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TIVELVE TO SELECT FROM.

13Y KNOXONIAN.

The General Assembly is askecl ta say thant a va-
cant congrcgation should, under ordinary circun:-
stances, cati a ministcr witbin six months of the time
it bhomes vacant. Six rnonths nay secîn a rather
short time in whkch ta select a pastor, but why dnes
it sen short t Simply because many congrcgatians
take a vear or a year and a liait or two years ta dis-
charge that most important duty and enjoy tient pre-
cious privilege. Caîling a minister is bath a duty and
a privilege. The proposcd time serms short because
the time usually taken is far ton long. That is the
principal reasan.

Now let us examine this proposedl six montbs ar-
rangement nnd sec if it is flot long enough ta satisfy
any reasonable Christian. We say reasonable be-
cause santie Christians are just as unreasonable as
any average unsaved sinner. lndced sanie men wvho
profess to be Christians arc aiten far more dificult
ta deal with than many wbo make no profession.

Six months woulcltoean about twenty-faur Sab-
battis. On tbesc twenty-four Sabbaths a congrega.
tion might hear twenty-four cligible preachers. Wc
donet use the odiaus word Ilcandidate." Candidate
bas becnme a political terni and should neyer be used
in the Church of God. It wauld bie just as proper
to cati the pulpit a hustings, and the Session, or se-
lecting committee, a caucus, and the presbyter vihr
moderates in the cati a rcturning officer as cati the
preachers candidates. How would it font, ta say
that Principal Caven actedl as returning nfficer at the
election af a minister in the Central Churcb the
pilier evening ! If 've are ta bave political ternis in
the Cburch let us have theni ail round. The histnry
of the terni is bad. It wis derived frotte cizndidrius,
a wvord used ta describe wh;te.gotned creatures who
souRht office in Rante. There is an odour ai Papery
about the word more rank than thent which rose froin
the Ross Selectiors even when they wcrc burninLg.
Imagine a man declaring that tbe General gown
savours ai Poper and thon calling a Preshyterian
minister a candidate.

But ta corne back ta the subject under discussion.
It migbt be urged that a cangregatian could scarcely
hear twenty-four eligible men in six months. Perhaps
not. Sanie te, t were expected noight fait ta corne.
Some rnight corne on a wet or starmy Sabbath when
the attendance 'vas small. Members ai Presbytery
might need ta tilt in a day for local rensans. Sanie
of thnse eligible for a caîl might bave twa Sabbatbs.
Twenty-four eligible men cauld flot be heard in six
montbs. Suppose we say twelve, and tender ordinary
circumstances twelve cauld be beard. T%%elv.e ! only
twelve 1 only twelve ta select froni ! WelI, are flot
twelve enough ?

Out of a list ai twelve eligible lawyers any ra-
tional body ai people cauld select a gond ane in an
hour.

Olit ai a list ai twelve eligible doctors any sensible
body ai men could select a gond enoughi one in ten
minutes.

Why in the naine ai camnian sense shauld it take
two years ta select a minister whien there is ample
gond material ta select frani? One reasan is because
the list es ncarly always ton long It es assunied thant
no cangregatian will cal) a minister sooen aftcr it be-
cornes vacant. It is tai-en for grantedi that no mat-
ter how well a minîster preaches hie bias no chance
for a cal) if be camnes carly in the vacancy. Why?
Mainly becausc nobady expects the thing ta be donc.
The cangregatian does flot expert it ; the Presbyîcry
does rot expect it. Everybody admits that a long
vacancy is a bad thing, and yet everybody expects a
long vacancy. rhe ministers wba preach the first
few Sabbaths may be good nmen. Nine-tenths ai thie
people go home saying, I would be perfectly satis-
ied with that man." Then why don't you cati hiem?
leBecause there is marc caniing ; we want ta hear
snme more.» Exactl>. And ivhen ten are board

r sornebody wants ta hear sartie mare ; twenty, and
soniebody wants ta bcair sanie more , thirty, and a
few want ta hear sarne more; fifty, and ane ar twa
want ta hear sanie more ; a thousand, and the con-
gregational crank wrants ta hear a few more. Mean-
tiune the> people are being formed ino rings around
favottite m=*. tb9a wire-p#qçrs re at 1zorLr- cnVas-

ing us gaung on, influences tlint should neyer be
tbotight ai are being brotu2ht ta bear, the ledgcr and
the unartgage may possibly bc used as factors In the
probleni, and the entîre proceeds soon came ta
savour more ai party palitics than ai vital gadliness.

