
thec surface of the bodly, b), reasoil o.f the extcrnal watcr, rcnclcrs
the enptying(' Of the iurig-s vcry eas' and the out-rush is flot

only swvift andl powverful eniougli to cîcar thec coiplicitticd nasal
..alssages, but to throw ul) thie vajpotry l)VCatll to a conicriablc
hieigh t as wc hlaveC sceni.

1 have on many occasions heen prvlgdnot only to
examine the carcases of thiese gigantic creatures aftcr capture
but to sec themn at close quarters whicn cnijoying- thiciisclvcs
in active life. On the 1acific cc.ast, w~hilc cruising up theZgea
inliets, andi betwccni the numncrous islands, along, the British
Columbia sea-boarci, 1 frequently foundc inyseîf iii t.he rnidst
of a schiool of w~halcs, numbering in soine cases at least
twenty. The sea was as calm as -' lake, and in thec cool
stili atm-osphiere, the grecat cloucîs of vapour shiot up at itntervals
ail around, wvhile the mnonsters glided wvithi slow grace futlntiss, after-
thec shoals of minute animais on w~hich thecy wec feeding. At
times one, in a fi" of playfulness, \%oui(] cause al great, commotion,
ancl Nvith his flippers and tail tliroNv uI a storm of spray ancl
foam ; but the schiool as a wvholc moveci leisurely- and noiselessly
like cl-ark sliadows risîng and sinkingI in the wvat.er. On certain
occasions, wlvhen engagecl in fisliry inetgain on the Scottish
coast 1 found rnyseif in close proximity to schiools of gigantic
Rorquals. They rose around our fishing yawl on ail sides, and
constantly thire\v up columins of wvhite %-apour accoml)aniedl by a
deep bass snort or sigh 11k e the gasp of thec piston iii a Cornish
engluTie 'vVhen one of thecse mighty creatures, fifty or sixty feet
in lenigthi, spoutecl within a fecv yards of us, thie vibration mnade
our vessel tremble, auci one cati uncrstand the feelings of thec
novice on board ship w~ho, in the long uighit watch, saw~ clouds
of vapour and hecard terrific sighis and snorts, and asked appeal-
ingly "I-ow soon wvill 1 be off this perilous duty with those
great gurts afiring off so close to m ?"

This process, by which whales breathe, inay bc likex3ed to


