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Our Contrtbutors.

SOME ENTRIES THA T S TA ND A GO0OD CHANACE.

13Y KNOXONIAN.

We clip a few more entries fi om- the Blue Monday columu
of the Homiletic Review. If anybody asks why we publish
these specimens of meanuess in Ibis corner, we repiy lu
expose meanness. There is uothiug that makes a mean
thiug look su mean as turning the il ish light of public opinion
upon il. We have long tboughi that the Gospel is more
hindered by mean things than by tiigs that many people cry
out against as wrong. A mean Christian is a contradiction
in terrus. Smaliness is one of the chiet obstacles the Gospel
bas 10 conîeud against. We bear a great deai about amuse-
ments, about worldliuess, about heteroduxy aud a numnber of
uther things, but when did anyone hear a sermon against
smailuess, and yet smallness does the cause oi Christ a thon-
sand-fold more harru than many ut the lhings that are cou-
stauîiy denouncsd by people who dlaim, lu be plous. Let
auvbudy ask binissîf how much good the prayer of the t-
lowiug parishioner would be likeiy lu do

The meanesl parishioner I ever knew, and a brother who couidoffer prayer above any man I ever beard, was introduced 10 meSeptember, 1890, who said be bsd a Joad of hsy he wished lu present10 me. He bauled the hay, put il lu my mow, went lu the nesreststore at which I dealt, bought himself a supply of goods, and hadme charged with the hay at $7 a ton, and bad ht entered against meon the store-book without my knowledge, until s0 intormed by thecleik of the store one week after.

A man of that kind should neyer be asked tu pray in
public. His prayer would set people athinking about the bay.
He was, however, quite as good as Ibis New Hampshire
man :

In 1872 1 was pastur ut a churcb lu a beautifui New Hampshirevillage. Amoug the ncm bers was an elderly farmer residing sevenmiles trom the church. It was generally kuown that be bad- somefitteen or eigbîeen thousand dollars in bonds aud other securities, besidesa large well-stocked farm. At bis earnest and repeated solicita-lions tu preacb ou some Sunday ailternoon lu an oid cburch near bishome, I finally consented. It was an excetdingiy waîm, Sabbsîh luJuly. 1 hircd s horse and carrisge, drove tu the old meeting houseand preached to perhaps a bundred persons. 'After the service theold gentleman iliviled me lu cati at bis bouse. I did su, in the hopebhat he would psy my i'orse bill, or at least offer me a uitIle food, forI had tasted noue since breakfast. lu boîh I was disappoiuîed.As 1 was leaving, 1 asked hlm if he would give me two or three
a pplcs lu, est as I drove back home. lHe produced four small russetapples. Knowing bis penurlous disposition, I said, '«How muchshall I piy you for these ?" I guess about tbres cents," was ltherepiy. "I1 woud give 'cm lu you, but it's gettiug late for apples,and they are mighîy scarce around here."

We are happy to think that man was not a Presbyterian,
for ws believe there, are ni) Presbyterians in New Hampshire.
That apple man, bowever, bas not much chance againsî Ibis
turkey man ; at ail events the turkey man will run him bard

It was during my first pastorale. A brother f romn the countrywiahed lu provide me witb a lurkey for Tbanksgiviug, lu whicb Iassenled. A day or lwo before Tbanksgiving he brought the turkey.He came just al our dinner bour. lie sat down with us sud atevery bearîily, as though he eujoyed bis dinner. As be rose from thetable sud left the bouse, I offered tu psy hlm for the turkey, but herefused, wishiug me lu accept il as a gift. I thaýked hlm aud hedeparted. Hie wenl directly tu the bouse uft he chercb treasurer.They were just sittiug down lu dinnc'r. He sat down witb lbemn andaIe another full dinner and reporîed the turkey, asking for credit onthe salary tu lthe amount ut ils value.

The appetite ufthIis man would suggest Ibat be was an
Englishman and probably % an Episcopalian, white t'he thrift
that secured two dinners and credit for the valus ut the tur-
key on the Cburch books points most distiuctîy tu Scotch or
Irish Presbyterianism. Perbaps he was a Meîhodist. Pay-
ruent ut salary lu kind, smacks a little ut Meîhodism. The
one tbing clear is that the feliow should nul have been a
member of any Cburch, Nor should this other (shlow

On my second charge, the peuple lu wbomn I miuistered bad themistortune tl ba their churcb edifice by fire une uight atter theweekly prayer service. The pew renIaI syslemn prevaiied lu thalcburch, sud the fire uccurred just prior Io the beginning uf a new* chnrch year. Altbougb the pastor sympathized deeply wiîh the peu-plé lu Ibeir loss, sud malerially assisted tbemn lu rebuilding, thetrustees found difficully lu collecîiug the usual salary of the pastor.Que man wss mentioned to mc, who, becsuse the churcb had burnedsud be bsd nu pew, srgzued Ihat be was unde-r nu biainl s

close of thse service one uf the brtbre n- -invite-dhim- tu djbth
W83 uable lu accePt the invitation. As he tuned away, biswould-be huit followed hlm, aud very eagerly enunred s lu tihe name sudresidence of the deceased lady. Like s flash, tise questioner stoodunmasked, sud, with a look sud gesture of diugust, the preacherÀaald, " «Go away. " The mgn was a " tombstoue agent" suan antu use hlm tu make s dollar! d1stç

This entry is Methodist ail round. The expression "a
good time," and the description of the tombstone man as"ione of the brethren," show thai. On the whole it is a
pretty tough entry. The man who can sit at a revival meeting
and calculate how he can make business out of the death of
the youing lady alluded to in the sermon is a formidable rival
in any company of hardened hypocrites.

