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which takes for granted that crookcdncss and cor-
ruption are the normal conditions aofnlost govern-
ing bodies. Whien once this idea takes possession
of the public mind national decadence is inevitable.

Out of the confusion and moral shock caused by
the disclosures of the Panama Canal frauds te re-
actîonaries apparently discern a possible opportunity
for the advancemnent of their designs for the subver-
sion of the republic. That they witi stîccccd can
hardly bc imagined. The public have been startled
and shocked by the revelations madle, and it is bu.
miliating to them ta find that the form ai goverfi-
ment ta which thcy are undoubtedly attached 'mws
been unable to shicld them fromn thc Ioss and .. i
grace that plausible schcmers have entailed. It is
not clear, however, that the French people arc, in a
fit ai virtuous indignation, about to re-cect the
shattered thranes ai cither Orlcanists or l3onapar-
tists. Should such ail unlikely thing occtîr, it may
bc taken for granted tîtat the Roman Cathalic
Church would endeavour to become a pover behind
tvhichever thronc the factions might succced ini
restoring. Although it is impossible ta forccast
what the French people miglit do in a time of in-
tense excitement, it is improbable that thte end of
the existing republic is near.

RELIGIQUS PERSECUTIONIV L RUSSIA.

IT is flot e. .,y ta arrive at a cîcar and truthfül
estimate ai the real condition af Russia. Visi-

tors ta that coun:try s2e things from différent stand-
points ; they go there with diffèrenltabjects in vietv,
report what bas came under their own notice and
g;ve the impressions they have individually received.
Though these accounts differ materially it does flot
necessarîly follow that those who bave travelled in
Russia intcnd ta gîve inaccurate accaunts of what
they have scen. Dr. Talmage's estiniate ai the con-
dition af the Muscovite Empire differs in mast
respects fram the graphic. and poverful narratives
of George Kennan. These twa men are very differ-
ently constituted and the reasons that took them ta
Russia were diverse. The pastar ai the Brooklyn
Tabernacle went with American contributions for
the Russian famille fund. He came into contact
mostly with the officiai class, and liad an interview
with the Czar himself. Most ai what he satv was
rainbow.tîntcd. H1e was in that frame ai mmnd ta
put the best possible construction on whatever came
under bis notice. Besides, Dr. Talmage is a very
busy man. It may be doubtcd if hie 15 in a position
ta, take a calm and comprehlensive view of âny sub-
ject. He has n- .tîme ta waste o"n bothersome
details. H-is judgments are apt ta be intuitive.
The officiai class in Russia have the reputation af
being very astute ansd plausible gentlemen, and it
would be an easy matter for them ta convey the
impression ta the American preacher that the
stories of discontent and extreme cruelty were the
inventions af the unscrupulous enemies ai lawv
and order. The general belief is that Alexander
III. is per;onally a vcry estimable and kindly man,
antd since he is absolute it is easy ta convey the
impression that under sa benign a ruler, the crimes
attributed ta, the Government cannot possibly cxist.

George Kennan wcnt ta Russia ta, investigate
the political problcmns that have given risc ta Nihil-
ism, and ta ascertain froni personal observation the
actuai working af the exile system. H1e had intro-
ductions ta pramînent Government officiais in St.
Petersburg, in tbe Provinces and in Siberia. He had
ample opportunities ta learn their views. He had
access ta the official returns bearing on the subject af
bis investigation. His abject was talearn the trutb.
He did flot go ta Russia prepossesscd in favour af
the exilcs and the cause for which they suffered.
lie started out with an American's love ai freedoni
and batred ai anarcby, and therefore with a pre-
judice against the '«politicals." It was fram what he
saw and froni personal experience tbat'he was con-
strained ta change bis opinions. Na reader af bis
forcefui narrative can honestly corne ta the conclu-
sion that it is fictitiaus. lie sîmply sçpeaks from his
own knowledge. There can be no doubt that Mr.
Kennan possesses the faculties requisite for patient
and careful investigation. It is no disparagement af
the Brooklyn. divine ta say that George Kennan's
work en Russia is a more trustworthy authority
than the basty picture prcsented by Dr. Talmage.

