
THE STORY 0F SOME FAMOUS LACES.

by means of cotton placed as thick as may bc required to raise themn. A nuxnber of
beautifuil stitches are introduced into the flowurs, and the wvork ivhen completed is
vcry beautifal. Other examples are showvn in Fig. 58. No. 1 illustrates Point de
Venise fromi 1600 to 1700. No. 2, Point de France fromn 1670 to 1700. No. 3 showvs
this sarne lace at a littie Iater date, from. 1685 to 1730.

The manufacture of the most suniptuous of te points de France wvas establisieci
by the minister at the town of Aleriýon, near his residenc. 'Venetian point in relief
was miade in perfection in this place before lis death, 1683. Ia ail the points of
this century the fiowers are united à1 bride (Fig. 58), but ;rn the eighiteenthl Century
the network ground was introduced, and soon becanie uni versal. The naine IlPoinit
(le France " for French point lace ivas after a turne dropped, and the différent styles
took the naine of the towns at wvhiclî thcy -%ere made, as Point d'Alençon and Point
d'Argentan.

A very interesting example of Point d'Argentan lace is shown by Fig. 59. This
is said to have belonged to lier Majesty, Queca Charlotte. It is supposed to illustrate
the destruction of the Spivnish Armada. We are told aise that a rnost beautiful lace
slhawl was designed and nmade for Qucen Charlotte, using this same subjeot. This
mxust have been a very valuable as well as curious piece of work. This engraving, as

wvell as eut, Fig. 57, is reproduced froni Mrs. F. Bury Palliser's History of Lace, froin
ivhich nîso tic editor lias cira-wn inucli of the present, manuscript.

Point d'Alençon is made entirely by liand, %vith a flne needie, upon a parchimc.nt
pattern, in small pieces, afterward unitcd by invisible seanis. Encli part is exccuted
by a special Nworknian The design, cngravt-d upon a copper plate, is printed off iii
divisions upon pieces of parchmient ten iuches long, and uubercd lu thieir order.
Green parchînent is now used, the worker being better able to detet faults in hier
work than on white. The pattera is xîcxt pricked upon the parchinent, -%ich is
stitchced to a piece of very coarse linen folded double. The <outline of the pattera is
thien forin2d by twvo fiat threads, w hich are guidccl along the edge by the tlinb of
the left lîand, and fixed by minute stitelies: passed with anotlier thrcad and needie
throughi the holes of the parclinent. 'WVlen the outline is finislicd, the work is given
over to the inaker of the ground, whichi is of two kinds, bride ani reseau. The deli-
cate researz is worked backwvaîd and forward froni the footing to the picot. For the
flowers tlhe wvorker supplies lierself wvith a long needle and a fine tlireid ; with these
silo works the Buttonhole stitelh (point noui) froni loft to riglit, nnd whien arrived at
the end of the flower, the thrcad is thrown back from the point of departure, nnd Shlo
wvorks, again frein loft to righit over the thread. This gives a closcness and cvcnness
to the work unequallcd in any other point. Then follow the inodes and other opera-
tions, se that it requires twelve dificrent hands to complete it. The thrcads wliiclu
unite linon, lace and parciment are thon severed, and ail the segments are uinitcd
together by the liead of the cstablishmîent. This is a work of tlic greatcst, nicety.
Frein its soliciity and durability Alençon lias becuî called the Qucen of Lace.
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