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wvhich ho is solicitous to surrender. This
anomaly arises from the wording of the "lCo-
lonial Extradition Act," by which the issue
of a colonial warrant is a condition precedent
to any crirninal. process here. Just as demands
for tne extradition of escaping felons from
France or England, must bo made in virtue of
warrants issued by persons having lawful au-
tnority in the couintry fromn wbich the felon
bas escaped, se must our colonial runaways
ho tahen back in (lue foi-in, with proper pro-
cess, bound with legal fetters, and shut up in
a statutal)le goal. The idea of having to deal
with a pris'oner wbo, baving got clear off' with
his booty, liad corne fromn the end of the earth
te surren(lcr biinself and it to justice, neyer
Seems to have enterod the beads of the emi-
nently practical people who drew the Act of
Parliam ont, andi hence Augustus George
Fletcher finds himself not oniy a free man,
but a conmparatively ricl1 one, in spite of him-
self. The police cannot arrcst bim, the ma-
gistrate cannot detain bim, the representatives
of the custorner whose property he purloined
will bave notbing- te do with him, lest they
sbould prejudice their reniedies against the
batik; the bank cannot give him into custody
because there is no jurisdiction, aÙd they
cannot receive tbe money hoe is anxious to
surrender, lest tbey should condone his
offence, and put theinselves in a false position.
-Altogether, it is a very pretty sud a very sin-
gular difflculty, the like of which we do net
reniember to have heard before.

We mnust own, bowever, we cannot very
clearly sc or way to a remcdy. ht would
neyer doc to receive every confession that
tnigbt bo mnade bore by persons professing to
have donc somnething wrong at the Antipodes.
'Vo are afraid the only result would be that
the police courts would ho intindated by a
grand influx of the rogues and rapscallions,
the waifs and strays, the odds and ends cf
society; the black sbeep cf every flock, the
ne'er-do-weels cf' Lery faxnily, thie mauvai8
8u/ets cf every circle--aili ready and willing to
coufess sins they nover conimitted, if that
Were the cnly roquisite for getting to the land
Of golden dresins and ill-defined purposes,
Where old acquaintanceships inigbt, perchance
ho shakon off; whcre now sud botter lives
'flizbt, perchance, bc begun. WVith sorre such
Promises and pur-poses as these would tbey
cheat their consciences andi sebool their minds
to the perpctrsticn cf w-bat they would con-

lie )ious fraud. The inother country and
th olý;nov, betwecn tbcrn, would have te bear
the burdeên cf the deportation cf this undesi-
1%ble cl1(ss cf emigrants, anud tbe colony espe-
ciftlly wouid] bave little reasen te congratulate
itaelf uipon. its bargain. ihere seems nothing
for it but te adhere te existing rules, and
'faintain existing statutes. Theprimdfacie
ground., for accusing a muan cf felony must ho
establislied in the country which dlaims him,
and the futions cf cur magristrates ought stili
tO ho liinite(I te satisfying tbcmnselves that the
Warranit on which the arrêst is made satisties

tbe roquirements cf reasonable caution agsinst
the colorable violation cf the rigbit cf slum.
It is, bowever, rather singular tbat alinost nt
the saine moment cur attention should ho
called, in two qusuters, te the wvorkiing- cf our
extradition laws. '[ho lsck cf a forinal pro-
liminary bas for the Limie prevented the ope-
ration cf the Colonial Act, sud the French
Emperor's impatience cf inagisterial snxiety
te prevent an agencv for the punisliment cf
criminals being turned into an instrument for
tbe redemption cf political ofikonders, bas led
him to give notice cf bis intention te put an
end te the convention on wbicb the statute
rests. We regret that bis Imperial Majesty
should have taken umbrage at precautions
which ho must feel are not altogether un-
needed, or have waxcd impatient because con-
stitutional usages cannot always bo conformed
te the 'ishes, even cf wbolesome (lespetisin.
Hie bas accused us cf being needlessly par-
ticular about forms, aud cf requiriug an im-
possible amount cf preef before surrendering
escaping French félons. The proceedings in
Fletcber's case rnay perbsps satisfy hirn that
such punctiliousuess is net exceptional ; that
even when the interests cf cur 0w-n colonists
migbt apparently sanction relaxation of estab-
lished rules, we say witb Pertia, that " it must
not bo, lest rnany an errer, hy the same ex-
ample, should rush inte the stite." \Ve trust
that the history cf Fletchcm' s ,urronder and
release may satisfy the Enmperor' 1hat our scru-
pulosity, if extreine, is at least cven-handed,
and that calmn reflectien will induce bim te
withdraw alike the notice te end the extradi-
tion convention, and the unfounded asper-
siens upon our mode cf adininistering justice
with which that notice w-as accompaid.-
Banicers' Magazi-ne

UNANIMLTY IN JURIES.

THE prepriety cf xequiring un-inimity in a
jury is problematical only with those who do
net carefully observe the distinction betweeu
criminal and civil trials. Thero is a reason
for enforcing unauimity in crâituial cases ; it
may net ho a sulficient reason, aud wo much
question its pclicy, but iL is tangible and sen-
sible. It rests upon the principle that ne m-an
ought te bo pronouuced guilty cf crimne upon
any evidence short cf that wbicb will carry
conviction te the minds cf a dozon men cf
cemmon sense. But the logical conclusion
from this principle is, net that wo sbeuld en-
force unanimity by puitisbmnent, but tbat, if
the jury do net agree, tbe prosecution fiails te
bave proved the case te the conviction cf
twelve minds, and tbat thon the prisoner is
entitled te an acquittaI. Such a conclusion
would ho very inconvenient, and in fact the
principle on which it beans is faulty. Our law
carnies regard for personal liberty to an absurd
extreme ivhen it affixes te the evidence cf
crime such a condition that it shahl convinco
twvelve men, and wve ideavor te escape froun
the absurdity in a truly English fashion; In-
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