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thought, embraces the good and brings it to the front, and
makes his house the headquarters for the best that is to be
had, he loses prestige, he loses business, he loses profits,
and must inevitably go to the wall in time. Hence, apart
from any higher motives, the publisher is compelled by his
pecuniary interests to keep to the forefront of educational
progress.

The course of text-book publishing is an evolution, fol-
lowing closely the trend of educational discussion. Your
deliberations here to-day, determine the text-books of to-
morrow. The publisher is a clearing house of education-
al ideas. A superintendent in a good place may do much
by his individual effort. He preaches his doctrine, pre-
sents his views, guards with watchful care his own schools
and his own teachers The publisher gathers the person-
al views and personal infiuence of the best educators in all
parts of the country and draws them together, crystallizes
their thought in books, and by distributing those books
throughout the country multiplies a thousand fold the in-
fluence of any individual educator. _

The publisher is a conservator of educational interests.
The personality of an active teacher or superintendent may
tend to propagate bad methods; and wherever he goes
and impresses his personality he may extend these bad
methods. A publisher may publish a book containing bad
methods, but under the law of the survival of the fittest,
the poor book perishes and the good book survives. Hence,
the publisher’s net resultant effort is always toward im-
provement, in this respect having the advantage over any
individual educator.

In the best style of teaching, of course the text-book is
always subordinate. Books are bad masters, but good
servants. They are not to be used as crutches to help
those who could not otherwise walk, but are to be placed
in the hands of the skilful as fine-edged tools. The wise
teacher may omit, may add, may modify—in a word, may
adapt the text to the wants of the hour, and thus extract
and use to the greatest helpfulness. While the highest
type of teacher may be a living text-book, time does not
sulﬁﬁe, and the burden is too heavy for wholly personal
work.

But with ordinary or inferior teaching—and who shall
say, despite all improvements, how much of this sort of