The accounts af religiaus persecuti-on in Russia,
coming from so many and varîcd sources, lcave na
roamn for doubt. Who that follows the course af
public events w>ould care ta caîl in, question the
uniiorm statements that for several years past the
Lutherans of the Balkan provinces have been
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harassed and persccuted tiha persistency indica-
tive af a determination ta stippress their form af
tvorsbîp altogcther? It is difficult for onc ta
believe that the Czar, the ostensible head of the
Greek Church, is ignorati the hardships imposed
an bis subjects in these provinces on account ai
their religion. It is acknowledged tbat M. Pobe-
donitseff, the 1rocurator af the Holy Synod, bas
avowed the determinatian ta force theni inta,
arthodoxy, as he understands it, by depriving theni
of the last vestige ai religious liberty. Is it, or is
it not, truc that the Jetvs in Russia have been
subject ta forms ai persecution that recail the
intolerance and barbarity ta which their race was
exposed in medioeval Euirope ? It seemis ta be the
determined purpose ta compel the entire Rutssian
population ta avaw adherencc ta the Greck Churcli.
The propaganda is not carried on by lcarned
argument. Thc priests do not attempt ta canvince
the Lutherans that the doctrines of the Reformatian
arc wrong ; they do nat take the best wvay ta
canvince the Jews tbat jesus Christ is the Messiah
the ancestors ai their race hoped for; neither arc
tbey capable ai convincing the Stundists that they
are living in deadly error. Their polemîcs are ai a
simpler and mare primitive character. Their
arguments are ai a material, nttoa a spiritual
kind.

The Chrisitan World, publislied in London,
somte time ago reccived two letters frean Stundists
living in thse Province ai Kicif. Sa startling and
terrible were the details they r 1- ained, that the
canductars of that paper at once a.ý,ututed enquiries
as ta the truth ai the statements made in these
communications. Thc resuit shows that the writers
in no degrec exaggerated the sad condition ai
affairs. The fallawing extracts wîll give an idea ai
haw these poor people are treated, simply because
they are dissenters froin the national creed :

The letters (ronm the village cf 17 sustinski are ttucein
cvery particular cf their contents. Men, wcmnen . e chil-
dren have undergone treatinent, the womien especîally, which
is indescribable. The horrors menticned n these letters are
net a tithe cf wisat bas been endured.

Kapustinski s only cneecf manV villages where similar
dp.eds have been enacted. Another s Sýibentz, aIse En thse
Province of Kîif. Here tise priest!biîmply ordcred the people
and village eider te" tisrash tise Stu.jdis.ts." In Gavril
Vdovitcbenka's but the intinates were beaten witb tbick sticks
until they were senseless. and tisen tiseir hair was tom '#loi bY
handiuls. Tîmcthy Zaitz and bis wite were atiacked En a
beuse net their own, and beaten se terrihly that tbey cculd
isardly crawl te their cwn cottages cn ail tcurs. Simon
Kotsyub bad forty strokes o! a tbick rail cn bis bare body.
Fedor Shumtchuk was waylaid by five men, tisrown on the
ground, and iseld down by iour cf thei wbtle tise flfth ad-
minîstered forty blcws a! the stick. He was then ordered ta
drink vodka, and when lie refused bie iad another beatîng.
Thse wife of Thecodosia Zaitseff whcn En the !amily way wam
beaten se badly by four of these village flends that sise gave
bîrtisttelber child prematurely. Tise chîld was se injured, sa
bruîsed, thatît died after three days. Alrhough the Stundtsts
were clasely watched ]est they sisaul fiee (rom thse village
two mnen managed te steal away in the aight tu the raîlway
station thirty miles distant. Tney went te KiefTwhere the
Geverner-General lives, and made a complaint cf the horrible
ccnduct cf tise vllagit authorîties. In twe wceks' tErne an
ufficial atrived n Skibentz te investigate the natter ; but the
priest was prepared with fîve wtnesses, wbo swore that ne
sucis events as were complained cf isad bappened in tht vil-
lage. It s said that tht priest's witnesses at flrst demurred
te perjurîng themselves. but tissl man of God " made their
minds easy by promisîng ta take their sin upon his owa con-
science and te gîve them absolution. O! course, thse official
retuiaed te Kief and reported that tht Stundist comrplaints
were groundless.

