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The Progress of Genius

"~ OBSCURE ANXD LOW SITUATIONS, TO EMI-
NMENCE AND CELLECRITY.

niyg is that 3ift of God which learning cannot
~fer, whick no disadrantoges of birth ur educa-
= een wholly obscure.®

ALEXANDER ANDERSON.

his mathematicsan was born at Aberdeen to-
dathe end of the sixteenth century. e
yduployed a strong taste for the study of
mathematics, and made such progress that
Yin the beginning of the seventeenth centu-
= was made Prefessor of Mathematies in the
ersity of Pans,  11e published thers seve-
_genious treatises. He was the first who
appointed to the professorship of mathema.-
, founded et Oxford, by Sir Ifamy Saville,
o cousin-german of the above prafessor,
David Anderson, of Fiunshaugh, was pos.
<u of a singular turn for mathematical otu.
. Hisdaughicr weg the mother of tho ce.
aled James Gregory, inventor of the reflect-
telescope.  Bhe obzerved in her son when 2
J, a stroug propensity to mathematical stu.
, and she instrucied him hereell. From
same lady descended Dr Reid, of King’s col-
-y Aberdeen, and afierwards of Glasgow,who
no less enent for mathematics than for
-physizal lcarning.

NATURAL IISTORY.

—seioe—
THE EAGLE AND ITS AFFINITIES.
‘hie goldea cagle is the largest and noblest
1the class of birds that bzars the kingly
¢; and as the lion obtams pre eminence
-ngst animals, so the eagle is aliowed to pos-
< it amongst birds: 1t weighs between twelve
- -- thirteen pounds; and tho wiogs, exteaded,
wsure upwards ef seven feet: the eye imofa
bt hazel, and hoth the sight and smelling are
~tkably acute: the head and neck are cloath-
with natrow sharp-pointed feathers, of a deep
-wn colour; but those on the crown of-the
d,xsthe birdincreases in age, becoms white:

the wings, when cloathed, reach to the end of:

the tad; the qul feathers are of a chacolate

brown irregulatly marred, and blotched with an
ohscure ash: the legs are yellow, short, and very
strong, three mches in aircamflercuce, and fea-
thered to the very feet: the toes are covered
with large scales, and arrested with the tost
formidable claws, the nnddle of which are two
inches in leugth.

The cagle, as hus been obsurved, obtains
pre eminenco amongst birds, from magnanimous-
Iy diedaining to take advautage of those aninals,

that hangs over its sido. One of theso was

Ifound in the Peak of Derbyshire, which Wil-
cotour, and the shafig white; the tail 1s of' a deep,

loughby describes in the following woids: 1t
jwas made of great sticks, ono end of which
rested upon the reck, and the other upon two
birch trees; upon these was laid a layer of rush-
.es, and over them a layer of heath, and upon
'the heath another coat of rushvs, upon which
tepnsed a voung one; and by us side lay an
addled egg, a hare, a lamb, and threc heath-
poults: the nest was about two yards square,
and had no hollow in it.”

The eaglo is sad te Le a very long-hved

which, from their inferionty in strength and size,'animal, and though they often altain an hundred

could easily become its prey; aud it is not uatil
having for & length of time, been proveked by
the taunting cnies of the rouk and tagpie, that
tlus gencrous creature is induced to punish their
temerity. The eagle likewise refuses to share
the plunder of any othor bird; and when once it
has made a meal of any animal, it never returns
to it again, but leaves it to be devoured by thase
rapactous birds whose appetiles may be less
delicale than his own.

The eagle is naturally a soltary animal; and
it is as extraordinary to see two pair a0 engles
on the same mountain, as two lious in the same
forest; Goth bred for war, they are cuemes to
saciety, and are alke fierce, proud, and tncopa-
ble of Leing easily tamed. Great patience and
perseverance are necessary 1o make Jdus bird
any degree subservient to man; snd after the
utmost labour and assiduily oa the part of the
falcaner, when carried into the field 1 too ofien
defies controul, and either turns its foree against
the hand that restrained o, or takes fis flight
and never yreturns to him again.

Of oll the 2gimals that {ly, the eagle is allowed
to ascend the kighest, and from.that circum-

stance the ancients have called him the bird of

heaven; yet, as he has but htilo suppleness in
the jnints of his logs, he finds same difficalty in
rizing from the ground, though his strength is so
great, that Le is ablo to carry off geese, crancs,
hares, lambs, and kids; and even infants then-
selvea, when left unatiended, have failen victims
to their rapacity and strength. An instance is
recorded m Scotland, of two chnldren having
been earried away by two eagles, who were
pursued in their flight, and had oaly tme to
lodge them in thcir nests before they were aver-
taken; end the litile innecents by that means
were restored to the arms of their affrighted pa-
rects, without the Jeest appearance of hurt.

Bmith, in his higtory of Kerry, teils us, that a
poor man in that county procured a comfortuble

subsistence for his family, during a scason of

searcity, by robbing an eagle’s nest of the fuod
that had been provided for the support of the
young; and, fortunutely, he was never surprised

by the oid ones in the commission of this act of

plunder and depredation, or the consequences
must have been fatal to himself.

The eagle’s nest is usually built in the most
inaccessible cliff of a mountain or ruck, and often
shielded from the weather by somoe jutting crag

Jyears, vet seldon die from age and wnfirmity,
,but from the beal turning nward upon the uader
mandible, by which they ave prevented from
taking any food.

¢ A rantleman in Strathepey was not displeas-
ed that a couple of eaglcs every summer built a
nest on a rock in the hill_nct far from his house.
There was « stone within a few yards of it, about
£ feel long, and nearly as broad, and upon this
stone, almost coustauntly, but always whean they
had youag, the gentleman and his servants found
a number of muir fowl, partridges, hares, rabbits,
ducks, snipes, palarmacans, rats, mice, &c. and
sometimes kids, fuwny, and lambs. When the
voung eagles were able tu hop the length of this
stone, to which there was a narrow road, hanging
over a dreadful precipice, as a cat brings live
muce to her kittens, and teaches them to kill
them, so ithe cagles I learned, ofien brought
hares, rabbits, &.c. alive, and placing them be
fure their young, taught them to kill and tcar
them to picces. Samctimes, it seems, hares,
rabbits, rats, &e. not being sufficiently tamed,
got off from the voung ones while they were
amusing themselves with them, and one day
a rablit got into a holo where the old eagie
could nut find it. The cazie one dey brought
1o hier ynung ones the col of a fox, which, aiter
it had butten desperatcly some of the young ones,
attempied to make its escope up the hill, and
would in all probability have accomphshed it,
had not the shepherd who was warching the
motion of the eagles, with a view to shunt them,
{which they do with ifillets, swan-shet not being
able to penctrate their feathers,) prevented .
A3 the cugles kept what might be called an ex-
ccllent larder, when ahy visitors surprised the
gentleman, he was absolutely in the habit, ashe
told me himaself, of sending his servant to see
what their neighbours had to spare, and that
they scarcely ever rcturacd without sometliog
very good for the tsble. It is well enough
knowa thst game of all kinds is not the worss,
but the betler fur being kept for a very conside-
rable tine  When the gentlemsn or his zervarts
carried off things from the shelf, or table, near
the nest, (for it was tiext to fmpossible to ap-
proach the nest itself)) the eagle: were aclive
in replenishing it,but when they did not take them
away, the old ones loitered about inactive, amu-
sing themselves with their youag, tifl the stock
were nearly exhauzted. VWhile the hen eaghe.




