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thought, embraces the good and bring"s it to the front, and
makes his house the headqrnàrters for the best that is to bu
had, lie loses prestige, lie loses business, hie loses profits,
aud must iîîevitably go to the wall iii time. Hence, apart
from any highier motives, the publisher is compelled by his
pecuniary interests to keep to the forefront of educational
progress.

The course of text-book publishiing is an evolution, fol-
lowingv closely the trend of educationai discussion. Your
deliburations here to-day, determine the text-books of to-
morrow. The publisher is a cieariing house of education-
ai ideas. A superintendent iii a good place mnay do much
by his individual effort. Hel preaches his doctrine, pre-
sents his views, guards with watchful caire his own schools
and his ownvi teachers The publisher gathers the person-
ai views and personai influience of the best educators ini al
parts of the cotintry and driaws them toguether, crystaiiizes
their thougrht in books, and bv distributing( those books
throughout thu country multiplies a thousand foid the ini-
fluence of aîîy individuai, educator.

The publisher is a conservator of educational interests.
The personality of an active teacher or superintendent may
tend to propagrate bad methods; and wherever he goes
and imipresses his personality lie may exteud these bad
methods. A publisher may pubish a book containing bad
methods, but under the iaw of the survivai, of th.e fittest,
the poor book perishes and the god book survives. Hence,
the publisher's net resuitant effort is aiways toward im-
provement, iii this respect having the advantage over any
individuai educator.

In the best style of? teaching, of course the text-book is
aiwTays subordinate. B3ooks are bad masters, but good
servants. They are not to be used as crutches to heip
those who could not otherwise walk, but are to be placed
ini the bands of the skilfui as flne-edged tools. The wise
teacher may omit, may add, may modify-in a word, may
adapt the text to the wants of the hour, and thus extract
and use to the g-reatest heipfuiness. While the highest
type of teacher rnay be a living text-book, time does not
suffice, and the burden is too heavy for whoiiy personai
work.

But with ordinary or inferior teaching-and who, shall
say, despite ai improvenients, how mnuch, of this sort of
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