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TAR REMARBABLE CONVERSION OF A JKW,

[ From Hilmer’s CAristian Journal ; a German Periodical.]
* Bo sure your sin will find you out.”’—Nox. xxxii. 23,
A rospoctablo inukeopar in a villago in Germany,

bad a very dopraved, ungodly sou  Oue day, an
old sickly Jow, Eliczor, arrived in the inn, which
stood nt sowo distance from tho village; and fealing
himsalf vory ill, beggod to go to bed.  While ho
vwas fast asleop, tho young profligyto concoived tho
hollish idea to murder hiw, aad to rob him of his
monoy ; for* tho iunkeoper, his futher, with his
mother, and all the servants wero gone to tho fair
i tho markot-town, Ho inflicted upon himsoveral
stabs with a knife, whoroby ho lost his sonses.—
Though ho was still breathing, yot the murderer
tought he was going to die; took a ring from his
Singoer, and tho little money he found in Ins pockots,
and threw tho bouy on a dry dunghill boﬁind the
houso; with the design to cover it as soon as possi-
ble, Butho had scarcoly goue back into the room,
bufore he wak seized with droadful torrors. Iua
stato of distracticn, hic ran ont of the house, without
minding cither the body of tho murdered Jew, loft
uncovered, or the deserted honse, dot¢:mined to
travel with tho utinost speed to the nearost seaport,
a day's jouruoy from his village, aud thero to cngage
as & sailor. Meanwhile tho stabhed Jew, whose
woumls were not mortal, recovered so far as to bo
able to movo, with slow stops, to tho villege. le
could not give any clear acconnt how ho bad met
with his accident, both (vom wenkness, and because
he had neither scon his murdeser, nov the instru-
ment by winch ho had roecived bis wounds ; for he
had ant secovered his senses til he haa lain sore
timo on thoe dunghill, o died on the follawing day ;
and the surgeos wha oxamined the carpse declared,
that thoug"y his wounds wms nnt in themselves ab-
solutely mortal, yet, in the prascut cuso, they had
beeu the means of hastening his doath.

The murderer, pushed on by tormenting fears,
proceeded on his way. In awood ho found, on the
edgo of the road, a young Jew fast esloep. Sud-
denly anofher horrible iden came into bis mind. e
drew the knife, with which he had committed the
mrder, out of his own packet; put it gently inte
the porkot afthe sleepiug Jew. and rapidly pursued
bic jmrary on a bye-path through the wood. He
reached e seaport P. 1 tho jnn where ho took
up his loging, his vouthful appenrance hnd hand
some figurc strack the daughter of the house ; the
affectien senn became mutual; and whes the father
had given his consent, *hey we o married, and re-
mained in the house to assist tho father in his bu-
siness.

It so happened, that two soldiers wern walhing
in the same roud where the murderer had boon.
They found there agood Lioking yeung man sleep-
ing; whom. from his dress and  :ountenauce, they
supposed to be a Jew : it was .no same who has
been mentioned.  « Why,” (< d one of thesoldiers
to his companion), * we are Luth of us huugry and
thirsty : may woe not apply to the pocket of the
sleeping Jew for a lile money? As he is asleep,
he will notrefuse it ¢ Tte hiut is good,” (return-
ed the other,) * for T ama' anst fuinting from thint,
and I have not afarthing . my pocket.” 'They
now puta band into the coat-pocket of drowsy Na-
than (this was the nanle of the Jew) for maney;
but instead of a purse, they fouud and drew forth a
fargo knife ; and were terrificd when they found it
covered with gore; butsoon recovered from their
terror, by the liope of earving the reward, given 0
those who deliver into the hands of justice a2 man
suspectod of innraer; thoy awakencd the Jew, bouud
hiso ; and, deaf to his questions and intreatics, con-
ducted him juto thé towa, nhero bo was put into
prisou. .

Fiere he romained in cunfinement for mors than a
year. In tho first month,.lhc state of idlenc{s be-
came quite & burden to him. He asked the jailor
whether ho could not give bim books to read?
«’Thero is,” (replid he.,) ** *n the who!s house but
one hook, probabizleft hehisrd by a former prisonor.”
« What book 7" asked tho Jew. ¢ T do not know
it." was the answer of the ignorant jailor, * I
nevor bave road it; but on. looking into it, I havo
found, that it contains, somo histares, and also lat-
tars.” ¢ O crigd tho Jow «*give me that hook;
any beok is better thap tins wearinesa." o gave
jtto bim. T'he Sew was ahigystatruck with horror,
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whea ho read the title-pnge of tho book; it was,
The New Testament of our Lord Jesus Christy Ho
was about to return it; but he snid tu himself,—
* What harm can it do me, if for once with my own
oyos, 1800 what tue Cluristians rolato of theis Jo-
sus? 1 shall thercby ho enablod to argue with
Ghristians,” Ho now began reading; he first road
with scarat reluctauce 5 but the loagor he road,
tho moro his reluctanco chonged into alarm and
}!iatrau of mind, which ho conld not aceound
or.

