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out l,om the Church's communion,  And who shall dare to
say that they were wrong? .

Yes ! peace without truth is a false peace, it is the very
peace of the devil.  Unity without the Gospel is a worthless
unity ; it is the very unity of hell. Remember the words of
our Saviour, ** Think not that 1 am come to send peace upon
earth, T came not to send peace but a sword,”™  Remem.
ber the praise He gives to one of the chuiches in the Reve.
lation: **Thou canst not bear them who are evil.  Thou
hast tried them which say they are Apostles and are not;
and hast found them liars.” l{cmcmhcr the blame he cast
upon another: ‘‘Thou suffcrest that woman Jezchel to
teach,” Never be guilty of sacrifiging any portion of truth
upon the altar of peace.  Be like the Jews, who, if they
found any manuscript copy of the Old Testament incorrect
in a single letter, burned the whole copy, rather than run
the risk of losing qne jot or tittle of the word of God.  Be
content with nothing short of the whole Gospel of Chnst.

* * * - - L ]

Divisions and separutions are most objectivnable i1 re.
ligion, They weaken the cause of true Chuistianity. They
give occasion to the enemies of ail godliness to blaspheme,

+ But before we blame people for them, we must be caretul
that we lay the blame where it is deserved.  False ductrine
and heresy are even worse than schism. I people separate
themselves from teaching which is positively false and un-
scriptural they ought to b- praised rather than reproved.
In such cases separation is a virtue and not a sin. 1t s easy
to make sneering remarks about *titching cars™ and **love
of excitement ;" but it is not so easy to convince a plain
reader of the Bible that it is his dwy to hear false doctrine
cvery Sunday, when by a little exertion he can hear truth,
‘I'he old saying must never be forgotten, ** He s the sclus.
matic who causes thz schism.” . o

Unity, yniet and order, among professing Christians are
mighty blessings.  They give stiength, beauty and efficiency
to the cause of Christ.  But even gold may be bought oo
dear.  Unity which is obtained at the sactifice of truth is
worth nothing.  1tis not the unity which pleases Gw . The
Church of Roms boasts lowdly of a umity which does not
deserve the name. 1t 1s unity which is olitained by taking
away the Bible from the people; by gapgieg puvate judy-
ment; by encoumging ignorance; by turbidding men to
think for themselves.  Like the extenninating warnors of

. old, the Church of Rome makesa solitude and calls it peace.”
There is quict and stillness encugh in the grave, but it is
not the quict of health, but of death. 1t was the false pro-
phetswhovried * peace™ when there was no peace.

Contruversy in rehigion is 2 hateful thing. It is hard
enough to fight the devil, the world, and the flesh, without
private difference in our own camp.  But there is one thing
which is even wotise than controversy, and that is false doc-
trine tolerated, allowed, and permitted, without protest or
molestation. It was controver y that won the bautle of Pro-
testant Reformation.  If the views that some nmien hold were
cortect, it is plam we never ought to have had any Refur.
mation at all!  For the sake of peace, we ought to have
gone on worshipping the Virgin, and bowingdownto images
znd relics to this very day! Away with such tnfling ! Theic
are times when controversy is not only & duty but a benetit.
Give us the mighty thundesstonn rather than the pestilential
malaria.  The one walks in datkness, and posons us in
silence, and you ars never safe.  The other fiightens and
alzrms for a little scason.  But it is soon over and it clears
the air. It is a plain scriptural duty to **contend caraestly
for the faith once delivered to the saints.”

1 am quite aware that the things I have said are exceed-
ingly distasteful to many minds. I believe that many are
content with teaching which is not the whole truth, ani
fancy it will be *‘all the same " in theend. 1 am sorny tor
them. I am convinced that nothing but tde whole trutk is
likely, as a general rule, to do good 1o souls. Iam sats-
fied that those who wilfully put up with anything short of
the whole truth, will find at last that their souls have received
much damage.  These things there are which men ought
never to tritle with, a little poison, a little false doctuine,
and a little sin.

DANIEL A MAN OF PRAYER.