White this Linsceily struggle is gaing tin, thought-
tu] people in tlue cnengrcgation wvander if afier ail
ours is the riglit way ta fil n vacancy. Pcaceable peo-
ple who cluslike strife dIrop quîetly out and unîte %ville
other churches. Careless people whn need a pastar
ta look after theni stop coming ta church. Trhe mis-
sionnry socicties get out ai gear, and the fonds de-
crease. iJnless vigorously watchcd the Sabbatlî
school sutTers. Ministers ai oeller denominations
visît the suck, bury tic dcad and marry thé young
people. The worst feature ai the case us that many
go ta church not ta warsbip God but ta, bear and*
crîticize the preacher. A critical, iaultlinding spirit
us thus created that aiten follaws the hc.urer throughi-
out lite. Nurnerically, flnancially and spiritually tic
long vacancy injures a congregation.

In another paper we may deat with the riglit ai the
Church ta fix this six rnantbs lirit. It should, per-
baps, be sîated that at the end ai tue six manths ut is
proposed that the Presbytery send a preacher for twa
years and at the end ai two years give the people an-
cetler six months in which ta exercisf- their gifus in
trying ta caîl a pastar.

LETTER FROU FORMOSA.

MLIR EDrTOR, -According ta promise I will try ta
give you a glîipse af a North Formosa preacher's
course af study.

In Dr. Mackay's study ronun there is a coloured
geologiral chart representing the successive ages or
periads in the history ai the earth's formation. Dr
Mackay hiunself made the chart. I bave board thç
studenus naming over the kinds ai rock belanging ta
each ai these periods, brginning witb the Iawest or
carliest formation yet found and comning up ta the
latest, which in the cbart is reprcscnted by green
hills, an anc ai wvhich stands a man lookîng down at
ail beneath bum. The stud-nts tell also how fass Is
found in the rocks thus far correspond with the ac-
cout ai ctzatian give in the Bible.

Aiter the wvbole class, naming the different periods,
1 bave seen a student stcp ta the table and take up
one by anc dioeerent çpz-cimens ai rock, describing
each specimen, tclling the age an tvhich and how it
tvas formed and how it camnes ta bave its present ap-
pearance, its colour, hardncss, comb;nation ai sub-
stance or traces ai living creatures or plants. AIl tluis
and mucb mare preachers -nil s!iidents arc taught
purpasely thant they may botter understand the first
chapter af Genesis and other references ta creation
throughaut the Bible.

In the Doctar's study also hangt a scrall an which
arc tierce or four beauutiiul drawings representing dii.
ferent coral formations. The outliuie ai these Dr.
Mackay biniseli sketchcd, then handed the wark: over
ta a stdent wvho is very fond ai drawing, and whase
success at this art is the wonder ai aIl around Fin-
Dr. Mtaclk-ay taught bum drawing and supplies bum
wiîtb materials. He copies writing with great tint-
ness and precision and finishes many a map and
sketch that Dr. Mackay requires in teaching. This
stiadent is anc wha bas been with Dr. Mackay for
nian> vears .and wha neyer worshipped idols.

On a second scroll are beautial culoured drawiaigs,
alsa finished by the saine student, rcpresenting- the
different stops in the formation ai caral islands, frani
the first appearance ai the ring ai coral at the surface
ai the scn, ta the Island as it is to-day cultivated by
man These twa scraîls werc used in tcaching stu-
dents about the Ncw Hebrides and other islands.

Thse different specim cens ai caral are ta bc fiund in
Dr. Mackay's museuni, and are used in teaching. On
,the latter scroîl are pasted twa newspaper prints
rcpresenting natives oi Etrmanga. Dr. Mackay
taught the students ail about the islands irorn the
coral insccts the Creatar appointed ta buîld theni, be-
ginning at the battani ai the sen, up ta the very latest
mission and political news irain these islands. The
students know the size and population ai the islands
and their productions ;alsa thse character and emplay.
ment ai native inhabiting the New Hebrides and
the plan ai miission work carried an amnong them.
Tbey knaw ail the Ltstory ai the, Canadian mission
thers and the numoer ai- convers, charç.bç,-, schools,
îative ýýchcrs, etcib latest report.

