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MISCELIL.ANEOUS.

THE INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY UPON
LITERATURE.

One of the ipflucnces of Cluistiapity is, that it has opened
nothiog less than a new world of Jiterature. The nise of
the Christ-religion proclaimed itself by that record which
was an entirely new depatture from all that bad gone before
in the literary world ; and that new departure contained a
germ from which has grown a great and mighty literary life.
Consider the works of philosophy, science, theology, that
for eiphteen centuries have fuilen hike drops of intellectual
lifhk from the pens of its followers. The  Civitas Dei
. of St Ax:gunine. the ** Summa Theologia® of Thomas

Aquinas, the ¢ Imitatio Christi” of A’Kempis {of which

more than £if, million copies have been printed), the
“ Novum Organum® of Bacon. Side by side with these
heavier works, poetry and imaginative literature have im-
bibed & new spirit.  All the master-picces of later ages have
sprupg from Christianity. The ‘¢ Jerusalem Delivered " of
Tasso, the ¢ Divine Comedy ™ of Dante, the *‘Faity
Queen * of Spen<er, Milton's ¢¢ Paradise Lost,” the im-
mortal works of Shakespeare, which alone contain and ex-
haustive treatise of moral philosophy and syster. .ucdivinit; .
Itis the secret influerce of Christianity wl:ch lends such
power to, and sheds sach lustre through, the pages of Scott,
and Dickeps, and many others that I might mention, In
fact, it alone has given that tone of trne refinement and
honest merit to all our modern literature of fiction which is
worth the reading,

1{ space permitted 1 mi§bt show also how it has influenced
music and art, Lut I inerely sx:ﬁgcst these heads, and add a
word from Archbishop Trench. * \Vho would have sup-
Bos:d," says he, ¢‘ thar, courished by the Chiistian books,

_ by the great thoughts which Christ set stirring in the heart
of humanity, there rhould unfold itself a2 poatry infinitely
greater, ao ait wfivitely higher, than any which the old
world had seen ; and that those skilless Christizn hymos
should yet be the preludes to loftier strains than the world
had cver listened to before?  Ox who wonld have supposed
that those artless drawings of the catacombs had the pro-
phecy in them of more woundrou. compositions than men's
eyes had ever seen—or that a day should arrive when above
masy a dark vault and parrow crypt, where now the Chris-
tian worshippers grathered in secret, should atise domes acd
catbedrals embodying loftier ideasthan did all those Grecian
temples which now stood so fair and strong 2™

Bat to return oace more to literature for 2 moment.  Not
only has Christianity been tbe motive power to all the best
of modern literary works, but it has been the very preserver

of all anclent literature, and at ceztain epochs the only pat- |-

ron of lexming. ¢ That the clergy,” says Mill, * were the
preservers of all letters and all culture, of the writiogs and
even the traditions of literary antiquity, is too evident to
have been ever disputed ; but for them there would have
been a2 complete break between the aacient and modern
world.”” So, then, the ministers of Christianity kept alive
the torch of leaming; in ber monasteries were preserved
and reproduced the apcient MSS., and there she tanght
the geperations, as they followed one another, 211 that they
koow of att, of scicoce acd religion.—B8y W. W. De Hart,
S8, ix Frank Leslis's Sunday Magazine for August.

ESQUIMAUX GRATITUDE.

