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RAB AND RIS FRIENDS.

BY JOHN BROWN, M. D.

Four and thirty years ago, Bob Ainsli e and I were coming
up Infirmary Etreet, Edinburgb, from the high school, our
heads together, and our arrns intertwisted, as oniy lover. and
boys know how or why.

Wlien we got to the top of the street, and turned north,
we espied a crowd at the Tron churcli. " A dog, fight 1"
sliouted Bob, and was off ; and s) was I, both of us ail but
praying that it might flot be over before we got up!1 And
il this flot boy-nature 1 and human nature too? and don't
we ail wish a house on fire flot to be out before we see it ?
Dogs like fighting ; old Isaacs say they 1'deligt " in it, and
for the best of ail reasons ; and boys are flot cruel because
they like to sec the figlit. They see three of, the great
cardinal virtues of dog or man-courage, endurance, and
skill-in intense actan. This is very different from a love
of making dogs fight, and enjoying, and aggravating, and
making gain by the pluck. A boy-be he ever so fond him-
self of fighting, if he be a good boy, bates and despises al
this, but he would have run off with Bob and me fast
enougli; it is a natural, and a not wicked interest, that al
boys and men have in witnessing intense energy in action.

Does any curious and finely-ignorant woman wish to know
how Bob'. eye at a glance announced a dog. fight to his
brain ? He did not, he could not sec the dogs fighting ; it
was a flash of an inference, a rapid induction. The crowd
round a couple of doga fighting, is a crowd masculine mainly,
with an occasional active, compassionate woman, fluttering
wildly round the outside, and using her tongue and her bandu
freely upon the men, as so many " brutes; " it is a crowd
annular, compact and mobile; a crowd centripetal, having
its eyes and its heads all bent downwards and inwards, to
one common focus.

Weil, Bob and I are up, and find it is flot over; a smal
thorouglibred, white bull-terrier. i. busy tbrottling a large
sheplierd's dog, unaccustomed to war, but flot to be trifled
witb. They- are hard at it ; the scientific littie fellow doing
hi. work in great style, his pastoral enemy figliting wildly,
but with the sharpest of teeth and a great courage. Science
and breeding, liowever, soon bad their own; the Gaine
Chicken, as the premature Bob called him, working hi. way
up, took i final grip of poor Yarrow's tbroat,-and he lsy
gasping and donc for. His master, a brown, liandsome, big
young sheplierd from Tweedsmuir, would have liked to have
knockccl down any man, would " drink up Eaul, or cat a
crocodile," for that part, if he had a chance ; it was no use
kicking the little dog ; that would only make him liold the
dloser. Many were the means shouted out in moutliful., of
the boit possible ways of ending it. '«Water 1 " but there
was none near, and many cried for it wbo miglit have got it
froni the well at Blackfriars Wynd. "'Bite the tail 1 " and
a large, vague, benevolent, middle-aged man, more desirous
than wise, with somne struggle got the bushy end of Yarrow's
tail into his ample mouili, and bit it wîîh aIl his might.
This was more than enougli for the mucli.enduring, mucli
perspiriog shepherd, who, witb a gleam of joy over hi.
broad visage, delivered a terrific lacer upon our large, vague,
benevolent, middle,-aged friend,-who went down like a
shot.

Stili the Ch icken liold ; death flot far off. "Snuff 1 a
pinch of snuil 1 " observed a calm, highly.dressed young
buck, with an oye-glass in i eye. " Snuff, indeod 1 "

growled the ankry crowd, affronted and glaring. ifSnuff 1
a pinch of snuf 1" again observes the buck, but with more
urgency ; wbereupon were produced several open boxes, and
fromn a muil whicb may have been at Culloden, he took a
pinch, knelt down, and presented it to the nose of the
Chicken. The laws of physiology and of anuf take their
course; the Chicken sncezeuý, and Yarrow is free..

The young pastoral giant staiks off with Yarrow in hi.
arms,--comforting him.

But the bull-terrier'. blood Îs up, and hi. soul unsatisfied;
lie grips tIhe firit dog lie meets, and discovering she is flot a
dog, in Homeric phrase, he makes a brief sort of ames'de,
and i. off. The boys, with Bob and me at their head, are
alter him ; down Niddry street he goes, bent on mischief ;
up the Cowgate like an arrow-Bob and I, and our small
men, panting behind.

