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THE Briggs trial will soon begin in thc Pros
JL teTy of New York, and the New Y

Ev«auiýe.qt is preparing thc public mind for il
summing up sorte of the evii results that floi
from the trial of Lyman Becechcr, Albert Bar
and Proiessor Swving. In thus taking time by
forelock the Evatzgdist shows that somewl
beneath or behind its conspicuous gcniality
good nature therc lurks something amazingly like
wisdom of thc serpent.

E VEN the unsavoury distinction ai origina
ini boodling is denied ta Canadians.

Ieading English journal says our rnethods are of
Russian and French variety. It is easy ta) sec%
they should have a French fiavour, but reallyi
hard to bc told by a leiding journal publishedi
undcr the shadov of the throne that in matter!
boodie we resemble Russia. Our beloved Qu
mnust blush as she rcads the Ieading British joui
on Canada.

T HE right thîng for evcry honest Canadian
do ait the present time is to try in e%

legitimate way ta create a strong public opit
against unclean practices in politics. If a la
majority of the people could bc broughit
rcalim'e that it is loiv, mean, and dirty to buyi
seli votes, whcther by whotesaie or retail, a gi
deal wvoulcl be gained. If decent men would i
up their minds to kick boodiers and bribcrs oui
their places of business and treat them as pira,
unclean politic-- would soon corne ta anc
Ottawa and Quebec wvill be cleansed when
constituencies are puriflcd and flot any sooner.

s OME one has said that a minister of theC
pet neyer gets into a much worse cornert

wvhen he saves bis reputatian for chastity by adr
ting that hc is a fool. Sir Hector Langevin
into that corner a few days ago. His friends sa
him from the punishment duc a conspiratai
practically admitting that be is an imbecile. If
average Canadian voter were anytbing like
Scotch or English elector he would askic
inibecility so pranounced as flot to be able te
stealing right under bis nose should so long h
charge of anc of the great spending department
the Government.

THE various educationat institutions in the
Tare entering an the season's work witl

earnest and resolute purpose. Among thec
Woman's Medicat College cornes into promir
notice. The formai opening of the sessiont
place last wveek, wvhen a number af the friends,
have stood unflinchingly by the institution from
flrst and several new ones took part. The aper
exercises were interesting in ahigh degree. Tho
il: has not yet attained ta that fuil measure of eq
ment its friends desire, there is now an excellent
an efficient staff of instruc.tors who may be re
upon to do thoroughly good %iiork. The (Jolicg

*fully entitled to public confidence, and its suc
may now be said ta bc assured.

N English journal shows with mucli cleai
A and force that the manner in which Can
deals with knavery in politics will bc the ce
measure of the moral pawver of the country. Nui
nature being what it is, dishonest practices mi
creep into the executive branch of any govcrnri
The moral standing of the nation ivill bc shown
the manner in which the knaves and their apoloe
and defenders are punished. If a rnajority af
people condane and defend wrong-doing, the enr
not far off. A nation cannot long exist withci
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moral charicecr. Cynlcs may lauglh, as cynics have
always laughod, nt such old-fashioned doctrine, but
the latws tîat regulate such mattternaRe as certain in

t.,their aperation as the Iaw oi gravitation.

T NE crop ai this year wvill bring perhaps thrce
times as much moncv inta Canada as was

brouglit by the crop afi1890. Vill the cantri.
ee',butions for religious and charitable purposes bo
memuch larger ? There should bc~ a marlked increase,

but will there be ? Tire present promises to bc a
-goad business season but somte good judgcs do nat

anticipate any great improvcment in aur ChurchL.funds. In a prosperous year pcople spend more on
temseives and indulge in variaus kinds ai extrava-

gance that would not bc thought ai in a time ai
q. depresion. People arc more economical, more

thaughtful and perhaps mare prayerful whcn
rnonev is not plentiful. Next May will show

sby- whecther a great crop mecans incrcascd mission mancy.
York________

t by
wcd A SAB13ATII schoaî anniversary %vas being
mens A lield ini an Ontario tovii. One af the
the speakers made some pointed remarks ta the child-boere ren about the sitcessity ai having goocl manners.
and At the close ai bis speech another speaker-a
the ministr-arose and pretended ta bc indignant at