Thr sormons of Josus in the Gospols, scomed to
him x0 fult of wisdom ; his actious so wounderful;
his viows so pura; Ins snyings so nobleand so holy;
that e felt hiumsolf struck with rovereaco for bim,
and was convineed, that not ony of all the men
that have lived hero on carth, not even Moses or A-
brabam, was equal to him. [rom his early infancy
he had heard his pawonts and toachers spoak of Je-
sus of Nazareth, as an imposter. Ils now was a-
wazod to see in every pago, the humblest and meok-
est of all tho sons of Abraham; nay, of all the
children of Adam: Ho read the sermon on the
nount ; tho last prayor of thedivino bigh pricst; and
his last words with his disciples. overflowing with
tho wost tender parting love.  With sileow tears in
his oyes, ho read the history of the passion and
death of Jes1s; and at his last words upon tho cross,
chiefly at that prayer, * Father, forgive them? he
began to woop bittorly! 1le could scarcely proceod ;
but his desito to knew the conduct of the disciples
aftor the death of their master, led him to read the
Acts of the Apostles also: hero tho ovents of theday
of Pentecost, and the effects of the sermon of that
day, struck him with greatpower. But the conver-
sion of a Saul into a Paul madoe the deepost impres-
sion upon his soul: thia wonderful ovent was de-
cisive : ho exclaimed, with a loud voice, ** Astruly
asthe God of Ahraham hves in heaven, Josus of
Nazarcth is the Messiah, the Son of theliving God "'
And in the samo state, he lifted up his hands. and
prased. * As truly as thou, O Jesus of Nozareth,
art the tri.o Prophet and Messiah, 1 will bo thy dis-
ciple! Havo merey upon mo! have mercy, as thou
showedst mercy to tho thigf at thy right haad ! pray
for me, as thou prayedst for thy murdovers—Fathor,
forgive him !”

This son of Abraham, now ia his heart abeliover,
longed with an increased desire for tho day of his
acquittal; of which, being consciovs of s inno-
cence, ho hud not the leastdoudbt. This desire was
not so much owing to his putyral love of hiberty, as
to 2 wish to confess publicly, with tho mouth, what
he believed with his heart; und to be added, by
haptisn, to the followers of Josus Christ.  Ho spent
bis time overy doy in reading the New Testament,
which now had become his dearest treasnro; and he
often perused from the begioning to the end, wnh
increasing interest and joy. When exammned he-
fore the court of justice, ho defended himself with
freeness, but modesty: even his judges coafessed,
that his contluct hespoke iouocence: anw the calm-
ness lio showed, whon‘slm bloody knife, found in lus
pocket, w=rs produco%and his modest statement
staggored thcjud{;es. ; AAs ta theissuc ef the tnal, the
prisoner had no fear j/quiotly waitiog for the day,
whou God himsclf would be pleased to make tus
innncence appear in some way or other. After
having been in prisonfiftecn months, be received his
sentence ; by which ho was condemued to bo whip-
ped publicly beforo the town-hall, on three suc-
cessive days; and then to ono year's hard labour.
A toar dropped from his eyes when he heard the
seutenco; but he returned calm aud resigeed into
prison.

The day of execution arriveds the prisoner had
already been brought into the town-hall, to be un-
dressed for the first whipping ; when a message ar-
rived from the court of magistrates at P., by which
notice wis given, that tho roal murderor of the Jow
Eliezer bad there been detected and brought into
prison ; and ko had alvoady counfessed his crime.

Our prisoncr wasnow sent back into privon, bug
shows into a better room ; ard in a week, ho was
restored to full liberty. The most respectablo in-
habitants of the tasyn expressed . their concern for
bis uadeserved imprisoument, and their joy on his
release. He roplied, “ Your interest in my case
affects my heart; but I cannot nccept your compas-
sion, for by my impriscomont I have lost but hutle,
and ganed much.” He inquired after a pious mi-
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meuded to lio as & holy man: to hur ho opencd
his honrt ; and rolated to hun all that had befallon
both in his outsterd awd inner man. and most carn-
estly liegxod to be baptised. aml aduntted to the
Lord'ssupper.  Somo weoks alter, ho was publicly
baptisad ia the parish church, and thes adautted sor
tho holy secrameont.

