
59OI.1. TUFI lBEGSINI OF MUNICIP~AL GOVERN lENT IN ONTARIO..

Kiingstoni andc Napanice, the proclamation shouid bc potdtee a
suggstin ~'hih ~as accepted. Again, having no officers corresponding

ta the French notaries, inortgragcs and1 other documents rcquiring
registration couici tot be registered. Further, under the French systein
the public highi'ays iverc under thc dircion of the officers of the
mnilitia, subjcct ta the supervision of the grrand voyer. But this arrange-
ment couid not be carricd out in the Englishi districts. The granting of
licenses ta kcep) taverns w'as in the hancis of the Secretary of the
Province or his agent, and could be arranged oniy in Montreal. Andi
filially it is praycd that if Governinent Nviii mot grant thein any relief
fvom Uic Frenîch systcm, then, inasinich as they are enitirciy ignorant of
the requirements of that systemn, the Govcriineit mnay send themn fll
istructions as ta the laws and iiow they are ta be etiforccdl.' But by

this titne a change in the constitution had beei recognizcd as inevitabie
and ivas theni beingy prepareci, hience nlo action %vas taken on thismemoriai. lIn defauit of instructions the justices ini civil matters sirnply
folliwed the laws and customns îvhiclî they liaci known, and decicled
cases on the goocl oid English principie of equity and gooci conscience.

The duties of the Court of Ouarter Sessions, as interpreted, were
partiy judiciai, as in connection %vith the maintenance of the peace,
partly legisiative, as ini prescribing w'hat animais shouid not run at large,
or wxhat conditions should be observed by thosc who lield tavern
licenses, and partiy administrative, as ini appointing certain officiais, and
in laying out and superintending the iîigiiways.' \e find, for instance,

thaRt befOre 1789 the inagistrates lîad appoimîted clîurclî waris for the
township of Fredericksburg, anîd cloubtless for several others, and tiîat
these church \vardens were execrcising- their powcrs as if tiîey were living
in an Etiglisli colony mnder Engiishlîs

It is noteîvorthy that inost of the civil or municipal administration
unciertaken by the justices of thc peace %vas based upon the aid English
liw and custorn as it %vas ini the days of Qucen Elizabeth and the
Stuarts, andi not as subsequcntiv mnodifieci iniBiti.

The flrst loyalist settiers werc clîieflY iiitary mnen, înany ofthUem
not having been actual settiers ini the colonies, andi saine of tlîem being
Gernian auxiliaries. They camne to Canada uncier command of their
officers, îvho, as ive have seeni, were appointed the flrst magistrates of
the districts. As iniglit be expected, mnost of these settiers did nat talze
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