When Sir John Ross was winteting in Felix Harbour,
Prince Regent’s Inlet, in x8:9~:io, his vessel, the Victery,
was visited by soms tribes of Erquimaunx that kad arrived
from Iwillik and vicinity. QOac of the men, Tullnahai, bad
Jost a leg, jost below the knce, at some period of his life,
the stump of which had healed perfectly, and which inall
other respects was an_excellent case for a ‘sailor’s false leg
of wood, which the ship carpenter was ivstrucled to make
for the poor cripple.  When shown its vse and benefits, his
joy and appreciation were unbounded, and one of the first
thoughts that entered the grateful creature’s heart was, how
he conld repay the kindness. The makiog of the false leg
wazs at once decided as the work of the white ampedo, and
Trlluahai theoght it meet and proper that payment shornld
be, in some way, of the same gencral character. He had
notited that the ship’s carpenter was worn by some wasting
discas= to almost & skel=ton, and he therefore reprired lo
his villxge, procured the most czuinent axgely, and returoed,
intending that Mr. Carpenter shoald be mzde whole, physi-
cally, at Jeast, The proffered com tion was so comical,
altbouph offored in the best of faith, and the poor wortkman's
condition really 20 bad, that Qtooki, the exgrels, was not
allowed to peactise his perfornmances, and the occasion was
3002 forgotlcs amid the other ohjects of altraction by which
their attention was so fally occupied.  This case typifies the
reark I bave alicady made, that the Esquimaux are more
proac to force their superstitions oo others than to reccive
the religion of otherr, 2nd do not cotple it with the secrecy
and exclusiveness of the Indizes of our continent, Poor
Maslin, the carpenter, shoitly afterward died of consampe
tiom, =nd Tulloahai got aloeg famously witk his woodenolg'r
that bore a brass plaic with the name of the ship, her local-
ity and date of wintering ; which the poot savape, decmiop
it to be ol some mysterions poxer—and it bcin&’a well, 2
beastiful ornament to his eyes—always kept brightly pols
ished—Zarml. Frederick Sckwatka, in Fromk Leslic's Sxn-
day MNopezine for Awgxst.

COLOGNE CATHEDRAL,

Cologne Cathedral ic completed®at last. Nothiog es
maics 40 be done but to remave the stagioy and sexffoldirgs
and derricks, and to put the beawtifol terrace in order,  And
for this $t20,000 will be required. There is sometbioy
woaderlally impressive ia the asurncture, by far the Taest
architectural week i3 Ea and the sichest specimen of
the pothic order ia the world, It was begun 613 yours ago,
in 1270, when Germany was little more than ball civilised,
and the Novoans raled Explaed, holding the Saxocs in yubs

Jection in a Iot but & trifle hetter than serfdom. Who de.
signed this magnificent edifice is not now certainly knowa.
1t took over fifty years to finish the choir, which was conse-
crated in 322, Work was continted onittill down into the
troublesoroe times of the Reformation, when it was sus-
pended, the great iron crane standing to show that the faith
which begun would surely complete the edifice. And the
retura of order brought the spirit needed for the task. Work
was resumed.  The unrivalled beauty of the place compelled
the admirmtion of Prolestants, and wmade tgc buildivg an
object of pride. The King of Prussia took hold of the en-
terprise as & national monument, and in 1842 laid the foun.
dation of the transept. The naves, aisles and transepts
were opened in 1838, The magnificent south portal was
finished in 1859, and the north portal soon afler, and the
central iron spite was raised io 1860, The towers, as now
completed, rise upward of 500 fect. Over $2,600,000 have
been spent in the work since 1864, Such a building is a
history in stone. Eighte.n gencrations of artisans have
worked upon it. Thousands of men have chisclled and
wrought their whole lives into it, of whom not ooe in & hun.
dred had a conception of the finished structuie. They
Luilded better than they knew, in a literal sense, And at
last it stands, a thing of marvellous beauty and graodeur,
rooted in the faith and picus devotion of the ages, as though
it had grown out of the hearts of an unconquerable people,

SOMEBODY'S SECRET.

Sumebody and 1, in the moonlight,
Went down where the golden rods grow;
He told me a beautiful scctet,
That nobod{ ever will know ;
For I'll keep it well—
I never will tell
The secret he whispzred so Jow.

IIe told the sweet story so softly,
It didn'’t ¢’en waken 2 bird;
The katydics kept such a chatter,
I do not think they could bave heard ;
Bat they never tell,
I konow very well,
No, nct if they koew every word.

‘The moon and the stars heard the secret,
I know by the smile that they wore ;
They winked at each other so slyly,
I'm sure they had heard it before ;
But they'll never tel),
1 koow very well ;
They've heard it too often before.

- For "tis said the story’s an old one §
« Bubthat I will never confess;
Ifold, it keeps up with the fashion,
And oftentimes wesrs 2 new dress ;
And 1'll keep it weil—
I pever will tell
The secret—I'l] leave you to guess.
—%. E. Mockay, ir. Our Contin:n!,

A MONOSYLIABIC PROTEST.

