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remoto rogions, After a sorvice, at which we were present,
1 ventured to say to a stalwart Highlander that the ser-
mon was oxcollent, He stroked his beard, shrugged his
shoulders, and roplied, indifterently, ** Ayo, no’ saé bad,
for him.”

In spite of the rugged character of the country the
means of subsistence are easily obtainablo, and there is
little or no poverty. ‘The land, though rocky, is fertilo
between the rocks, and even with inditlerent caro yields a
good harvest. A greater pressuro of material need, or a
stronger desire for material possessions would do much tc
dovelop more fully the resources of agriculture.  Many of
thy people exhibit that easy uncencern of the flight of time
which under less favourable circumstances would probably
Lo enlled lnziness,  On ono of our fishing excursions u man
appronched us ns we were whipping the streant unsuccess-
fully, and remarkud that he thought the fish would take
better n * piece " up the river.  We ventured to ask how
far the * piece” might be, to which hisreply was, ¢ About
tifteen wiles! " [t almost lengthened our holiday to en-
counter anyone with such a comfortable senso of leisure.

Fishing is the chief industry of Cape Breton, especially
in the north, halibut, cod, haddock, mackerel and herring
being all found in those waters. Among other things wo
leartied that some fish favour an off-shure wind and others
an, on-shore wind, and that, as one would expect, they
invariably follow the bait. \When that is plentiful the
toilers on the sca are sure to reap a rich reward. Last
geason the catch was considerably Lelow the average, the
fish having moved to better feeding grounds. The favourite
bait is the squid, o gelatinous mass something like the cut-
tlefish in miniature. These squid are caught, or * jigged ”
—to use the technical term—by means of a circle of bare
hooks, round which they twine their tentacles. It is worth
seeing a full herring-net brought toland. The appearance
of a shoal in the bay is indicated by a peculiar ruffling of
the surface of the water, quickly noticed by the keen eyes
of tho lookout man from his perch of observation. The
herring are usually meshed in a net stretched in a semi-
circle near the shore, and drawn in at the right moment
when the “run” comes. When division of the spoil has
been made among the dozen or more who utay be partners
in the cnterprise, the night after a good catch is usunlly
spent in merriment. The aid of an amateur tiddler is
called in, and the men, with their wives and sweethearts,
enjoy a rustic dance on the floor of the largest cabin which
the sottlement happens to boast.

In fishing for cod the boats are anchored in from fifteen
to fifty fathoms of water, or even more. A strong line
with three hooks at the end of it, and a large piece of lead
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as a sinker, is dropped from the boat to within a few feet
of the bed of the sea. Somotimes it is slow and dreary
work, but if tho fish are thore at all one hasnot to contund
with any dainty fastidiousness on their part, When the
squid are not obtainable they will seize oagorly a slice of
herring or mackerel, Thero is little play about the cod.
It is simply n question of pulling through the wator from
ten to seventy or cighty pounds. Halibut, the largest fish
caught in those regions, often weigh as much as four hun.
dred pounds. When firmly hooked, they aro hauled to the
sde of the boat, and despatched with pikes before being
drawn into it, Tho haddock, though smaller than the cod,
is more lively in its movements, and is usually fished for
in somewhat shallower water. The hake is a kind of de-
generate cod, lacking its delicate flavour, and much less
valuable in the market. From two long hairlike projec-
tions on either side of ity gills it is comwmonly called tho
goat. At Ingonish we were shown a cod which had been
cut in two as it was being drawn through the water by the
swift rush of a shark, Somo rumours also reach us of
the proximity of the sea serpent, butin view of the preva-
lence of fog in those Iatitudes, we nre inclined to discre-
dit them. Yet, after making due allowance for those half-
unconscious exaggerations called * fish stories,” there re.
mains plenty of interest and not a little adventure in the
lives of the hardy fishermen. Their work is the chief
sourco of wealth in the Enstern Provinces of the Dominion,
Many of them eovery year fall victims at their post of
duty, and, overwhelned in some sudden squall, ave heard
of o more.

The drive from lngonish to Baddeck presents to the
travellor most varied and picturesque scenery., The first
part of the journey leads over Smoky dMountain, whore the
road in places is perilously narrow. One trembles to think
what might happen if the horses took fright and haurled
the waggon down the cliff into the river whose murmur
reaches us from far below. We are glad to get out for
a while and pick the dolicious raspberries which, in
neglected luxuriance, covered thogides of the way., After
the mounlain had been safely pussed, our road ran for
some miles near the sea, and we could follow the course of
a little fishing schooncr which had left Ingonish beforo us,
and with a fair wind was making for Sydney. Many of
the farms which we passed were withcuat fences. The live
stock, we understood, was releguted to harmless quarters
in the rear of the estate, and supposed to rcmain there,
leaving the crops unmolested. The district of St. Anne’s
abounds in constant surprises of scenery. From a narrow
neck of land which juts out at the head of the bay and is
adorned with u lighthouse, we wero ferried across to the

opposite shore, Our Charon was intent on waking hay,
and only the most persistont shouting bLrought him to our
aid, Tho old ecow which he commanded seemed altogether
too small to accommodate our horses and waggon, but it
did so, nevertheless, by the most vigid economy of space
and landed us in safety at Englishtown, a rather dilapi-
dated village which in its struggle with time scemed to
have had the worst of it. Possibly its deterioration began
with the death of the Cape Breton giant, who about thirty
years ago brought glory to tho place by haviug his home
thero, and who still gives it a measure of ronown tbrough
the records of his prowess and tho bequest of a suit of
clothes which may be seen by the admirers of greatness.
Georgo Efot remarks that *among all forms of mis.
tako, prophecy is the most gratuituous.” But she is speak.
ing of prophecy in regard to individuals. At all events,
one can acarcely visit Cape Broton without hazarding some
forecast of the future, and that of a hopeful kind, The
population of the island is about 85,000, but its resources
would enable it easily to maintain at least five times thet
number. More than half its area is woll adapted for agri
culture. It has large and valuable forests still untouched.
The centre of the island consists of carboniferous rocks,
and only a small beginning is as yet made among its rich
coal deposits. The climate in many respects, is unsur-
passed in Canada. The wintors are milder than in the
western parts of the Dominion, and there is less fog than
on the Nova Scotia frontier. The summer heatis tempered
by the sea within and around, so that the thermometer
seldom rises above 75° or 80° Fahrenheit, whereas in Onta-
vio and Quebec it is sometimes over 100°. Awmong the |
rugged hills of the north a Scotch croftor would find little
ditficulty in imagining himself at home, and would be in
no danger of starving, If the variety and beauty of Bras
d'or scenory were better known, it would become one of
the favourite summer resorts of the continent. Every
seasou a larger number, both of Canadian and American
tourists, find their way to Cape Breton. While the suc-
cess of the fishormen varies from year to year, thers is no
sign of exhaustion in this industry. The value of the
fisheries of Nova Scotia and Cape Breton for 1837 was
over $9,000,000. The railway in course of construction
will give a great impetus to the island. The work is being
pushed forward vigorously, and tenders are now called for
by the Dominion Government for the erection of a sub-
stantial iron bridge at the Grand Narrows. In spite of
that minority of pessimists who can be found anywhere,
the people of Cape Breton, as a whole, are industrious in
doveloping its resources, contident in regard to the future,
and loyal in their devotion tothe British crown.—ViaTor. -
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