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however, not so much in its convenienco
of approach outwardly as its connexion
with the interior, and especially with the
tea and sitk  distriets. &"rom these dis-
tricts the Chinese come in all directions
to Shanghai.  Many of them remain here
several months, and then retarn, Others,
attracted by the advantages for busiaess
which the place affor Is, take up their a-
bode permanently. Tt is diflicuit to csti-
mate the exact number of those here
from other places, hut some of the intelli-
gent Chinese estimate the numb.r at
100,000, or one-third of the whole popu-
Iation, which they state at 300000, ().
thers make the estimate inuch hizher, be-
lieving that more than one-hall arve from
other places.  The faciliny for spreading
abroad the knowledue of the truth dhns
alforded cannot be casily over-estimed.
The more earnestly and faithfully the
gospel is preached here, the mere wide.
spread will be its effeets throughout the
cmpire. Morally, though not literally,
this will be like a city set on a hill. The
avenues which serve for leading up hith-
er, will also serve for conducting forth
the tenth. And as the <trangers which
were in Jerusalem at Pentecostal times
could relate, when they returned, what
they saw of the wonderful works of God,
§0 may we hope that those who gather
here, shall, if the Lord bless us with times
of refreshing, be also able to rcturn to
their countrymen, bearing the ncws of
salvation.

But there is not merely a wide and
distant field which we can operate on;
there is a large one close at hand. We
are here in the midst of a fertile valley,
teeming not merely with towns and vilia-
ges, but with large cities. These cities
might to some extent be visited now, not-
withstanding the greater restrictions un-
der which we lic since the commence-
ent of the present Ymperor’s reign ;
and all of them, so far as accessible from
here, ought to be considered as embraced
within our miesionary field.  And had we
well-qualified native evangelists, they
could go without restraint to preach the
wospel in ten or fifteen large cities, where
this dialect is spoken with blt very slight
alterations.  Suchau, situated on the
Grand Canal, whose population is estimat-
ed at two* millions, and is reckoned a-
mong the first cities of the empire, in
poiut of wealth, popalation, and litera-
ture, is only distant eighty or ninety
miles.

#* Sec Williams' Mid. Kingdom, 1. p. 84,
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Buch, in a few words, is the field that
lies before us,

What has been done towards ocrupying
Shanghai as a Missionary Station,

It is now nine years since this port
wasopencd.  Missionary operations were
commenced soon after At preseatthere
are twenty-onet male missionaries, .
cinding three trom other poits, who  acy
engazed on the commi tee for tanslating
the Ol Testament. They are ail o,
however, to do more or less other mission.
ary work.  Iive chapels have been bt
within the ciry walls, besides whicii there
are four or tive otuer stated places toe
preaching.  There are three boarding.
schools tor bovs, coninining in all aboat
seventy-five pupils., There are alsn thecs
for wirls, but only one ot thewm fuily woa.
peration—pupils in all  between  thire
ty and toriv.  There are also fuuz o
five day schuls—none of them Lirge—
—less than tweuty in eachs  These are
the principal means in vse, and all in e
infancy of their operations. The nuw
ber of” converts is still very small—of
whom nearly ene-halt’are natives of a.
nether province, (Fohkeen.)  IThavena
the means of ascertaining the exact nuue
bers of all the converts, but they do na
exceed thirty.  There is one nauve evan
gelist,

‘These are some of the tangible results.
There are others which cannot be ex-
pressed by numbers, but which in the
present stage of missionary operatious
ought to e considered as more impor-
tant. We cannot expect fruit before the
land is cleared, and the seed planied; so
men, imbued with superstitions, and bow-
ing down to idols, must first be convineed
of the folly of such a system, and be in-
strucicd to some extent in the truths ofa
better, before we can expect them to turn
to God with full purpose of heart. Some
thing hes Heen done in this preparatory
work. Many know of Jesus whom we

reach. Many will acknowledge, at
cast outwardly, that their idols are of no
avail ; but still few among the mass un-
derstand the real nature of the Christian

t London Missionary Soeiety, 7 ; Church
of England Missionary Society, 2; Ameri-
can Episcopal Board, 2; Southern Baptist,
3; Southern Methodist, 2; Sabbatarians,
2; American Board of Commissioners for
Torcign Missions, 1; Presbyterian Board, 2
The Southern Baptists expect o reinforce-
ment of 4 male missionaries in the course
of the year; American Episcopal, 3; sud
the mission of our own Bourd, 1.