«Danicl was a busy statesman. Darius had made him
his chief mwnister. He had charge of the royal revenue, and
was virtual raler of the empire. Bet amidst all cares of
office he maintained his wonted custom of praying thrice a
day. For these prayers nothing was teglected.  The ad-
ministration of justicc was not standing still; the accouunts
did not run inte confusi.n. There was no matiny in the
anay, no rebellion in the proviaces, from any wismanage-
ment of his.  And though disappointed rivals were ready to
faand an impeachment on the shightest flaw, so wise, and
prompt, ana impartial was his proccdare, that they at last
smcluded, “We shall find no occasion againit this Danicl
except we find it against him concerning the faw of his God.”
e f‘t;nnd leisure 10 rule the —alm of Bahylon, add leisuse
to pray three times 2 day. Some would say that he must
have been a first-rate man of business to find so much time
for prayer. 1t would be nearer 10 say ll.:al it was taking so
mach lime 10 pray which made him so diligent and success.
fal in business. It was from God that Daniclgot his know-
ledge, his wisdom, and his skill. In the ¢*mposure and
serenity which these frequent appreachesto God imparted to
tus spirit, as well asin the supernatural sagacity, and fore-
thocght, and powes of armangement, which God gave in
direct answer to his pmayer, he had an infinite advantage
over those men who, tefasing to acknowledge God in their
callings, vex themselves in <ain, and whe, when the frct,
and worry, and sweltering of their jaded day is dane, find
that they have accomplished less, and that little far more
paiafally, $han their brethren who took time to pray. The
man must be haticr than Daniel who has not time to pray,
and wiser than Daniel who can do what Daniel did without
prayer to help hin.. Danicl was in = place where prayer
was emineatly nevdfocl.  He was in Babylon—a place of
loxury and vevel {rom his position in society he was
peculiariy exposed to the idulatrous and voluptuous temptas

tions around him.  Jt wasdifficult, and ere long it was dan-
gerous, to maintain his singularity.  But so faras there was
any seduction in the misth of that jovial city, prayer kept
hun separate ; and so lar as there was any danger in Willl-
holding countenance from its idol-orgies, prayer made him
bold. Though the clash of the cymbal and “the shouts of
the dancers were coming in at the window, they didaot dis-
turb s devoton; and though he had not Jorgotten the
king's deciee and the hon's den, he did not close the lattice,
nor try 10 conceal his faith and his worslup ; and secure
abhe from spisstual detriment and personal danger, the Lord
hud His prayiny servant in the hollow of His hand,”

TIHE POOR MAN'S SABBATYH.

It is ths poor man’s Sabbath which is the source of his
week-day virtues.  The rich may have other suurces, but
take away the Sabbath frum the poor, und youinflict a gen-
eral desecration of character upon them. ‘Faste, and honour,
and a natve fove of truth, may be sufficient guarantees for
the performance of duties 16 the breaking of which there is
no temptation,  But they are not cnongh fur the wear and
exposure of ordinary life. They make a feehls defence
azainst such temptations as assal and agitate the men who,
on the rack of therr enenygies, are strugghing for subsistence,
With them the relative obligations hold wmoresingly upon the
religious ; and if the tie of religion, thetefore, be cut asun.
der, the whole of their morality will forthwith go into
unlangement.  Wiatcver virtue there is on the humbler levels
of swiely, st holds direct of the Subbath and of the sanctunry;
and when these cease to e venerable the poor cease to be virtuous.
Yau take away all their waorth when jou take away the fear
of God from before therr eyes: and why  u should we
wonder at the result of a very general depravation among
them, if before their cyes there should be held forth, on the
part of ther carthly superiois, an utter fearlessness of God?
The humbler, it ought not to be expected will follow the
higher classes on the ground of social virtue; fur they have
ottier and severer difficultivs to combat, and other tempta-
tions, aver which the vicrory waould be greatly more arduous,
But the humbler will follow the higher on the ground of ir-
religion, only they will do it in their own style, and, per-
haps, with the more daring and lawless spint of those who
1101 10 the excesses of a newly-felt hbesty,” —2Dr. Chalmers.

A CHRISTIAN HOUSEHOLD,

In his own house everything was fitted to make you feel
that the service of Gud was a cheerful setvice, while he
sought that every arrangement of the family should bear
upon cternity.  His morming hours were set apart for the
nourishment of his own soul; not, however, with a view of
laying up a vtock of grace for the rest of the day,—for
manna will corrupt if laid by, - -but rather with the view of
s*giving the eye the habit of looking upward all day, and
drawning down gleaws frum the reconciled countenance.”
He was sparing in the hours devoted to sleep, anid resolutely
sccuted e for devotion before breakfast, alihough often
weaned and eahausted when he lad bimscif 1o rest. A
soldier of the cross,” was his remark, **must cadure hard-
ness.” Often he sang a psalmof praise,as soon as he arose, 1o
stir up his soul.  Three chapters of the wond was his usual
marmang portion.  This he thoy; bt littde cnough, for e de.
lighted exceedingly in the Scriptures: they were better to
him than thausands of gold or silver. In expressing his
value for the Word, he said, **Onc gem from that ocean is
worth all the pelibles of carthly streams.”

