly citzenship?

Shall the church be less wise, less able to see afar
off; Jess willing to adopt her means, and organize her
forces for the work of training a generation that shall
be high in character and loyal to Christ, ’

These altered conditions have called forth great
variety of agencies in the shape of societies, associa.
tions, ecte., these alse have shared in the work of
breaking up fallow ground, but when that is done
their mission is fulfilled, but if the Church will ot

deal with the necessities thus created, socictism tmay
lead the people in unfruitful ways,  Fram these and
other important considerations, we regard this matter
of trained workers and the way to doit a3 claiming
carceful consideration,

The pastor of a congregation is placed in new i
cutustances from what he was twenty years ago, and
the preparation that on the whole suited his work then
is unsuited now. 1f this work has become a nECessiLy
for him and his office, then his own prepacation and
training ought to be adapted to his prospective wark,
that is to say .  Our higher institutions m thewr work
af wraining the public and official workers, ought to re-
cognize the new circumstances and instruct and equip
for it.

Our colleges should have a department of Divae.
ics atongside of, or associated with, HoMILE s,
I this were the case, and vigorously carried out, aur
pastars would not be so helpless as to the means and
incthods of training otheys,

PAYING SUBSCRIPTIONS TO CHURCHES.

In the lax morality of the times there is accasion-
ally a want of conscientiousness even in church mem-
bers, especially in the matter of “ paying subscriptons,’s
A man hears a rousing sermon, whick makes hun
“fecl good,” and in the ardour of the moment puts
down a generous subscription. So far ali is right,
But is there not sametimes hidden away in his inner
consciousness a secret feeling, which he does not dara
to confess even to himself, that if for any cause he
regrets his impulsive act, he ean “ake it back,”
pleading that he is “dissatisfied,” or has changed s
mind? This is a species of dishonesty which is con-
demned alike by the Bible and by the law of the land.
No man is under compulsion to give or to subscnbe,
But when he does subscribe, he is under a solemn
pledge which he cannot violate. “ Better that thou
shouldest not vaw, than that thou shouldest vow and
not pay.” [t is time that the consciences of men were
pricked up on this subject. A subscription to a church
is just as binding as a note in the bank, and a maa
who has once given it has no moral nor leged right o
violate his obligation.

We are giad 1o see that the courts have come 1o the
help of the churches in this matter, and that the law
is a schoohnaster to bring delinquent members (o a
sense of common honesty.

Away in the centre of New York, nestled among the
hills, is the town of Knoxbaro, so named from 1he late
General John fay Knox, one of its fiest settlers.  Here
was planted, some fifty years ago, a Presbyteran
church, which, like a vine in the cleft of the vack,
struck its voots into the earth, and put forth its
branches, and yielded its goodly fruit.  After the lapse
of a generation, it set abaut erecting a new church,
and among those who subscribed to the undertaking
was a Methodist brother, who put himself down as a
contributor to the Building Fund. But after 2 time
(according to the Methodist doctrine of fafling from
grace) he fell away, and refused to “pay what he had
vowed;” whereupon the Presbyterians undertook to
llustrate their doctrine of the perseverance of the
saints, by “ putting him through.” Their attoraney was
a young lawyer of New York, Mr. John H. Knox, a
grandson of General Knox, one of the venerable
foundess of the church as well as of the town.  To the
claim of the church the delinquent subscriber offered
certain technical objections, founded on an alfeged
lack of organization, proper appointment of treasurer,
and defective wording in the subscription paper~~ob-
jections which were at first sustained in the Jower
cousts, bat on being taken to the Court of Appeals, the
Jjudgment was reversed, and a verdict found for the
church, for the whole amonnt, wtl interest and costs.

The case is an important onc, as showing that our
highest courts are disposed to uphold the rights of
churches against refractery subscribers, who make
lacge promises, and then refuse to keep them, ding

under some petly tecknicality to escape their just
obligations.—V. Y. Obseruver.

Tur Grand Masonic Lodge of Ttaly has offered a pnze of
3,500 lire for the bost “moral treatise for children, tq be
used in schaals in place of Roman Catholic Catechisng .



