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are removing ever farther and farther to-
wards the setting sun; the present rates of
frcight both by land and sea nro more likely
to increase than to diminish s whils the in-
crensing Yopululion steadily springing vp
between the wheat Jands and thy Atlantic
will intercept o cousiderable portion of the
supplies that  would otherwise yench the
English wmarket.

Nova Scotia is not a wheat producing
country, but for the Western poctions of the
Dyminion every considerntion that may nffect
grain trade is of vital importance,  Indved
thig future of the Dominion at lurge has been
to somie extent staked on the atructions and
capabilities of the great North-West ay a
wheat-producing region.  But the Maritime
Provinces can only be said to have a reflected
mterest in the venturo,  They will benelit
financially with the Dominion at large, if the
high hopes now entertained shouhl be fullill-
e, Or they will in the same proportion
suffer, if these hopes shoulld prove delusive,

But, although Nova Scotia is not, properly
speaking, a grain-producing country, there
are other commodities for the production of
which she is eminently suited, and for the
aupply of which to England her situation is
unnvailed.  The conditions of the Provinee
ave very favorable to the brecding of cattle
for export, in which she ought to compete
more than successfully with any part of the
American continent ; and it is encournging
to learn that these advantages are apprecia-
ted, and that this branch of commerce has
alrendy attained a considerable development
in Nova Scotia. :

‘The trade in bot] live and dead meat be-
tween the United States and England is
daily assuming larger proportions, notwith-
standing the enormous distances over which
the eat has to be carried to the ports of
departure.

ew docks are being opened from time to
time on the Northern shores of fngland for
the purpose of accommoilating this yearly in-
creasing trade.  The Avonmonth docks, near
Bristol, though only completed two years ago,
are filled with eattle stanmere.  These docks
are more favorably situated than Liverpool in
several particnlars, they buing nearer to Lon-
den, more aceessible from the sea, having no
bar like the Mersey 5 and, for steamers pass-
ing South of Ireland, saving 12 hours
steaming.

In the interests of humanity, it is to be
hoped that the trade in dead meat may prove
s0 profitable as to supersede the transport of
live heasts 3 and the facts stated hy Messrs.
Pell & Read in their official report show some
reason for expecting that this hope may be
realized,

The enormous number of beasts destined in
one shape or other for the English market
find their way from the different cattle pur-
serius of the United States to the three great
centres of distribution.  The following is an
exiract from a leading arti-Ie in the London
Times of the 1st September last, commenting
on Aessis. Pudl & Reul's report:

¢ ‘Tho beasts selegted tosupply live or deard
mea i ihe Kogiisn o Kot have all Buglish
blood, more or less diffused. - Bat the range
of this admixture is limited.  The quantity

brought to the three great abattoirs is cnor-
mour. At Chicago, as our readers may re-
member to have read somo time since in our
columrs, one man takes a third of the sup-

-

He kills more than a thonsand every

week-dayy with the vegulurity, cnso and
noisvlesaness of a porfect machine.  Skiltul
operators hefore, behind, wbove, and on both
siddes, conduet the animal in one minute from
the yard, through narrowing passages, to the
point wheve an unfailing hand deprives it of
fecling s where all thu other processes of the
slrughter-house are dons far more carvfully
and neatly than with us, aud the dismember-
wl animal is soon passeil through suceessive
refrigeratory, down altost to fieezing, or
boiled mnt casned, the oftul and other purts
being utilized. .

“ The vxports of fat beasts to England hns
been n great fuilure, ro far.  ‘Fhe asimals
take much yoom, require wmuch cae, and
cannot stand bad weather,”

‘The breeder of eattle for the English mar-
ket shonld learn that the shipment of aninals
in high coudition is both cruel aml unprofit
able, and that the preferable alternative, now
beginning to be recognizad, is to 2end ouly
thouxe auimnls of improved Lreeds, us being
havdier and taking up less room.