,HIJGHER RELJGIOUS INISTRUCTION.

A larger number of question papers were applied for this
year than on any previous occasion, showing a growing inter-
est in the scheme and a broadening of its influence, ln the
Biblical department 909 were sent out :junior, 425; inter-
mediate, 337, and senior, 147. In the Di ctrinal, .39 1 :junior,
165 ; intermediate, 135, and senior, nirety-one. lu the His-
tory, 282 :junior, elght) -five ; intermediate, 124, and senior,
scventythree-in ail, 1,582. In some cases a larger number
of papers were a-ýked for than there was any likelihood of us-
ing, but, making a liberal ailowance for these cases, there
muàt have been good reason t: prepare for 1,400 candidates.
Usuaiiy about one-haif of the expected number put in an ap-
pearance at the examination. This would give us answers
trom about 700. lnstead of this we have received only 334,
viz.: Biblical, 229-junior, 134 ; intermediate, sixty-seven, and
senior, twenty- eight ; doctrinal, seventy.three-junior, thirty ;
intermediate, twenty-two, and senior, eleven ; history-thirty-
two-junior, six ; intermediate, eighteen ; senior, cight. This
unexpected decrease is amply accounted for by two causes:
First, the day proved exccedingly stormy and the roads, in
many localities, were impassable ; and, second, the prevailing
epidemic laid its heavy hand upon several conveners and pre.
siding examiners, besides a large numnber of candidates, lu
the Essay department, wherc the weathcr and the influenza
had less effect, there is a notable increase :junior Essays,
twenty-two ; intermediate, seventeen, and senior, eight-
total flfty-seven, as against thirty-nine iast year. There is
littie doubt but that the same encouraging advauce would
have been showu in ail other departments but for'the reasons
just mentioued. Fitty-five schools werc represeuted.

Candidates are uaturaiiy impatient to hear the resuits, but
do not consider the time necessary to procure them. One
week at ieast must clapse after the examination before ail the
answers arc received by the convener. It takes another week
to sort them ont and register them. Examiners, soine of
whom live in the North-West and British Columbia, must be
aiiowed at least three weeks, and another week has to be
added for the tardy ones. After the resuits are maiied they
may not appear iu print for a week, or even a fortnight, if
they arrive after the paper for the next week has been made
up for the press. Do not begin to get restiess and bombard
the convener with enquiries util the middle of April at the
eariiest.

One circumstance alone makes the examination just held
forever memorabie. Question papers have been sent to the
Mission Schooi at Uîjiin at the request of Dr. Buchanan.
Canadian candidates wili be interested in reading the names
of their Hindo confreres Ail are in the Biblical department,
and are as foliows : junior, Ramchunder, Sham-Sundar, Gor-
and Prasad, Kanaya. Intermediate, Brijkrishore, Govind,
Gungsaha, Kareem Bux, Champalai (these ail will write in the
vernacular, Hindi or Urdu), Panna Lai, Keshao Rao, Gam-
put (these wili Write in E iglish). Senior, Herbert Sannoo (in
vernacular'l, and Jaishankar (in English). The answers wiii
be read and appraised by Rev. J. Fraser Campbell, of Mhow.
Two essays are also promised, but they have noi yet come to
hand. That heathen children in India have entered into com-
petition with Canadian Christians iu an examination on the
International Sunday School Lessons is an eveut worth record.-
ing in the aunais of Mi isions. Their answsrs wil be amougzst
the niost remarkabie manuscripts ever sent to this continent.

There is every iiklihood that the commitice wiil have the
unpleasant experience of appeariog before the General As-
sembly with a large deficit uuless very earnest efforts are
made. The foliowing is a correct statem durt of our account at
this date 'February 18) :

GENERAL EXPENSES AND H1GHKR RELIGIOLIS N'êuîo

Contributions received....

Contributi tons stili reqoired ...

$985 Si
445 48

Notices have been sent to schoois ltat have promised con-
tributions but have not remitted them ; and those that cou-
tributed lu the past but have not donese5 this year ; and tu
ail subscribers lu the " Home Study Leaflet" who are lu ar-
rea'-s. The $540 have been aliocated te Presbyteries iu the ratio
ut their Sabbath school strengtb. It is hoped that there wiii be
a liberal response befure the year closes ou April 30. Thie
fiuancial basis of the Schemc is bscoming steadily more satis-
factory. Since May it eighty.eight Sabbath scho-31s have
couîributed for the first urme. If old subscribers wouid renew
their past donations nearly ail the funds required wouid be la
hand.

