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NATURE STUDY.

.NoTE.---Ti'e fcllowing article bias lkeen prepared for thle
'StIATRLIST I)V Mr. S. E. Percival. a student at, the Ottawa
Normal Sclî-oui. It is a straighltforward statement of wiat lie
himself saw. and as such will crommend ilseif to even- niaturalisi
and reader of this magazine.-J. W. G.

A WEA.'S.L*s H)u ..
Not long ago the opportunitv was afforded me of discover-

ing some ver,- interesting farts concerning the life habits of ouir
rather douî>tful friend. the weasel. Fi-r the benelit of those
who are flot already well acquainted with this crafty little animal
1 shahl narrate a fewv incidents as thevuwere lîrrýught'to My notice.

On one occasion as we were renmoving the sheaves from a
large mow at a thrcshing 1ýee. near the village of Burrit 'S Rapids.
we were struck bv the frequent appcaraince of a weasel at widelv
different points about the barn. The litzle creature seemedl
greatly distressed and agitatcd. The men rtgarded-i it witb a
certain amount of interesi. and amusement. won<lering what in
their work was causing the little animal somucli of apparent
worrv and excitement. In a vcrv short time. however. ther
problemi was solved. About balf n-a down in the niow the men
-ipened Up somre peculiar but luxurious apartmnents which had
evidentlv been the home of the uneasv weasel. The home was
lined throughout with the soft fur of Mire. The floor had an
extra thick covering and in the centre. evidently to takethe place
of the Modemn rug. %vas neatly spread tie skiri of our pet kitten
which hadt mystcniouslv disappeared sanie days before. This
roi appcared to lie the main living mcom ani was about the
sizc of an ordinarv watem pail.

Froni this rooni a winding passage led io another rooni
which presentcd a rather ghastly appeamance. being strewn with
the bodies of dead mire. bones. fur. etc. Prom this commissariat
apartment. as well as fromi the living room. passages and cross
passages extended in aIl directions horizontally forming quite a
p)erfect system of bighways.

The follow%,ing incidents came under the notice of a friend
of mine wbo reported to me aIl the details as hie saw h :

One day while returning from the fields throughi a lane lie
hecard. before hini. a most distmessed and dismal squealing.
Apprcaching cautiouslv hie oh-served two aduit weaselr each 'ead-
ing by force one of ther incorrigible offspring. while two cthers
came quietly along in the rear. There was, cvidently some cause
for a sudden change of qu~art ers. He w-'< unalble to watchothem
long enough to determa.ine their destina.tion. but knowing as we
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