the assault made on Canadian chiidrcn. H-e fairly
swelled with mock indignation and asked the child-
ren ta vote that they h.îid as good manners as any

ality other children. Oi course tlîey voted. The same
A bid for checap populaity will doubtless bc made

f the many times before winter is <'ver. Somne bonest
why patriatic Canadian %vill have tire courage ta say
it is that the people ai Canada arc responsible for the
iglit character ai their ruions and for the mansier in
rs ai which thecir politiral afraiîrs arc managed. As soon
ucen as thc hanest man bias sat down sorte popuiarity
mnals hunting demagogue-possibly a rrinister ai the

Gospel ai purity-svill risc and with mock heroics
defend the people. He'lt strut around and aimost

,n ta go inta hysterics wiic hiedcclarcs that ho cannat
!very sit stili and hear the people insuitcd. All the same
ýnan the people arc responsible. There is flot a mari in
arge Parliainent tbey did ilot send there. XVhen a
ta rn ajoritv ai the people %want clean gaverfiment they
acîd can have it. Nor will it cver corne until they do
reat want it.
nake- -

it aif H E utter inabiity ai tegal enactments ta reformi
aend. aihumail nature is vividly shosvn by the number
the ef lection trials pending in Canada at the present

time. About anc-hall ai tire decisions given by tire
people at the poils in March are beingchallenged in
the courts, al, orncarly ail, on the ground ai bnîbery.

Gos- Some years ago a most drastic Iaw was passed ta
than put down bribery. Some ai its provisions were
Imit- exceedingiy severe and some af thîe judges in admin-
igat istering the iav did not temper their justice with
aved m-ercy ta any Rreat extent. The authorities seemed
r by determined ta stamp out bribery if it could bc
f the stacnped out by Iaw. Ithe present election trials
the are anything mare than mere party manoeuvres

ivhV there wvas more hibery than ever last Match. But
sec this was not ail. The attempt ta eniorce the iaw

have against buying and seliing votes led ta personation
ts ai and other scandalous practices. It is said an what

seems ta be good authoity that persanatian was
practised in Mlarch ta an extcni' unknown in Canada

ctv before that time. It is the oid story over again.
h an Try ta stop the corruption> in o'ne place ar-1 ik will
Sthe break out in another. The only remedy for Canada
nent is ta tone up the people moraily. Parliaments may
took sit aIl the year round and pass laws against every
who kind ai iniquity, but laws are useless, and sametimes
n the worse than useîess, witbout moral power behind them.
ning-

Tug IKE the French, tire Italians arc an inflam-
quip- L m nable peopie. Tbey are easiy stirred ta

tad great intensity ai feeling. Tie French pigrimages
,eed ta Rame have been the occasion af strong mani-
gc 15 festations on the part ai young Itaiy.. It may at
cess this distance be somewhat difficult toa aportion cor-

rectly the due measure ai responsibility for the
unexpected outburst that agitated Rame Iast week,

mess but it is apparent that the French and Itatians are
,nada flot alone ta blame. Since tbe Pope ]oses fia
xact opportunity ai giving expression ta bis desire
man for the restaratian ai the temporal savereignty, lie
aight is nQt altogether free frnm pursuing tactics ta hich
-nent. politicians who make less exalted dlaims are accus-
ni by tomed ta resort. Th& Head ai the Roman Catboîic
)gists Church deiivened a stirring harrangue an the iriquitV
f the ai bis deprivation ai the temporal power, and the
id is inipetriaus young French pilgrims went straightway
ut a ta the Pantheon where the remains af Victor Enian-

uci repose, and some of themr conducted themrsclve I
in a mraner that no weilireguiated plîgrinis sliouîa
Thcir conduct kindlcd a blaze that ivas a surprise
ail round. The popular indignation rose ta sudi a
hcight that its meaning was unmistakable. It je
likcly that the Pope wil be more guardcd in his
orations bewailing his depusitioîî from the ranlc cf
earthly patentates, c,;pccially wheri addrcss:ng
excitable French piigrims.