Thigk not that strength lies in the big round word,
Or that the bricf 20d plain must needs be weak.
%‘g whou{: ca}::dthisl?e true wh?u on:lci has lnmﬂk
e ot the topgue that all men ’
Wh:fgtant or pv:oe or {:lst is in the lhm?u
So that cach word gasped ont is like 2 shrick
Pressed from the sorc heart, or astracge wild note,
Sang by some fay orfiend? There is 2 strength
\Which dies if stretched too fer or spun too fine,
\Vhi?h h:; more heighth than bicadth, more depth thas
ength.
Let bat this foree of thought 20d specch be mine,
And he that will may take the sleek, fat phrase,
\7hich glows and bams rot, though it gleam and shine—
Light, bat no heat—a Hash, but not a blaze )

Nor is it mere strepgth that the short word boasts ;

It serves of more than fight or storm to tell,

The roar of waves that oa rock-bound coasts,

The crask of 1all trees whean the wild winds fwell,

The voar of gurs, the groans of men that die

On blood-stained fields. 1t has = voice as well

For them that far off on their sick-beds lie ;

For them that weep, for them that monm the dead,

For them that lavgh and dance and clap the hand

To joy's qukck step, as well as priel's slow tread,

The sweet plain words we leam at fint kesp tioe,

And though the thedre be3ad, or gay, or grand

With exch, with all, these msy be s2id to chime,

In thought, ot spetch, oF song, or prose, or thyme.
—Fref- F. A, Alexandar, D.D.

WAR ON THE CIGARETTE.

A crasade against the d;rc{tehu been started awoog
the children of the public schools of Philadelphia. Oac of
the principals has called the altention of the Bozed of Edu.

] cation to the sabject, ia a letter in which be sa33 that, of

the 50,000 pupils in the public schools of the city, 2 large
myonion ase {obacoe ib yarivas forms 3 and that the habit

increased to an alammaing extent since the cizareile
was instituted. A short statement of the physical and mea-
tal disordess produced in childron by the use of todbao
has been printed and posted on the inzide of the cover of
cvery text-book uied in onc school. The association of
male priccipals bas approved his leltet to the Board, and
an encrgelic campaign on et line is the expecied reslt,

} float securely in water if care is taken to kecp the

Trx Vicat of Downholme, in Yorkshire, commilled
suldide lately LUy cutting his throat with & palr of sclmoxy, 4

CARLYLE'S TRIUMPHR OVER DIFFICULTIES,

Ina stmnﬁntnd entertalning view of Carlyle’s life and
character, ‘\’o Burroughs says, in the midsummer (August)
¢ Century ¢ “Culﬁ ¢ owed cverything to his power of
will and to his unflinchiog adherence to principle, He was
i no sense & lucky mau, bad no good lortune, was borne by
80 current, was favoured and helped by no circumstance
whatever.  His life from the first was a'steady pull against
both wind and tide. He confronted all the cherished
thoughts, belicfs, tendencies of hic time ; he spuroed and
iosulted his age and country. No man ever before poured
out such withering scora upon his contemporaries. The
opinions and practices of bis times ia politics, religion, and
literature were as a stubbly, brambly ficld, to which he would
faln apply the match and clean the ground for & notler crop.
He would purge and festilize the soil by fire. His attitude
was at once, like that of the old prophets, one of watning
and rebuking. He was telused,every public place he ever
aspired to~—every college and editorial chaire Every man’s
hand was against him. He was hated by the Whigs and
feared by the Tories. Ile was poor, proud, uncompromis-
ing, sarcastic; he was morose, dyspeptic, despoudent, come
}nm:d about by dragons, and all manner of evil menaciog
orms ; in fact, the odds were fearfully against him, and yet
he succpeded, and succecded on his own terms, e fauly
corquered the world—yes, and the flesh and the devil.”

COLOURS MADE BY THE HUMAN }OICE.

