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some had to be o put on as to overlap cach othee
The chief agent for the dispensing of stamp. in Halitax
is & stationer whose business isat some distance from the

st-office, an:d if a purchaser esives wore than one
dollar'’s worth of stamps of any denomnation he is
generally invited to go to Mr. s place, beoause the
central office has themn not in stock. A more thovouslny
unbusiness-like way of accommaodating the public can
scarcely be imagined.

Again, Canada cujoys the unecuviable dJdistinetion of
being the only country, so far as we are aware, that
charges more than the face value for stapel envelopes
The post-office nutices announce that Zie. per hundred
over the face value will be charaed i:r envelopes,
In reality the agent charges 30 cenmts per humdred i
ope takes that number or mu'tiples theveof; auld if a
portion of one-hundred (more than ten) e purchased

. the charge is at the rate of 40 cent~ per hnndred. If
fless than ten a premium of half-a-cont cachi It will
be readily recognized that the agent wakes a good thing
by this arrangement, but the public are imposed upon in
+ the cool-st manner. Other countries only make a charge
£ more than the face value for registration cnvelopes,
8 which are cloth-lined.
o The cost to the government of post-carids is fully as
w great as that of stamped envelopes, and no vnie can puint
5 out any ~cason, good or bad, why 2 preminm should be
S, charged on the one more than on the vther. The practical
§ result is that dmped.envelopes are very little used in
=]

Canada. We are within the mark in affivming that in
proportion to business and populsiion one thousand
© stamped envelopes arc used in the Unitel States to
every one that is neggd in Canada. Jn fact the stamped
g envelope rarely appear$ ®xcept in clections, when it is
<5 Chiefly employed to cover the cards of the gorernment
o candwdate. We abstaln from commment. on this *co-
% incidence.” .
Another grievance that is much felt is the rate of
‘A domestic postage. The neighboring republic to our
south only charges two cents for a sinzie letier rate, and
o Promises soon to increase the limit of a sinygle rate from
&.0ne-half to one ounce. The Empire of Japan charges
for letters to any part of its domain only ahout three-
é tenths of one cent, and this despite the fact that in many
parts the roads are simply foot-paths over precipitous
mountains where the mails bave to be earried on the
backs of carriers. In Canada the authoritics adhere to
the antiquated three-cent rate for cach half-ounce or
less. A deputation recently waited on the Postwaster-
General to urge a reduction, ard showed that it was the
ice of wany Canadian houses who send out lctters
the thousands to customers and others within the
Dominion to ¢ ) ress them to some convenient place in
the Unmted States and thence to 1mail them back to
Canada, thus saving one cent postage (less the small
express charges) on each. Hon. Mr. Carling—speaking
on behalf of the government of which he is a member—-
replied that the petition of the delezation conld ot b
entertained, because it wounld not pay the department to
carry the mails at lower rates than at present. No one
can understand how it pays to carry such letters for
notling (the United States reeciving the postage in the
cases ahove mentioned) better than to reduce the rvate
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and veeceive somethin for dotay the work.  Most people
will tmagine that two-thin!s of o loaf is better than no
bread,  But ¢o.vornments van he <ingularly obtuse vwhea
they hike! Our govanment, it ~.cmm, canhot comnpre-
hend that the iden of Laving national post-offices, rail
ways, ete is ot to weil sy but to serve tho publie
and tu faciiitate 1¢s trade.

We alluded in a previous issue to the necessity of
providing anew sct of dies for une postage stainps, as the
one that we now have hins been in ise over sixteen years,
and is not creditable to the country as compared with
those of othiers which we are accustomed to regard as
far behind s in eivilizavon and refinemeat, such as
China, Japes, San, Hawaii, cte

It 39 156 neemssary bere to dwell on the want of
security aflorded by the anail. and to the robberies that
are bein contiaally pepeiated, and generslly with
impunity, which micht and <honld ie obviated by the
departnent {nseriwy the codonds of valuable packages,
as i~ done in Gernany, Russia, Belgium, France, and
elsewhere.

We bhave sufficiently proved that the postal depart-
ment in Canada is wrechediy and disgracefully admin-
istered, and that it .eguives a thorough renovation to .
bring it up to the nceeessitic, of the public and to thes.
example set Ly other natione.  Any other people than et
Canad.ans would not subniit ser a week to such misera-
bie nusianagesent of so importang a department of the &
pnblic service, but Cazudians appear to enjoy being ™
waltreated by their servants. °
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ECCENTRICITIES OF TRANSVAAL PROYI-
STONALS,

For the eonvenienee in reference of ou readers we
have collated the facts cancerning the several variations
in the stamps of the Lan 1 of the Boers, and now submit
them.

[u the spring of 1a7%, the country being then under
the British Crown, thie ctock of the “one penny ” stamps
was exhausted ond, pending the  ceeipt of 8 fresh sup-
piy, recourse was had to the expedient of surcharging
the “ six-pence ™ ~taap, black, « one-penny.”  The sheets
comprised Six lines of Ley stunps each—in all dxty, It
would appedr that the postai authorities did not then
command cnvngh tspe of one font to print the surcharge
on cach sttmp of the saeet alike at the same impression,
and so three differcr: orts of 1ype were employed.
Commencing from the top of the sheet, the first three
lines were surcharged in small upright letters with &
capital letter “P”in the word “Peany.” In the first
half (3) of the fiurth row. besinning from the right
small-sized, thick, izatic fixure and letters were employed
with a capital “ P” as in the tirst variety. The rest of
the sheet, two lines-and-a-half, or 25 stamps were sur- -
charred in upright Ul letters—all capitals—and
ticure,  These were the three leading varieties, but five
vitrietios veentiod in the igues of the fivst four rows. In
the tirst four stamps from the npper right-hand corneé
the figure has a shért top-sivoke slopin.e slightly down-
wirds, and has o batgom troks. The rest of this line
and the first seven of the next row Lear a figure with a -
thin bottom-stroke, and a longer top-stroke than their -
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