1{is chicf scason of relaxation scemed 1o be breakfast-time.
He would come down with a happy countenance and a full
soul: and after the sweet season of family prayer, forthwith
commeace forming plans for the day. When he was well,
nothing scemed to afford himn such true delight as to have
his hands full of wotk  Indeed, it was oficn semarked,
that in him you found —what you rrcly meet with~a man
of high pociic imagination and decp devotion, who, never-
theless, was engaged unceasingly in the busiest and most
fabotious activitics of his office.

11is friends could obscrve how much his soul was engross.
cd during hic times of study and devotion. If interrupted
on such occasions, though he never seemed ruffled, yet
there was a kind of gravity and silence that implied—**1
wish to bealone.” But he further aimed at enjoying God
all theday. And 1cfersing on onc occasion to those blank
hours which so often are a believer's burden,—hours during
which the soul i< dry and barren,—he observed, **They are
proofs of how little we are filled with the presence of God,
how little we are dranm Alike® in our faith.— A *Choyne.

*In the present day the greatest difficulty is occasioned
by some who scize every opportunity of impugning what has
generally been received as oithodox or evangclical, though
we canzut place them in the same class with sceptics or
mtionalists.  If we look, Jowever, into the history of these
teachers, into the formation of their minds, we shall gene-
rally sce good reason for wilhholdin% from them our confi-
dence, =5 trustworthy theolopians. It will be found that
many of them never reccived in their yensh aught which
daxerved tbe name of religions education. They have the
defects as well as *he mesits of the selfitaught. These defects
are the more glaring if they have enteted upon their theo-
logical studies in maakeat as an arena for philosophical
iuvestigation and intellectual discipline.  The mischief, too,
is funther increased when any, by a sclf-sufficient teliance.on
their natural powers, o7 an ardent thirst for universal study,
have rcfused to submit their minds 10 the yoke of patizni
wearisome diligence in the beaten walks 6f literature and
scicnce.  The new lights of aur age have affected to strike
ont 3 fresh path for themsclves in secular learning as well as
in divinity. Each of these causes taken singly may well
abate our confidence in any who are, or who hiave heen sub-
ject to their unfavourable influence.  If these three canses
thould haply be combined in the carly life of the same indie
viduals, can we'wonder that their feet shoaid stumble cnthe
datk mountains, great as may be their industry or talent,
their amiability or piety?” -

XRFORDS OF THE XAFISE,

Sciexce is the result of inquity, ‘Theology is the result of
faith.  Iu the one the spitit of doubs, in the other the spirit
of beliel.  In science, l}lc originality is the parent of dis.
covery and is therefore a mait'; in thevlogy it is the parem
of heresy, and 1s, therefore a crime.  Every system of tes
ligion the world has yet seen recognizes faith as an indispen-
sable duty; but to every system of science it is 2 hindrance,
instead of a duty, inasmuch as st discourages those inquisi-
tive and innovating habits on which alt inteltectual progress
depends.—Luckle,

RELIGION OF THE WORLD. —The tendency of the world's
zehigion just now is, to rcject the blood, and glory in a gospel
which needs no sacritice, no ** Lamb shin.” Thus they go
*“in the way of Cuin™ {Jude 11).  Cain refused the blood,
and came to God without it.  He would not own himself a
sinner condemned to die, and needing the death of unother
to save mm, This was man’s open rejection of Gol's own
wzf of life. Foremost in this rejectiun of what s profanely
catled by some scoffess, **the.relynion of the shambles,” we
see the tirst murderer 3 and he who would not detife ns abiar
:liéz‘;hc blood of a lamb pollutes the earth with hus Lrother’s

DEAN STANLEY imaginesa case: \What if a courageous,
clearssighted Pope should anse and plainly tell the Chuich
and the world the whole ttuth about himsclf and hi< office, —
““the truth which all the outside world knows. and avhich
many of the best spirits within his own comwmunion fully
believe,—that he, lus predecessors; and his successors were,
and are, and will be, allible, personally and officaally ; and
may err—and probably will crr, as they have erred again
and again—in faith and morals, By so domg he would in-
cur unsult, obloquy, perhaps death; but . . . he would have
risen above lus station, s order, and his office ; ke would
have relieved the Roman Chureh from an mextncable cne
tanglement, and restored 1t to hie and freedom.?

