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Ile is an oracle of optim-isi and of joy. Mien St. Pýatrick con-
demns the warfare carried on betwveen the different Irish clans,
Benignus pleads for ]lis wayward countryxnen in a hopeful and
cheer.ful strain, likening Clhristianity te "the glati spring"
tripping "above a dusky forest roof, leaving a track sea-green"
and "above green copse of thorn. leaving a track foam-wliite,"
and thoughi "not straigit, shie ran; yet soon she conquered aIl."
The figure very aptly traces the happy progreass of Christianity
in Ireland, turned aside, now and thon, by a slighit rebuif, but, in
the end, conquering ail. Benignus thien asks the Saint,-

'«O 1atlier, is it sinful to be -lad
Ilere arnid sin and sorrow? .Joy is strong,
Strongest in spring-tide! Mourners 1 have known
That, liorneward w'endin- fri'o the new-dug grave,
Against their -%vill, where sang the happy birds
Ilave felt the aggressive gadness stir their hearts,
And sxniled arnid thecir tears."

The phrase "«aggressire gladness" is, 1 believe, -very apt. It
conveys an exaet impression of that sensation which se often
takes possession of one in balmy spring days and filis one with.
the joy of livni is "'a-gressive gladness" wvhich turns the
poet's thouglits and pen to the praises of .spring, and bore, indeed,
the phrase is a confession of wbat lias moved Benignus to tiiese

spring tide raptures."

But it. would lie interesting to know whvlat caused de Vere, to
write the "«Legconds"' in suehf a happy velu. Trutc, the narration
of a, whole nation's conversion te Christianiity is no occasion for
tears, yet, while the nature of the subjeet, niust be adrûiitted as a
cause of the poet's joyful toile. it is adrnitted only as a partial
cause. 1 mill mention thrce other probable causes 'which lie in
the poet's personality. First. the fact tlîat lie was Ilrish calîs for
optiînisin in bis poetry for Irishinen are essentially optiînistic.
Seeondly, the fact that Aubrey de Vere was a, couvert. explains
inucli of the joy and pleasure iich lie evinces in p)roclainting
the glories of thc Catiiolie Clînrel, bis uew-fouud Mother. Lastly.
his great love of thec Faith aff orded hlmi pleasure in his -work aud
influenccd lîiîn ne doifft, in painting the hiappy condition the
Gospel lcft, in its wake.
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