The Il Home Study Leaflet " is growing in favour. It is
now iu use lu scycral of our largest Sabb4th schçols, such as

Fort Massey, Halifax ; Prince Street, Pictou ; ISt. Johns, St.
John ; St. Andrews, Quebec ; Chalmerb and Erskine, Mon-
treai; Erskine and St. Andrews, Ottawa ; West Church and
Centrai, Toronto ; S,. Johns and McNab Street, Hamilton;
St. Andrews, Sarnia; Knox, Winnipeg ; St. Andrews, New
Westminster, and a large number of others. Many teachers
have subscribed independentiy for thear own classes. The
monthly edition is now 4,000, and but few are left over. It has
received the approvai of such eminent Suuday school wotkers
as Mr. Wm. Reynolds, Mrs.ý W. F. Crafts, Dr. Worden, of
Philadeiphia, Dr. Kellogg, of loronto, and Dr. Harper, of
Chicago. The committee regard it as an important adjunct
of the Scheme, and believe that it is worth whiie for any
teacher to maîce persistent ,florts to induce reluctaut scholars
to use it. Where the weekly edition cannot be used the
"Quarteriy Review " sheet will be found very helpfui.

The foliowing circular has been sent tu conveners of Pres-
byterial S. S. Committees

Every thoughtful person must have ob;erved wi h rnuch encour-agement, yet with great solicitode, the phenomenal gro.eîhti of youngpeople's societies in our Churches. A new force has evidently corneinto action iu our religions life, on the wise udirect ion of v.hich the fu.turc weifare of the Church depeuds. It certainly is flot conducive 10the solidatity of our ecclesiastical system, or to the conservation ofsouud doctrinal truth aud healthy religious experieuce that s0 manyof these Societies should derive their inspiration and their rnethodsfrom sources wholly beyoud the oversighî and control of those whoare appointed to watch for their souls as those that must give accont.Without seekiug to deprive any of the interdenoniinational comitywhich is so delightfui a feature of the great Christian Endeavourmovement, 18 it not weil to draw our Presbyterian Societies intoclouer relationship with one another and with our Church organiza-tion ? Other denorninations have already moved iu this direction.Iu Scotsand, youing peoples' guilds exist in the Free sud EstablishedChurches and are doinR much good. In America, the EpworthLeague and the Baptist Young Peopie's Union aim ait the sa ce oh-ject by characteristic methods.
The Sabbath S bhoul Committee have had the matter under theirconsideration, sud concluded that the subject of a Young People'sGuild would be more satisfactorily discussed in the Assembly if it wasbrought before it by overtures from Preshyteries than if flrst broacbedin a recommendation attached 10 a committee's report. It was in-formally decided tbat members of the committee iu their individualcapacitv sbould sec that proper overtures were framed and transmit-ted. Vou aie therefore requested, in conjonction with any othermembers of your Presbyteiy wbo are specially interested iu the ques-tion, to draw up a suitable overture and lay it before your Presbyteryait its next, or a subsequent, meeting, but previuus 10 date of GeneralA-sembly. The overture should be iu very general ternis sud sbouldpetition the Assembiy to remit the lraming of a constitution for aYoung People's Guild to a special committce, or tu one of the exist-ing standing committees, to report tu the uext General Assembly.This would open up a iuil discussion of the situation, and l.ead todefinite action.

Ail interested in the religious welfarc of our youîh will
watch the discussions with much interest.

T. F. FOTHERINGHANI.

SKE TCHS 0F TRA VEL IN EUROPE.

BY REV. E. WVALL.ACE WATTS, D. Sc., 0F' KNOX CH-URCI-
OWEN SOUND.

A TRI P TO THE SOU'FH-EAS«]' COAST-H ASTINUS -HASTINGS
CASTLE-- CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL, ETJC., ETLC.

On our way co Canterbury we nmust take in Hastings and
St. Leonards. Arriving there on a beautiful autumual day,
we were lu excellent spirits to ses the sights. We went 10
the hotei and ordered dinner, the same 10 be ready against
our returu (rom a two-hour pedestrian excursion through th-t
towti and castie, a mile distant. I do not mean that we pro.
posed 10 be two hours making two miles-no, we me&int to
empioy, most of the time lu iuspecting Ibis ancicot borough,
the scene of so tTany struggles lu early Euglish tîistory.
Hastings is picturesquely situaîed on the Southeru coast, iuthe county of Sussex, sevenîy-four miles from London, by the
London,, Brighton and South Coast Railway, and sixty-two
by the London and South-Eastern Raiiway. f ts interestiug
bistorical associations, its salubrious climats, ils handsoms'
buildings, and bold cîliffs, the beauty of ils walks and drives,
and ils magnificent parades, obtain for it its foul share of
visitors ; and during the Ilseason" a constant stream offashionable life may be seen pouring through its strecîs and

Hastings is the principal of the Cinque (five) Ports. The
ports were especially taxed for the protection of the rest Of
the kingdom. Under Edward the Contessor, ti-eir ships and
sailors wer c umerous and celebrated ; it was' in Edward's
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