T HE census rcturns have thcir tessons for thi
Churcli as wcll as for the Statc. Thcy show

quitc clcarly tihe places that will stand church c.x.
tension and the places in which no riew congrcga.
tions should bc started, at Ieast for tie present. ro
open a new mission station or start a ncwv congre.
gation in the face af a stationary or declining po~p.
ulatiosi is t'le reverse of a wise policy. Congrega.
tions are made of pcople, and if tihe peo:ple ire
lcaving any gi'ven point the praper way is to foîlow
themn with the <Gospel. There is not much to be dope
in the way af extension in the older provinces outside
of sonie of the cities, cxcept perhaps ini the nortbern
parts of Ontario. Tihe increasc during the last
decade in Prince Edward Island wvould not mna1-e
one congregation - in Ncwv Brunswick it wouid not
make more than a mission station. For thc tîme
bcing church extension outsidecoai the principal
citics must bc in Manitoba, the Territories and
Britishi Columbia. Before starting a ncwv cause in
any of the aider provinces the I'resbyterv af the
bounds should examine the census returns and set
how the land lies in the matter ai population. laîf:
the pcople who arc petitioning for the new cause
may be in Manitoba in five years. Sudi things have
happened, and are very likcly ta occur again. The
crop ai this year in the North-WVest will bc certain
ta nake a rush in that direction next March.

IT is gratifying ta see that aur ministers kcep up
the oId Presbyterian habit ai gaing ta the roots

af things. Nearly ail those wvho have spoken on
the political scandais have charged the sins right
home upon the people of Canada, and have de.
clared with emphasis that any real and lasting re.
fonm must begin with the people theinselves. Others
have "hlavcred " about " partyl" and " the systcm of
goverrirnent, " and the 1'press," and have recoin.
mende- coalitions and changes in the iaw and
variaus other remedies. The Calvinistic speakers go
right clown ta the roats and say, refonni the people.
Clean people can have clean government. This is
the only kind ai discussion warth a strav in the
present emnergcncy. There is nothing ta be gained
by denouncing scoundrtls whether major or minor.
TÉhe boodiers do not attend church. Anyway the
Ottawa and Quebec scandais are more symptorns.
The poison is in the body politic, and it may just as
weil camne ta the surface in thre persans of McGreevy
and Pacaud as in any other way. Let quacks treat
the mere symptoms as quacks always do, a Prcsby-
terian minister shoutd go ta the roots and deal with
the causes ai the disease. Presbyterian ministers
are usually thor.îugh men, and there is a gaad op.
partunity naw tai show once more haw thorough thcy
are. Treating the mere symptams, denouncing in-
dividual boadlers, will no doubt bc popntar for a
time with thoughtless people, but an educatcd, pi.
triotic, tboughtful ministry must stand by the right
and let the popularity go.
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G OOD counisels have evidently prevailed in the
inceptian and management ai the Alliance of

the Reformed Cburçbes. In the arganizatian and
direction ai an inst (pîian virtually extending over
the worîd there mu% inevitabiy be considerahie dd.
ficulties ta surmounit. There are tweive millions
repres;ented ,'ho s?P-ik the English language, but
there are eight millions mare who speak %with cither
tangues To evolve harmoniaus purposes amon.- a
people who have many diversities is no easy task.
And yet since thte Alliance wvas arganized no seriaus
misunderstanding has arîsen ta mar the harmony ai
feeling or ta impede the progress of the work it bas
sought ta farward. As ône af the speakers at the
public meeting in Toronto last week remarked, it is
evident that God had put it into the hearts ofilis
fauniders ta devise this metbod of presenting an imn-
pi:-isive viev ai the substantial unity af Presbyteri-
an*,m and of securing concentration ai effort ini pro-
mnoting Chist's work in the world. It is a rnove-
ment in harmony with the spirit ai the time and
suitcd i i a mneasure ta meet its need. The resalu-
tion ta hold the next meeting in Canada was hailed

il
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