There, under the single arcli of the South bridge i. a huge
mastiff, ,auntering down the middle of the causeway, as if
with his liands in his pockets: he i. old, gray, brindled, as
big as a littie Highland bull, and lias the Shakesperian
dewlaps sliaking as he goca.

The Chicken makes straight at him, and fastens on hi.
throat. To our astonialiment, the great creature doos notli-
ing, but stand stili, liold huiscîf up. and roar-yes, roar;
a long, serious, remoilitrative roar. How is this ? Bjb and
I are Up to theni. He Ù 2'fuzzld ý The bailies had pro.
claimed a general muzzling, and i. master, studyîng strengtli
and economy nsainly, bad encompassed bis buge jaws in a
liomo-made apparatus, constucted out of the leather of some
ancient breechin. Hi. moutli was open as far as it could ;
bis lips curled up in rage-a sort of terrible grin ; is tcetli
gleaming ; ready, from out the darkness; tho strap acrosa
'Lis -61.h te--eas-a bowtring; b is whoie-trae stiff.wit

Fie looked down at bis victim appeased, asbamed and
amszed ; snufled him ail over, stared at him, and taking a
sudden thouglit, turned round and tretted off. Bob took the
dead dog up, and said, IlJohn, we'll bury hina after tea."
siYes," raid 1, and was off after the mastiff. Fie made up
the cowgate at a rapid swing; lie had forgotten some en-
gagement. He turned up the Candiemaker Row, and
stepped a. tlie llarrow Inn.'

There was a carrier's cart ready to start, and a keen, thin,
impatient, black-a-vised littie man, bis hand at bis gray
horse's head, looking about angrily for something. IlRab,
ye thief 1"' said lie, aiming a kick at my great friend, wlio
drew cringing up, and avoiding the heavy sboe witli more
sgility thau dignity, and watching bis master's eye, slunk
dismayed under the cart-hus cars down, and as mucli as lie
liad of tail down too.

What a man this must be-thouglit I-to whomn my tre-
mendous bero turns tail I The carrier saw the muzzle hang.
ing, cut and useles., from bis neck, and I eagerly told liii
the story whicli Bob and I alwstys thouglit, and stiil think,
I-onien, or King David, or Sir Walter, alone were worthy to
rebearse. The severe littie man was mitigated, and con-
descended to say, IlRab, nma man, puir Rabbie"-where-
upon the stunip of a tail rose up, tlie cars were cocked, the
eyes filled, and were comforted ; the two friends were re-
conciled. IlHuppî1" and a stroke of the whip were given
to J ess; and off went the tliree.

Bob and I buried the Game Chicken that niglit (we bad
flot mucli of a ton) in the back-green of bis bouse in Mel-
ville street, No. 17, witli considerable gravity and silence;
and being at the time un the Iliad, and, like ail boys, Tro-
jans, we called liii Hector of course.

Six years bave passed-a long time for a boy and a dog:
Bob Ainslie is off to the wars; I am a medical student, and
clerk at Minto House Hospital.

Rab I saw almost every week, on the Wednesday ; and
we bad muni pleasant intimacy. I found thie way to bis
beart by frequent scratching of bis huge head, and an oc-
casionai bone. When I did not notice bim be would *plant
bumscîf straiglit before me, and stand wagging that bud of a
tail, and looking up, witb bis liead a little to the one side.
His master I occasionally saw; lie used to cali me IlMaister
John," but was laconic as any Spartan.

One fine October afternoon, I was leaving the hospital,
when I saw the large gatc open, and in waiked Rab, witb
tliat great and easy -saunter of bis. Fie looked as if taking
general. possession of tic place; like the Duke of Welling-
ton cntering a subdued city, satiated with victory and peace.
After hi came Jess, now white fromn age, witb ber cart;
and in it a woman, carefully wrapped up-tbe carrier lead-
ing the liorse anxiousîy, and looking back. When lie saw
me, James (for bis namne was James Noble) made a curt and
grotesque " boo," and said, IlMaister John, this is the mis-
tress; sbe's got a trouble in lier breest-some kind o' an in-
corne we're thinkin'."