‘Fhe real murderer, who Jived, undar a falsoname
with his fatherin law atP., to assist in the caroof
tho inn, had, by some unguardod words, alrendy exe
citqd samo suspicion ; when an cvent happenced, in
which he fully Letrayed himseli. T'wo strangora
who had put up at theian, talked abont the murder,
aud all that sinco had followed, n ilts prescnco of
a membeor of tho court of magistrates, 'L hey mena
tionad tho son of the inkeeper at M. as the supposed
critninal 5 nnd just at tho moment, Uin son-m-lam
of the man of tho house cutered mto the roown, one
of thestrangers in 2 jocoso snaunor, and without.the
loast meaning, said, * That porson issmid tabo 1
appearaace emcﬂz hkeo tlus our young lundlord.'*
At theso wonds, the young man turncd pale; he
tremblod, attempted to spoak and stannasred. The
magistrate, whose suspicion was roused, wont out;
and after consulting hisfriends, resolved to watch the
young man duriug the day, uund m tho evening cone
fine him, which was done.

Attho first stage of iy trial, the wwretch contrived
to evado the skill of his cross-cxamuers; butat
last, the inward judge brought about, what his hes
man judges had heen unable to effect. Inward tar-
monts were sa picturod in his face and in lus whols
conduct, that the judges had the courago te addvess
him in these words; * Villain, dost thou dare longor
to defy the hoart-searching eves of the Almghty?
‘Thou standest beforo an open guit; beforo it swal-
low thEeuyp, 1n honeur of truth, say, Yes! Trem.
bliog in every lunb, ho smd, * Yes;”’ and after hav-
ing made an open confession of his erimo, and ovory
particular, ho was sentenced to be wiznped in the
market-place on eight succozmive days, and to six
years' hard Iabuur,

Our convert Mvathan hed no sooner heard whag
had happened, than his heart was filled with sorrow
and compassion for tho crimmal. 1ls was not reo-
joieed to see the author of lus past trouble brought
Jo punishiment; be only felt = strong desire after thy
salvation of his soul- "He resolved to go to C—,
and there to take lodgngs for six years: in order to
seo the culprit every day, to bring him into the way
of life, and to do lim good tor soul and Yody.
For this he beggedleave of the comwauder; whick
was granted to him, when ho had cxplained bis
reasons. e got botter foed for the eriminal, and
aided in his cure and nursing, during an illaess which
befel him. On thatoccasion, he wade s spiritual
cure, the conversion of his soul, his chiel concern.
f1c instructed, he warned. ho entrented the sick man
to save his poor soul, by tureing with a peaiteat
heartto him, who pardoned and saved the mup
derer on the cross. His tears oud cntreaties were
blest. It pleased the Lord, who recciveth sinoers,
to touch the hardenedheart of the culprit; hesoughs
for mercy, and found it. Ile melted in tears of the
deepest repentance, under a prayer, offered up b
his kwd friead, and prayed afterwards timself wil{
affecting fervour and devotion. ‘The Lord answer-
cd the prayers of the contrite sinncr, and spoke
peaco ¢ his soul. e got well, aud his conduct
proved the sincerity of his conversion. Iis change
iINto a uew man was even ohserved by the command-
er; who imore and more estcemed him for bis
peaccable, iudustrious, and ohedient hehaviour ; and
strove to nake his coadition as casy 2s ho could.
After the years of his punishment were over, he was
set at fiberty. His kind fiieod took him into his
own ledgiog; whero they staid together for soms
months, improving themsclves by the word oftruth.
and strengthening themselves, by dmly prayers, in
faith, in love, and in persevcranco in the grace they
both had obtained. After having partakea together
of tho holy sacrament, Nathan went with his fricnd
to the place where he beforo lived, and hastened
to his wifo, who preseated to hun bis first-bhorn son,
whom she had brought into the world, during the
frst year of his coufinement.  Tho next day Nathan
left them, aund returacd to bis own homes; whero,
aftor threo or four months, he fell sick, and was
romoved into the kingdem of ~verlasung bliss and
joy, On his sick bed, he often wenticnsd the na e
of his friond, wwh gratitude, ferveuly prayed, that
tho-Lord wonlu make bim {aith{ul unto theend, aud



