
YOUNG FRIENDS' RE-VIEWý\.

of dress ()r speech, or following in soi-ne or wortarhood, wvould naturally and
one's for, tsteps just because they walked rightfully attach thierselves to the
so, but examine for ourselves, hold fast church which had thus cared * for then
only to that which is good-right for It has often been acknowledged, I
u1S,, let the lighit shine in our hearts, and think, that our Society w~as flot recev'-
retkect in our counterance and actions. ing its legitiniate share of these. The
Seek to know God'ç, will and do it, and question is: \Vhy flot? and how shall
leave the resuits 'vith Hiim; He wilI wve secure these?
take care of themi. TIhere is another class c utside of the

A. B. present influence of an), church with
which it is perhaps our duty to have to
do. 0f theze I rnay say something in

RETAININ(; OUR YOUNG a future article. Recent writers in the
PEOPLE. Ri]-vrE- have covered some very im-
PEOPLE.portant points on the subject of retain'.

ing our younger members. For the
An erninent rninister of New York, sake of ernphasis I shall repeat a few 'of

wvhose parents belonged to différent these, but I more especially wish to
denornlinations, was ,.ce asked how it bring out one or two more which have
wvas he had foflowed his mother and be- not been dwelt upon. I arn persuaded
carne attached to the Society to which that above ail the influence which wve
she beloiged. His answer ivas in sub- càn bring to bear for the retention of
stance: "1When I wvas a boy I somre- our young people is that of the home.
tinies went with my father and at other Were the example and precepts of
tirnes with -iay miother, and when I home ever in the right, and due en-
acconpanied my mnother I alwvays had couragement given our children to, be-
the satisfaction of having some cakes to corne interested in our Society and its
eat duririg service, but wvhen my father principles, we wvould hear but littie of this
1 had none, and I soon found 1 had scattering. Religious excitement out-
rnuch rather. go Nvith m-y mother, and I side, the resuits of which in so many
did so, and that is the reason, 1 pre- cases 'are but temporary, wvou1d have no
surne, I became attached to rny mother's effect The First-day School, too, is a
church." In the great majority of cases, powverful influence for holding the
1 believct, the rnembers of the cifferent young, if only follow'ed up by a proper
churches become so, by mere accident encouragement by the church. We
of birth or by some trivial circumstance. have placed too littie confidence in our
Ail1 denorninations have their peculiar young mernbcrs. We have in too rnany
excellent:ies as welI as their peculiar cases given too little work to them in
%weaknes ses. 1 do riot believe that our church affairs, and they have gone
rnerely belonging to any church makes where they can find Nvork to do. I
any one a Christian ini the true sense. once heard ai-. aged and rnuch re-
Neither do I consider it a necessity for spected Friend say that he had been
ail to become mnembers of any church clerk of their Preparative and Monthly
i'. order to wvalk in the Truth. Vet 1 Meetings for the past 25 or 30 years.
arn convinced that ail rnay be benefltted WVell, 1 thought to myself, it may be a
by having a religious home within the credit to, hirn, but it is certainly not to
fold of some denomnination. Each the meetings which made the appoint-
church should have a certain care over ments. While the work li ad become, 1
its children and over the children of had no doubt, a burden to hirn, the
others, nho, by circunistances or by young members of these meetings were
choice, corne within its particular in- becomning indifferent for lack of such
fiueilce. Wu Nvould suppose that these work. I amn happy to see that in the

"ren Nyhen they grew to manhood recent past in many mteetinigs a change