B, this tume I saw the woman's face ; sbe was sitting on
a sack filled with straw, ber iusband's plaid round lier, and
bis big-coat, wlth its large white metai buttons, over lier
feet.

I neyer saw a more unforgetable face-pale, serious,
loety,* delicate, sweet, withont being at ail what we call
fine. She looked sixty, and liad on a mutcb, white as snow,
vitli its black rilibosi; ber silvery, smootb hair setting off ber
dark-gray eyes-eyes sucli as one secs only twice or thrice
in a lifetime, full of sufféring, full also of the overcoming of
it: lier' eyebrows black and delicate, and ber mouth firm,
patient, and contented, which few mouths ever are.

As I bave said, I neyer saw a more beauttful countenance,
or a more subdued or settled quiet. "Allie," said James,
Ilthis i. Maisten John, the young doctor ; Rab'. freend, ye
ken. We often speak aboot yeu, doctor." Shc smiled,
and made a movement, but said nothing ; and prepared to
corne dewn, putting lier plaid aside and rising. Had Solo-
mon, in all bis glory, been handing down the Qucen of
Sheba at bis palace gate, lie could not bave donc it more
daintly, more tenderly, more like a gentleman, tban did
James the Howgate carrier, wben lie htted down Allie, bis
wife.

Thc contrait cf bis umal], swartiy, weather-beaten, keen,
worldly face to liera-pale, subdued, and beautiful-was
seîetbing wonderful. Rab looked on concerned and puz.
zled, but ready fer anytbing that miglit turn up-were ut te
strangle the nurse, thc porter, or even me. Allie and lie
seeîed great friends.

61As 1 was sayin', slie's got a kind o' trouble in ber breest,
doctor ; wull ye tak' a look at it ?" We walked into the
consulting-nooî, aIl four; Rab grini and nomic, willing to
be happy and confidential if cause sliould be sliown, willing
aise te be the reverse on tic ramne terîs. Allie sat down,
undid lier open gewn and ber iawn bandkerchief round ber
neck, and witbout a word, sliewed me ber rigbt breast. I
leoked at it and examined it carefully, she and James
watching me, and Rab eyeing ail three. What could I say?
There it wai that iad once been go soft, go abapely, so white,
se gracieus and bountiful, go «"full of aIl blessed conditions"
-bard ai a atone, a centre of lierrid pain, making that pale
face, with its gray, lucid, neasonabie eyes, and its swect ne-
solvod meutb, express tic full measune of suffening overceme.
Wliy was that gentie, modeat, swect woman, clean and love-
able, condemned by God te bear sunli a burden?

I got lien away te bcd. IlMay Rab and me abide?"
r.Ad ames. ilYou may;- and Rab, if lie will behave him-
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cf fields cf battie ail over it ; one oye eut, one car cropped
as close as was Archishop Leigiton's father's; the remain-
ing eye had the power cf two ; and above it, and in constant
communication with it, was a tattencd nag of an car, which
was forever unfurling itself, like an old flag; and tben that
bud cf a tail, about one inch long, if it nould in any sense bo
said to be long being as broad as long-the mobility, tic In-
stantaneousness of that bud wene vcry funny and surprising,
and its expressive twinklings and winkings, tic intercom-
munications betwccn the oye, tic car, and it, wceecf the
oddest and swiftest.

Rab had tic dignity and simplicity cf great ie ; andliav-
igfeuglit bis way aIl along tic road te absoluto suprcmacy,

ho was as mighty in bis own lino ai Julius Coesr or the
Duke cf Welington, and iad tic gravity't'cf ail great
fighters.

You must have often observed tic likeneas of certain mon
te certain animais, and cf certain doga te men. New, I
nover looked at Rab without thinl4pg cf the great Baptiat
preacier, Andrew Fuller.+"'Tic ramne large, ieavy, man-
acing, combative,. sombre, honest countenance, tic saine
deep inevitable oye, the saine look,-as cf thunder aslccp,
but ready-neithcr a dog nor a ian to bo tnifled witi.

