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THE watchword of the Amnerican Presbyterian
Churçh for the present year is " A Million for Minis-
terial Relief." The amnount of the permanent fund for
the support of aged and infirm mînisters is now
$.365,538 and the Church proposes to add to this
amount $i,oeo,ooe during this centennial year. That
the million wiiI be.raised is as certain as any future
event can be. When the entire sum-nearly $1,5oo,.
ooo is raised and invested, there will be at ieast one
Churcb in the world in which a nlinister can look
forward to old age without being tortured witb the
fear that declining years will bring increasing poverty.

AN exchange says:
Some of our Churches go haif their time without a minis-

ter, first, because chey cannot tind one that they like; sec-
ond, because they do flot find one who likes themn; and
third, that there lacks a inutual attraction.
Many Churches go w'ithout a minister for a long time
mainly because they have no definite idea of the kind
of minister, they want. Name six of the best men
they have heard out of fifty, and they cannot give any
definite reason why they did flot call one of them.
They were good men and t.he people liked themn weil
enough, and their sermfons made a good impression,
but -. Ail that cornes after "lbut " simply nîeans
that the congregation did flot know very weil what it
wanted.

PRO)FESSOR MCLAREN concludes an able and
finely-toned paper in Knox Co/lege Monthly on
"Ternis of Communion in the Presbyterian Church'

with the following just remarks:.
We think that it may Lie safely said that it is in every way

wiser and muore Christian, insttad ef expending our ingenu-
ity in lowering the terms of communion tu suit abnormal
or perhaps imaginary cases, to devute our skill and
strength tu the work of paaently instructing the erring, so
as to bring. them to me acknowltdgmetit of the truth.
The admission as communicants ef thuse who avow prin-
ciples clearly disbonouring to the person and the work of
Christ is a source of contamination, and there fore of weak-
riess ta the Church, and a wise and faithful Session will
not hesitate to exercise the authority with which it is clothed
to pievent such a disaster. Aftc ail, the great saieguard
against the admission into Cburch Iellowship ot those who
err in fundansentals, is the faithli preaching of the truth.
Where the doctrines of our standards ýaie habitually
preached with clearness and power, kew who are flot in
subtantiai sympathy with the preaching are likely te de-
sire a place among the ,communicants, and perhaps stili
fcwer, if admitted, will continue te feel at home under
suce ministrations.

IF in the spring peace is maintained in Europe it
is the unexpected that will happen. Present signs
point te the early outbreak of a gigantic war.- The
Russian war party are in a fair.,way' of having their
sanguinary hopes gratified. The Czar is staggering
under the responsibilities of the situation. Discon-
tent, smouldering conspiracy, student-uprisings and
plots against his life are distracting in the extreme.
Then the f-aditional Muscovite policy, the Pan-Scla-
vic movement, favoured by the officiaI classes, urge
the Emperor of Russia to takie a 'decisive step in
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some direction. To ail appearances he is making ex-
tensive preparatiens te strike a formidable blow at
Austro-Hungary. The complications te which such
a movement will give rise it would be hazardous te
conjecture. Meanwhile diptomacy is acting as a t
step-gap te protract tension till the time best suited
for Russian interests is reacbed, and for the purpose
of discovering an ostensible pretext for a conflict for
which the gigantic and ambitious northern Power bas
long been preparing. It may be that ail Europe will
be ablaze before the dread conflagration is extin-
guished. One thing, the Divine Arbiter 'of all bu-
man destinies will overrule the ambitions of men and
nations for the inbringing of that reign of righteous-
ness for which Christians everywhere devoutly pray
and the overwearied millions profoundiy sigh. -

THE trial of election petitions bas disclosed the
fact that the disgraceful cuistem of bribery is net yet
extinct. The evil has been se long continued and bas
become s0 inveterate that it is difficult te extirpate.
One hopeful indication is the premptness with wbich
exposure and punishment have followed conviction.
So long as it is considered safe te spend money in
the purcha* of votes, the traffic in that commodity
will continue. When the men who are blind te the
enormity et political venaiity discover that it dees net
pay te purchase a place among the honourable body
of legislators,, they will cease te seek promotion by
sucb means. When free and independent electors
discover that the sale of their votes is a punishable
offence they will be unwilling te run the risk of detec-
tien involving varieus unpleasant censequences. In
England, the law against bribery and corrupt practi-
ces has been made se strict, and its enforcement is se
certain, that. a customi which bas long disgrac.ed
political life bas alinost disappeared. 1It is of ne im -,
portance te which party the briber or the bought be-
long. Let the law against the crime be rigidly and
impartîally carried eut, and purchase of a seat in
Parliament will ne longer continue te be publicly con-
demned but secretly practised. It will be discon-
tinued altogether. Tilt then, we need net look for
self-respecting representatives ner upright govern-
ment.