In a aeîghbouring village a man calicd Kirife had forty-
five blows aftie stick admnistered te bsm by order of the
village eider for refusing te drink vodka. Stili refusing, bis
boots were pulled off, iran rings were fasteaed te his ankles,
and n tbis guise lie was tied te a post En tise middle cf thse
village, tc be made sport cf by the Ortisodox. At tise sug-
gestion cf tht prîest hie received a second heating, and was
liberated.

la anather village, the wi!e cf a Stundist called Dolman
was se badly beaten that she fell senseless to tise floor. Her
tormenters revived ber by pouring water aver her aut cf a
huge ' ug Tisen tbey sntashed tise jug and every ailher vessel
En thteibause.
It may serve sanie good purpose at least if these
things were more gencrally known. At a recent
meeting in London it was stated that the least ex-
pression ai public opinion in Russia itself is ruth-
lessly repressed by a Government that in fia way re-
presents the people, but the Czar's Government
dreads the civilized public opinian ai Europe and
America, and is infiucnced by it. Thus, George
Kennan's exposure ai Siberian prison borrors led ta
important refarnis. The nccessity ai this aatside
pressure-the only pressure that can bc applied-is
its justification. The Anglo-Saxon race ought ta,
be tbankiul that they enjoy civil and religiaus iree-
damn; they ougbt te manifest their principles by
living up ta thcm and giving their sympathy and
aid ta those who are struggling ta secure the right
ai worshipping God according ta the dictates of
enlîghtened conscience.
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Tite Do.NINION ILLUSTRATRU NMONTIILY. (<Mantreal
Sa'diston Litho. and Put#. Co.)-The December number of this
magazine s ta band. %'Je ni)tice a decided improvement, and the
Dominiion J1fon1h/y now takes rank imong the leading periodicals
of the day. This issue contains as a supplement an excellent portrait
of lin. A. R. %neers, ex.Lieut. Got 'ernor of Qucb.-c, who bas juit
been taken into, the Cabinct at 0.tawa as Minister of Agriculture.

TiiF ('OLtY'%IiIAN IIISTORicAt. NovrLs :Vol. IV., Pocahontas,
a story of Vrgnia. 13y John R. Musick. Illustratedl with full page
half tant engcavings and otiser illustrations. (New York: Funk &
Wagnalls Comp3ny ; Toronto : t:sRictimond Street %Vest.-Po:.
hantas s a name te conjure with on ibis continent, a niane that
strikirs a sympathetie chord in every generoîîs breast, a naome which
can hardly failte awaken a pas3irr- regret that a race capable of plo.
ducing so noble a type ol womantîood should have been doomed ta
extinction in the inevitable strugglc for race aupremacy. Pocahonta,;
bclonged to an epocb-the petiod of the early Petlement of Virginia
-and she illuminated onc page cf history, at least, with her charm.
ing pecsonality. TFi author bas donc wisely in selecting her as the
heroine of the historie dria of that perid. white historie truth de.
mandcd that shteand that splendid type cf hcr ic manbuad (ram
the Old WVorld, Captain John Smith, sbîoiilà bu assigned the lcading
parti'. The author bas been pre-emicnnly successful in the delinea-
tion cf the dlramdtis ' soma, calling up frein the dead past the teal
trien and wamen who rigured si c nspicuouîly En the thrilling events
of bhat tlime ; and white historie accuracy bas been bis chic! aim, the
romnantic interest neyer fligs-the brilliant setting of the stary fixes
historie characters permanently En the rcader's memary. As En the
preceding volumes of tbis acries, an Estevan plays - n Emportant part,
the Eîtevin ciIl Picahontas and Virginîa," transferred ta Englisb
.toit, becomes plain Philip Stevenç. Young (clics particularly will bc
deltgbted in the possession of a copy cf this liok, and it will cet fait
to ins.tuct themn in heroisrn and inspire pattiotism. As, one by ~e
the stories of this series aie un!olded, the greater Es our appreciation
of the comprebiensive grasp of the subject and înastery of detail
whic.h tbe autbor reveals En the ambitioue project ci weaving the four
centuries of Anseticin histoîy nt>) anecocnîinuous and cacnectcd
diamatic whole, the story of each sepirale volume being camplcte in
telf.