Next day, îy master, tic surgeon, examined Allie.
There was no doubtit t muât kil ber, and soon. It could b.
removed-it mugit nover nturn-it would give lier speedy
relief-she siould have iL donc. Sic curtsied, loeked at
James, and said, IlWien? " IlTo-morrow," said tic kind
surgeon-a man cf few words. Sic and James and Rab
and I retired. I noticed tiat ho and sic speke a little, but
sho seemcd te anticipate everything in ecd othen. The
following day at noon, tic students came in, iurrying up tic
great stair. At the finst landing.place, on a smali well-'
known black board, was a bit ef papen fastened by wafons
and many romains cf eid wafers beside it. On tic paper
were tic words,-" An eperation te-day. J. B., Cek

Up ran the youtis, cager te secure good places ; in tliey
crowded, full cf intenest and talk. " Wbat'. tic case?
Whici side i. it? "

Don't think tici hbeartîcas; tiey are neitier botter non
werse tian you or I ; tbey get over their professional ion-
nors, and inte thii proper work ; and in ticm itpy-asu an
emotion, ending in itself or at best in tears and a long dnaw-
breati, lessens, wbile pity as a motive, is quickened, and
gains power and purpose. iLt i. well for poon human nature
that it is se.

(7o 6e costnsed.)

7,HE CLERICA L PA R T YIN TH.E GERMAN PA R-
LIA MENT.

Thene have noie up for solution during tic bief life cf the
Diet many grave and momentous probiems, and tic gilded
roof of tic great bail liai olten tbrobbed and siaken under
tic violence of debate. Tic meat recent of tic great coi.
bats was tiat betweon froc trade and protection. Its angry
ecioca have net yet wholly ceased te, reseund. But tic
carlicît, tic fiercest, and the bleedieat was one wiici. was
only renewcd, not begun, whicli tic biatorical rentier wil
casiîy trace back te the Middle Ages-the groat national
duel between Kaiser and Pope, betwecn Ghubeiline and
Guelphi, botwecn tie just cdaims cf the State and thc arro-
gant pretensions cf tic Chui ci.

This srruggle, resumed ton or fifteen years ago, in fonm
the sainie, thougi unden conditions difféent, unitcd tic
Catiolin Deputies i tie parliaientany Centre. But it
did more than tiat. Besides a party, it created tic leaders
of a party, and leaders who fer eloquenco, audacity, adroit-
ness, arc the peens of arsy men in tic House. Tic finit cf
these, far abeve ail rivais, i. Windthorst. Funy in size,
almost defo'med, ugiy as Socrates, lie ia an antagoniat
befone wbose wit sho beldest Deputies tremble, and under
wihosc assaults even the great ChancelIer bics ubs ceolnes
and self-nommand. As a tantinian, lie is unaurpaiicd.
Starting as tic chief of a amaîl and proscribcd facnîe. lie
liai built it up te be tic moît numercus party in tic House,
and, holding tic balance cf power, weilda t witli a akili.
whicb O'Connell made fanious in tic Hàuse cf Cernions.
But lie is sonietliing besides a mere wit or parliamentary
atilete. Short, crisp, pungent retonta are indeed bis chiot
ams cf controversy ; but lie is aise, a pelitinian cf culture
and real statesmanliko. abiluîy, and cas> discusi public
topins from an elevated intellectual plane. That is suc-
cess in aetious meilioda and sustaine.d efforts lias been lest
frequently demonstrated may net even b. a fant cf hi. ewD
prelerenne, thougi tic habit cf lis mmmd suggests uni an
inference. It may be-and the supposition is easonable-
that tic nature cf bis taik, on at leait lis. views cf it, lias
imposed aniother policy upon iii as a tantical ne'cssity;
for, cut off as lie is by the chanacter and the relations of biti
party froî an active ahane in creative legsiation, lie i.
practinally confined to tic work cf citicisi, cf mere nega-
tivo opposition ; and tuis, cf course, is beat perfonmed, not
by sustained and elaborate strategy, but by .udden changes,
by brisk and audXcieus dasies, in cvcny part cf tic field.
Hence, thougli ie nakes fcw pcnioda humacif, ho effcctually
prunes those cf bis enemies, net exluding Bismarck bisa'
self. If lie makes a parliamontary bargain witli the govorfl
ment on another party, lie exacts and receives the equivalest
un advance. But lie seidomn entons into sucli transactions,
for, as lic himacîf once raid, lie bas "ne wish te bo duped."
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