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Our Work among the Indlans of the
N. W. Territories and British

Columbia.
Mission work among the Indians is oft-

tinies discouraging andi resuits seemn small,
but this work has a special dlaim upon our
Canadian Churches:

lst. Because these people are heathen
within our own country. Ia tlieir weakness,
poverty andi wretchedness they are a Lazarus
at ouîr very dobrs.

2nd. Because they are the people of the
land whose hunting grounds we have pos-
sessed and whose game we have destroyed.
We have possessed ourselves of the best
they had, and now they have a righit to
the best we have--the religion of Jesus
Christ.

3rd. Because as the Rebellion of 1885
taught, the safety and well-being of society
in Western Canada requires that 'what is
left 0f the Pagan population shoulti be Chris-
tianized anti civilizeti.

Information regarding the work of our
Church aniong the Indians may be obtaineti
from the printed reports of the last two
or three General Assemblies, andi froni the
following Articles:

WORK AMONG N..W; INDIANS.

Br Prof. A. B; Baird, Winnipeg.

It is tliirty-four years ago, almost to a
day, since the Rev. James Nisbet, with hMs
famnily and a littie company of belpers, set
out froni Kildonan on the Redi River to found
the first Presbyterian mission among the
Indiaus of the West.

The project had been talked over for
several years in the Canadian Church
courts andi especially In the homes of the
Redi River settiers, but it was a serious un-
dertaking to penetrate 500 miles westward
into the great buffalo plains, from a centre
like Kildonan, which was itself so far west
as to seeni out of the world, andi it seemeti
stili more hazardous to think of maintain-
ing oneself there, more than a thousanti
miles away froni a railway or mulltary as-
sistance, and in -the midst 0f a savage andi
pDssibly hostile populace.

A suitable spot was founti on the banks
of the Saskatchewan River at a distance o!
about 90 miles froni the nearest trading
post of the Hudson's Bay Company; some
temporary buildings were erecteti andi the
work of teaching anti preaching to, the na-
tives was begun.

The Indians were at fIrst unwilling to
have any white man settle among theni, but
a littie frlendly dlplomacy overcame their
scruples and "The Mission" soon became a
favorite resort, especially when the hunt
hati falled or when medicine and nursing
were needed.

Those were the days before the «overn-

ment had made any tr,-aties wvitlx the Ini-
utians ani beiore tilure wvab any atteinpt to
persuade thelu to seutle down on reserveS.
'iliey %vera entirely noaiadic, and made thelr
living by- àuntîng and flshing, -%vhich neces-
sitated very frequent changes or abode
and the lîtte missioflary coxnpany found it
very dificult tu adapt itself to the wdvaier-
ing life these buffalo-hunters hived.

13UL two, of the mission lielpers-J ohi'
MZ\cKay and George Flett, who wero thema-
.selves afterwards ordained as missionaries-
were mii wlo had Indian blood ini their
veins, and inucli good was done partly by
following the red men Up inI their camps
and partly by making the most of their
increasing-ly frequent and increasiiigly
lengthy visits to the mission which 110W
began to be called Prince Albert, and te
attract settiers fromi the Red River and
elsewhere, by the fertllity of its soul and
the abunidance of its other natural advafl-
tages.

The very features which had seemedj to
Mýr. Nisbet to niake the place so, desirable
as a location proved its undoing as au Ia-
dian mission, for the influx of settiers dis-
couraged the Indians from coming as freely
as in the early days, and at last Prince Al-
bert became as it is yet a home missiouary
centre, and Gur Indian work was transferred
to M2istawassis, some sixty miles further
west, where, after the death of Mr. and
Nirs. Nisbet, in 1874, the Rev. John McKay,
who had been an assistant in the mission
f rom its beginning, carried on the good work
tiii he too was carried off by death ini 1891.

'The only other mlssion -which waa
established iu these eariier days was
begun by the Rev. George Flett in
the outskirts of the Rlding Motintain
in what is now North-Western Mani-
toba. These three pioneer Indian mis-
sionaries were men of great capacity for
enduring the hardships of frontler life. They
were men of strong personality and they
were, above ail, men who had great skll
ia presenting Scripture truths in a form,
adapted to the intelligence andi circum-
stances of their hearers. The Churcb. of
the present day owes theni a debt of grati-
tude for their serviceS in laying so faithfully
the foundations on whlch we are now per-
mitted to, builti.

The expense of carrying on these remnote
missions was heavy, the ainount of In-
formation which came to the home church
about them was meagre, for native mis-
sionaries like Messrs. McKay andi Flett dit
not do much in the way of letter-wrltmg
andi s'arcely a visitor who coulti tell the
story ever passed that WaY. As a resuit,
the interest 0f the Canadian Church in Its
Indian missions languisheti until the rebel-
lion of 1885 came and taught the country
by the loss of valuable lves the danger to
'which It was exposed in allowlng an ignor-
ant superstitious and Pagan population to
gTow up alongside its own chiltiren in the
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