Moîn students were being questioncd an wl.t thet
hiad learned about Airiça, mare than once 1 haPpened
ta bc present. M ucla ai wvlat the students saij -pro.
per naines used, etc- 1 could*nat tinder staInd. 1 know>
they told a great deat about Egypt. Tluey toid abu
the pecuiliarities ai the Nile, about animais and 1î:anti
ta be iound in Egypt, 'but climate and traveinag
therc. They described the people anxd theor liuabit
and told sounethiing of tlucîr history. 'rbcY 101à,j uth
sout and bow ut us ctultivated, ai the l'yrauidigt Iblul
burial in early days and about tlue obclisks --e nao,
in London, the cellier in New Yorkc.

Tiuey told ai the L-tnd of Gashien and af the Pa.
roalis, and made frequent reicrences ta tlue l~
Iiistary ai lsraelitcs and Egyptians. In telling l the
Syhynx ane student lufted froni tlue table a piece c
stane and shrewed ut ta the rest, cxplauuing tt tis
wvas the identical material ai which tlue Sphyns, ,
composcd. lie describcd tIre stone and told how et
came ta have uts present appearance.

Being questuaned on the subject ai the Afraca
continent, students toli~ af Britisha and other 5ý!dýcn
un Egypt, ai late wars and wvhat Britishî troops ha4
dustinguuslîed thcmselves. TI-cy tolrlo the SoUuù
and gave a brief accourut çf General Gordan's Life àzý
death. They told ai Madagascar, ai the hàt.try
unissions there, and gave an accounit af in.utîe -_n
verts, schaols, and oither departinents ai mis.%Io
wark, also ai the late attack by the French, ansd bot
ut intcricrcd with mission work un Miadagascir.

One evening whr.n wve werc ail assembled for a.
shup each preachcr and student brought a sketch d
sanie one anima) mentiouied in the Bible. Eacb
steppcd forwvard un turn, lield op bis picture for aul Éý
sec, told the narne af the animal hc had sketrhed. &ý
scrubcd ut and its habits, told wvhere it is ta be founda.i
avhere ut us rnentioned un the Bsble, also what es z
about it. In gîving huseaccaunt each anc wvas reqturt
ta stand erect (but not hake a statue) ta speak, distinc
and naaurally and uwtl ircdoin. Of course
aIder preachers have been .so long under droit att
thcy are quite at thcur case and speak with perfea
frecdrn, also witb %igour and carncstness. Studara
wvlo have very Iatc'y corne ta the coilege reqea
time and niuch training un erder tbat bashfunessaz4
,very peculiarity ai manner unsuitable toa au
speaker rnay be oevercame. Younger sludents m'
aiten told ta wakcn up "and 1 oob at thear azb
once, not ta be airaud ta spcak out and tell ail tta
have ta say. Ail, froni the oldest ta the youngs
seem thoraughly ta enjoy tluis combination of dufe
cnt lessons un anc. Une aiter aunoîlser spoke
great zest, especuaiiv if sartie very practîrai Scrip...
truite or illustration of truth came out an lits remart
one evcning was devoted un the saine way enuxt
ta bîrds mentionedi un the Bible. Vcry interez:;
accaunts wcre given of the ostrich, peatcaock, d
and many outhers. Dr. Mackay requires tieat vb
ever preachers lcarn they learn thorougli!y; ubi
theniselves have lcarned to, detest more outsade c
or pretense ai knowledge.

1 have irequaently beard native preachers, men
différent disposituons, follatvung different traaaa
tbought, thus guving quite a varicty ai duscea
ta compass ail ai wvhich must have requiredi ate
explore a wide field un course ai theur studues
af the older preachers bave told une abuta1
early tai-aning when they used ta walk aiten frontdi
light titi dark, Dr. Maçkay draiting and asking t
queýitians whie ail were on the march, and ke
theni awake at night at '.le saine work long alter a
%verte aIl in bed.

1 sec the students going un and out and 1 hezir th
sungung, but 1 have been present anly a few u
whben tboy were un class. Thus I knowv abat I h
bad but a glunupse ai work they are goin
WVlat 1 saw, and beard wvas suiply their o -
every-day ivork. The class nover goes un
toast out ait uts 'vay, neyer takes up a dufférent sub'
or dotes anything dulicently for tse sake af anc
iisg an. Tient would bc conarary ta Dr. Ma
pruncîple througbout: -IlNeyer alîow anyuhang-
more appearance sake." ANNIE JAMILSO.

7ains.-i, Fornosa, Mlay, r888.

TuE cornrittee appointed.by Bisbo Potter t,
quire iai the charges circulated in the Cathoie
agaînstlMgr. Bauland, wbo, reccintly wu:bdrewr.,
the Church nt ecitrnc and appiued'lar admis6ioi (0
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