OUR neighbour, the Mail, has ef late been giving a
considerabie amount of space te correspondence on
Christian Union. The discussion bas taken a turn
which does net saveur much of either Christianity or
unity. One writer, said te be an Evangelical Episco-
palian minister, declares that " Methodism is the
synonym for aIl that is tricky in religion and morals."
The Methodist Cburch he calis " a wretched schism
whicb, by a blasphemous travesty, they cali a Church
of God." 6'The 'cbapel' is the 'free and easy-*
where every jack can find his JilI, and where religion
and worship bave been turned into a roaring farce."
0f course this bitter attack caleès forth a large number
of replies. Anotner writer, evidently of 'the sarne
schooi, peurs a little imbecile venoni on wbat he calîs
the " sects." And thus the werk of promoting Chris-
tian Union goes on from day te day ! What most of
tbese writers mean by Cbristian Union is simply eut-
ward, organic union-such a union as might be
formed ,between twe insurance cempanies or two
railways. It neyer dawns on their minds that there
may be Christian Union without organîc union-
unioni of spirit and purpose witbout union of ecclesias-
tical machinery. Many good men doubt whether the
Head of the Church ever expressed a desire for
organic union-, sucb as the average taîker and writer
about union- means. What the Churches ne9d te bring
theni nearer eacb other is a great outpeuring of the
Spirit. As godliness and earnest work increase, idle
talk about union of names andrnacbinery always
decreases.

THE C*ristian at Work would like toicjiow wbat
means some of the manageuQ rs fNàu ew YorkAd;1.y
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trials and prize-fights ? Is it fair te presume too that the
number of readers who are interested in news of this char-
acter bears the same proportion as bere- indicated to tbe
general readîng public ? We sbould be sorry te tbink tbat
it did. If we accepted the îîewspaper standard ot public
taste as the truc one we should bave te believe that a goed
haîf, at least, et the people care more for the silly and dis-
gusting gossip of the bar-rooms tbah they do for wbolesome
reading or reai and legitimate news. In some cases, sucb as
that where a leading morning paper cf this city recently de-
voted one whole page te an account of a brutal prize-flgbt
in France, we should have te believe that at least a feurtb
p:krt cf the reading public was made up cf that ciass known
ai tougbs and bruisers, those being the only persons wbo
care anything about reading of prize-fights. If we applied
the same standard cf measurement te another dailv paper of
this city wbich pubiished a double number in order that it
mnight give the foul details cf a filthy affair in London we
would have to conclude that it found its chief constituency
in places cf even a lower character than bar-rooms. No
other class than the most vicious and depraved could bave
bad any interest in the obscene and disgusting stuif thus
paradtd in print.
As a rule Canadian jeurnals are dlean, but during the
&6season" seme ei their managers seem te be under
the impression that their readers -are ltntcnsely inter-
ested in base baIl and other games. Even new
" crack " base baîl men divide the bonours with Mr.
Chamberlain in tbe maLter of space in some jeurnals.

I)RIFTING FROM11 THE CNURCH.

AN important part of congregational work is te keep
hold of these within its pale. Office-bearers and
private Christians are becoming more alive than for-
meriy to tbe necessity of active aggressive effort 'te
reach with Christian influences those living in tbe
neglect et religion. Maay and varied are tbe cern-
mendable efforts te gather in the young and the es-
tranged. An increase, net a relaxation, of effort te
extend the blessings of the Gospel te those without
is what the conditions urgently demand. Tbe Church
of Christ cannot without guilt look on and say "'Arn
I my brotber's keeper ?" Activity in outside work
wiIl net excuse remissness within. Tbere are cern-
plaints that while the Churches are rnaking yearly
gains in rnembersbip there is a steady loss in the
drifting away of others wbo are lesing interest in its
services and associations. This is said te be the
case with the young especially. The extent te which
this is truc may net easily be determined. Cern-
plaints are ne doubt eften exaggerated, and wben they
are made witb frequency many are disposed te ac-
cept theni as' true and well founded. Wben, bew-
ever, due allowance for exaggeration is made there
is sufficient coming within the range of ordinary ob-
servation te justify inquiry, te stimulate watchtuiness
and the adoption cf meanis te ceuniteract the drain on
the Churches, which is silently and constantly con-
tinuing.

People struggling with adversity, unless their re-
ligieus convictions are well founqed and their faith is
streng, are sometimes tempted te witbdraw frorn
Churcfi attendance. Several such are rediscovered
by cýit:y mission labourers, while ne doubt many drift
away and are lest sigbt of, Those wbo have te battie
with adverse circunistances flnd their means cuî-tailed.
They canne dresg sufficiently weli, neither are they
able te contribute as tbey were wont te de. Their
feelings of self-respect are.sensitive, and tbey imagine
that the sympathies ef their Church brethren teward
tbem au-e cbilled. Whetber caste prejudices are getting
inte our Churches or net rnay be an open question,
but that many imagine sucb is the case is beyond
ail doubt. Nleither is it questioned by any one con-
versant with New Testament Cbristianity that social
inequaiities should find ne place where the Christian
bretherhood meet te wership God.

Others may disappear froni the Churches froni lcss
wortby motives. Bent on having their own way, and
flnding that their personal desires meet witb littie or
,no encouragement, they withdraw, and scek what te
them is more congenial society. This fortunately is
net a numerous class. 'They are net frozen eut - theyv