“ HEIRS OF GOD, AND JOINT-HEIRS WITH CHRIST.”~—
Ront. wiii. 17.—\What ate all the vain empty titles of honour
1o the glorious and substantial prvileges with which behie-
vers are digmfied, and 1aised above all other men by Jesus
Christ?  Heis the Son of God, and they are the sons of
God also! He s the * Heir of all things,” and they are
jont-hewrs with Chnst ! He reigns in glory, and they shall
reign with Him ! e sits upon the thione, and they shall
su with Him on His throne.  Oh that belicvers did Lut
understand their own happiness and privaleges by Christ,
they would never dioop and sink under every sinall trouble
as they do. —Jokn Flavel, 16g9.

WHEN the preacker is in the pulpit, fet him argue and
speculate as ttle as possible. I he wishes to augue, the
press is open to him 5 1fhe has treasures of learn.ug Tet him
publishthem.  The people who come to hun want sympathy
help, direction, comfort, and practical advice. Special oc-
casions will, of coure, admit of special tecatments but
speaking of the general and continuous munistry of the Word,
let us eschew semi-philosophisings and blind speculations,
and keep ourselves to the holy and useful wuik of cxpound-
ing such portiuns of Holy Scripturc as appeal immediately
10 the aguny of our remone and the necessities of our daly
lite.—Zarker.

** A pLat, full proclamativn of an unadulierated Gospel
was never more needed than st s now,  Under all the cul-
ture of the age, uader all its intellectual antagonism to
Chiistianity, under all ats scientific scepucism and phito-
sophic positivism, these lic the needs, the want, and wean-
ness of souls, that cannot be met or satisfied without God.
There is a scnse of sin in all hearts, a pressure of care, a
burden or sorrow, a dumb, vague longing after a portion not
10 be found here, which proves that man needs the Gespel
nuw as much as in any fonnes tme.  Thercfore let us pro-
claim Christ in his love, and power, and mfinite compassion.
Let us be less occupied wuh proving the Goespel, and more
bucy in preaching it. Lt uc not change the attitude of
cainest evangelists for that of cager controversiais. Lot
us be more anxivus to preach the truth than to assal error.”

“BEROLD THE LAME OF GOD, THAT TARETH AWAY
THE SIN OF THE WORLD."—="The deep spiritual knowledge
cxhituted by John the Raptist in this verse, ought ot to be
overlooked.  Such a sentenceas the one belore us never fell
from the lips of any uther disciple of Chrict before the day
of Pentecost.  Others could say that our Lord was the
Chnst, the Son of God, the Messiah, the Son of David, the
King of lsmcl, the Son of the Biessed, who was 10 come
into the world.  But nonc scem to have seen so cleatlv as
John that Christ was the <acrifice for #in, the Lamb that was
to be slamn.  Well would it be for thie Chureh of Christ in
the nincteenth century, if all its ministers passessed as much
knowledge of Christ’s atenement as is here shown by John
the Baplit ! John saw the vicarious <acrifice of Chri, he-
fore Hedicd on the cross.  Many sa.called Chrictians cane
not sec Christ’s vicarious sacrifice even at this day !

*OusrRVE the motto on the battle-shicld of the apostic
Paul, 1 determined not to know anything amena you, save
Jesus Christ and him crucifial.” It s not sumply lcsus
Christ, though given by an angel and full of meaniag. that
was a great name.  Nor is it Christ come, nor Christ come
ing, nor even Christcrowned s but Chrict dying on a cross,
*Christ_and him crucified.”  Lifk 1o sioners through a
Saviour’s dcath, salvation by sulslitution, redemption
through blood—that bload the rantam, and Jesus the Re-
decmer—was the sulxiance of all Panl’< seimons, the theme
of his praise, the decpest rooted and inust nounshed hope of
his heart. He lived and died in that fauh 3 and though
that tongue of power and c_loqucnce be now silent an the
grave, he prociaims to listening angels in heaven what he
preached to men on eanth. e proclaims 1t, noc in ser-
mons, but in songs ; for in that serenc and belter. world,
where no storms distarb the Chuich, nor controversies rage,
hor clouds obscarc the lipht, they sing, sasvation Uy the
dlood of Clirist."—Dr, Gutirse, ;




