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Ireland wvas to distinguish lierseif as a filhting race. For three litwî-
dred years the Danes invaded the Isle. Year after year fresh arniies
ofi these northern barbarians poured into Ireland, the Irish people
standing at bay, sword in hand. But in the eleventh century Jreland
arose as one man, and drove hier enemies from ber shores. Thiose
Danes, who wvere able to subdue England, and ail nortlîern France,
and to leave the marks of their sovereignty in Scotland, ivere re-
pulsed by Ireland. And, as Irish historians affirrn, the secret of lier
suprenîacy lay in thie mag.ical sound of the manie and faith of St.
Patrick. These barbarians hiad conie forth opcnly avowed to wvipe
away Ireland's fa;tli, but it wvas this that ncrvced and united lier, and
resulted in thiat final glorious victory at Çlontarf. Let mie ask youl:
What other people can boast of such an achievenient, alter three
centuries of constýant in-vas*,on, to flnally corne forth wvitl ail its pris-
tine viaor and faith intact? History gives us no0 similar example.
And, therefore, hiave I said thiat Ireland is singular among the na-
tions.

But if the Irish people are singular in their glories, they are
Iikewise singular in tlîe wvrongs that they have sufferced. After four
more centuries of wvar, Jreland, to save lier nationality, wvas called
upon to lay down tlîe sword, the sword tliat for seven hîîindred years
had neyer seen its shieath, and on bended knee to transfer it to the
tainted lîand of Henry VIII of England. But, aIas, the deal wvab
barel) finished wvhen the news arrived that England hiad changed
lier faitli, and demanded of Ir-Aand the surrender of lier div0ne iri-
lieritance. And thien conîmenced tlîat cma whic hi bringys to every
truc Irish 'heart a sense of compassion and sorrow. Whrin the
history of nations, is there. a people who have undergonc the pcrse-
cution the Irish people hlave? For three centuries the strongest na-
tion on the earth souglit to ext*nguishi, I)v Irish blood, the lighit of
Irish faith. But Ircland fouglît for lier freedon, and in the maie o!
faith triuimphied.

Truc it is, Ireland lost lier national parliamnent.Nertees
the nationial sentiment, contr.iry to the bel*ef of Englishi ninisters,
lias not v'et been extinguished, and never wvihl ho extinguislied.
Irishimen nt home yet cling as devotc2d1y to theïr n-ationality as at
any former period.. This is evicit in the conduct of the Irish na-
tional partv', wvhose wholc Jkýtor "v ', one of th(, nost vnselflslî
patriotism. Abroad, espec.iahty ini the Anicicacn Republir ýand thWs
fair Dominion of ours, Irish -sentimnit beaIts lîighi. And the en-
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