The * Philadelphia Press  says : An optical demonstra-
tion of the effect of sound on the colours and figuresin soap
bubbles was given at the Franklin Institute recently by
Prof, Holeman. A flm of sozp was placed across the end
of a phoneidoscope. To bring the sound in direct contact
with the soap a tube was used. A reflection of film wss
thrown oa a canvas screen, where it fist assumed a bluish-
gray appearance.  An intopation of the voice, with the lips
close 1o the mouth of the tube, caused a number of black
spots to appear-oa the reection. \When these away
2 beaatufc] light green, intermingled with pink, remained.
Thesc two appeared to be the principal colours caused by
sound. It was noticeable, however, that, while a certain
tone would cause the same figure to reappear, it had no con-
trol over the colonr. A tone which, for instapce, caused
one solid colour to appear, would bring out, pethaps, a
datk bluc 2t one time and a yellow at znother. No differ-
ence was noticeable in the eficct of the male and female
woices,

70 AVOID DROWNING.

It is a well-known fact, sa-ys-lhc ¢ Scientific Americas,”
that any person of average structure and luog capecity will
and
arms submerped and the luogs foll of ait. Yet in most
cases people who are not swimmers immediately raise their

“hands above theit heads and scresm the moment they find

themselves in deep water.  The folly of such action can be
impressively illustrated by means of 2 half empty bottls and
a couple of nzils, 2nd the experiment shonld be repeated in
cvery houschold wuntil all the members—panticularly the
women and children—realize that the only chance for safety
in deep water lies in keeping the hands uoder and the
mouth shut. . -

Any shott necked, rquare-shonldered bottle will answer,

{ and tbe nails c2n easily be kept in place by 2 rubber band

orstripg.  First ballast the bottle with sand, go that it will
just float wth the nails pointicg downward, thea by tumning
the ozils upward the bottle will be ejther forced nndex
water at once, ot will be tipped orvet 50 thet the water will
pout into the open mouth, and down it will go. To chil-
drea the experiment is 2 very impressive oae, 20d the moral
of it 13 easily anderstood. It may prove alif:-{sving Jesson.

CANINE SAGACITY. -

An instance of canine s=gacity which descives to be
recorded came under thenotice of the Conwall "Reqlartcr"
Iately.  Ocrlittle ssaggy “ Nip ™ bas besn continually per-
secuted by the assanlts of a bigper black Cog belonging toa
neighbour. He was kept in constant terror and was not
allowed to rest in peacr, cven under bis own vine aud &g
tree.  Things went on in this way uatil one afternoon, when.
be strock on a Tuse worthy the intellect of the nobler cres-
tion. On the = oce of the big black dog *Nip”
walked quickly olE leaving his eoemy in quict poswessioa of
the premises. ile was sooo, howerer, séen to retur,
accompagiod by Mr. McLean's big boancer. The latter
went to work at once to demolith the tresspasser and
intreder, while “*Nip* stoad by 2 more than interested

xctator. Ilis eycs glisteoad, his whole body quivered
with delight, aod his tail wagged 200 circles of joy 2 minnte.
As 3000 as the battle was orer and the vanquished black
dog disappaared crestfaikn znd wmiows a codnsiderable
amoant of wool, * Nip"” accompanied his prolector home
amin, chatting all aloog ia the most familias of dogy Latin.
The truth of this story is vopched for -

It is probable that the marriage of Prince Louis of Bat.
teaberg and Princess Victoria of Hesse will be celebrated in
the private chapel at Windsor Castla

GIORGE ATGUSTUS SALA ohicclito *‘pablic feeds, ait-
tiog for boum at 2 crowded tavemn table ywrreunded by
mnds‘yw do vot wish to eatand liquors you< o nt wish to
driok.” This it a litde nogratefal from 2 zvan who for
vears haz been apoog the most habiipal public diners in
Loodoa.

THE visitor to the Coloppe Cathedral is met at the 2n-
trance by a shavea crnwned, sergerrobed, and szndal-footed
moak, wheee. daly it is to present with his kR hand a
card privted ia German, Eaplish, and French, poliely
Tequesting 3 contribation for the baildixy fand of the
;lh:la». while with hiz 5icht haod he oul 2 ailver

——— e d