BIA'TISMl: its mode and ncaning at the ime of cur Lord, bistar-
ically and philologically învestigated by Rev. W. ._ McKay, B.A.,
W'oodstock, Ont. (Toronto .Wittsmn' Btigns.) -Tisisi aa tw bock
on an eld subject. by a weillknown ..uthor, thurougbly acquainîcîl
with tht marer an which he wites. WVhen bit. McKay's book
IlImmersion, a Romish Invention " frst appeared about tcen Vears
ààgo, te m2ny o! cutrBiptist bretbren t was like a thunderbolt out
o! a clear ky. Baptists bal been attowed to speak long and Icuil
about their favourite dipping, and their xtatements, however, wild
ansd unsctiptural, hiait been allowed te pasis almost unchallenged.
Mr. bicKay ut ance aï,umed the aggressive, cartied the war nte
Africa and allowed na assumptions but demanded Scrîpture proof for
evety staitinent. lnstead of Baffizo rneaning. ' dip and ncthing but
dip " as Baptiits claîmed. bit. scKay made t pretty clear tbat thete
was ne dip fer baptism n util AD. 2oc, when tbree-fold immersions.
En a nude state, accampanied by exorcisnL, anoin ting with cil, lighted
candles, palm branches and nurneraus other superstitions found their
way into acottupr church. Immersion asigintited Elathe notionthsit just
as the ceai presence cf Christ was En the elernents of the Supper se
therceaIpresencecf tht Spirit, after the invocation, permeated the
watercf baptism. There was wbat Tertullian and other fanciful
theologians imagined the vis 15irplisnalis whîch mutit came En
contact with evety part o! the badyv. However, ne'thtxe the L-itins
ncr Greek Church ever denied the Scripttsral iatsuirity and validity
cf sprinkling or effusion for baptism. In bis present pamphlet bit.
INcKay takes the ane cround as En bis former work ihat Daptizo
daes net ndicate uny speciflc mode, but tht resuit or: effect. Thus,
a man is baptize.d by the IRoty Spirit when tic s b-,aught under the
power cf the Spirit. But En this pamphlet Mr. McKay reaches his
conclusions by an entirely new, most logEcal and, we believe, original
line of argument. He dlaims that we must ascertain the meaning of
the wcrd En aur Lord's lte nfot fr'ia the coatradictory definitions of
lesicons or tram the careless and ignorant concessions a! morne wtiters
and speakers, but from the uus lequendr c! thse word from the
beginning, up to tht Chîistian era. Hte dots ot, c! course, hald
that the Scripture meaning mast bc the saine as tht classic impolt,
but be clama that sa far as incite and radical imsport are concerned,
it bas one uniform meanicg throughout. There are, he tells us, luit
twenty-seven clear, undoubted occurtenceJ of tht use cf the word up
to our Lord's tErne. These be prescrits in chronological order and
En tht original Grcek or Hebrew. givicg author and date o! each
*nstance. Eacis instance s givra En full and accompanied witis 4
titeral translation. ItEms then examinel with thEs crucial test : Vhat
was moved En ibis baptism-the baptizing element or the aubject
baptized? l3aptisti always movt thethting b3ptized nte the element,
but Mr. McKay shows very clearly that En tcçery Greek baptism the
element was moved and brought upon the aubecot. Il Our argu-
ment," suys the authcr, Il s inductive and out conclusion s ce.extee-
sive with aur premises.Wt carefully examine each instance cf the
occurrence o! the word and we predicate o! tht whole wbat we have
provedl truc af tach case, and aur conclusion Es that there i.- tr
sentence En Grtck literature, prier te tht timt cf Christ or for zoo
years afier, when any kînd of baptism Eis effectedl by the persan or
thing baptited being applied te, the baptiting element. Tht baptiz-
Ecg elemntt a uniformly repreaented as applied te thse permou or thinR
baptiztd. Baptismi s always a word o! power indicating a changed
state Gr condition, and neyeir do we find that chunged state or con-
dition braugbt abnut after the manner cf modern Baptasts." The
wotk shows that the Puthor has thorougbly mastered tht literature
of the subject ; that he paasesses reasanEng powerm cf ne mean
order, and that he hits an ntate acquainlance with the original
lasiguages.