For such 2 trade as this Nova Scotia assur-
edly needs no protestion,  She posscsses all
the clements of suceess in a remarkable de-
gree in hee soily her elimate, her harbor, her
ines of ocean steamships and her propinguity
to market. ;

But there are other commodities besides
meat in which Nova Scotin ought to be able
to compete successfully with the United
States for the English markete,

‘The United States export annually,accord-
ing to the report of Messrs, Pell and Read,
ont hundred and twenty millions of pounds
of chieese, and abiout twenty million pounds of
butter. ‘The cheess i3, ug a rule, fairly good,
though capabls of being much improved.
The but er is deeidedly inferior; it comes
from the fiur Western States, and is congumed
in the manufucturing districts of the North
of Englawl, the totnl cost of freight being
little over one farihing & pound.

‘Fliere seems no good reason why hutter and
choese made in Nova Scotin should not be
equal to the same artivles manufactured in
Eugland. A commencement in the matter of
cheese has alveady been made at Aunapolis,
and I should imagine that the Northern por-
tions of this Province generally could not
easily be surpassed in favorable conditions.
All that ean be required is to improve the
method of manufacture; and for promoting
such improvement, yearly Exhibitionssuch as
we are now holding in Halifax are obviously
of the highest wtili y.

If in the foreguing remarks I may app ar
to have been soimewhat bold in exprossing
opinions on a subjuct respecting which it is
obivious that 1 canrhave no technical know-
ledee, T hope that the strong interest I shall
always feel in all that concerns the welfare
of Nova Scotin and its inhabitants, and cs-
pecially of this city, will be accepted a8 an
exeuse.

The exhibiiion was then formally
declied to be open, and the General andd
party accompamed by His Worship the
Mayor visited the building and grounds,

‘The wheat evop of the Uuited States, this
year, aceerding to the latest estimate, is inore
thanfour hundred and fifty milhons of bushels.
Tlis will give a surplus, after supplying the

home market, of nearly two hundyed willions

of bushels.

CAPE BRETON EXHIBITION.

Baprrck, Oct. 12th, 1880.
COL. LAURIE'S OPENING ADDRESS.

Mr. Chnirmnn, Ludics and Gentlemen :
It is but nutural that at this, the first
Agriculumal Exhibition held by the Ise
lnud of Cape Breton 1 should choose ns
my toxt “The Stito of Agriculture in
Cnpe Breton,” but it is somewhat nufure
tunnte that, in addressing niyselt to this
subject, ¥ libor under the disudvantage of
not having visited those portions of Vie.
torin nud Inveruess Conuties, which, if al}
reports be true, nre the most advauced
furwing distrvicts in the sl

IProm the accounts of eye-witnesses, as
well as from the returns of crops raised
it various parts of the Island, I am in-
clinedt 10 huzard the assertion that the
two extremes of furming aro to be found
in Cape Breton, that some of the best
and, (bear with me when J say it,) some
of the worst tavming done in the Provines
of Nova Scotin is to be touml on the
Loland.

Witere 80 much goed farming is dore
it is clenr that the climate is uot to blame,
and no one who has passed through your
smiling valleys would veuture to nssert
that the land wus to blame. It is clear
that we must seek the explanation of uny
alleged backwarduness in onr farming else-
where than in au ungenial climate or an
unfertile soil,

It we arve lehind cther parts of the
Dominion or the Continent, we must set
ourselves to find a remedy, nud to this end
it will be well to sevk any cause ami
ascertain how it muy be removei,

So many causes are ussigned by per-
sous who profess to be well acquainted
with the inhabitants of Cape Breton, that
one almost hesitates to approach a subject
so well threshed out. 1 have heard it
asserted thut the popu'ation of Cape Bre-
ton largely live by fishing, that fishing
and farming are incompatible, hence the
ueglect of the lutter industry, especinby
along the coust.

Again, it has been stated chat the early
settlers in Cape Breton were drawn fizn
a class who kuew nothing of furming,
that their attempts at farming were un-
profitable, and that their descendants,
sceing no satisfuctory results, also ex-
hibited an utter distaste for such appar-
ewtly aimless drogery, sud have uever
tuken kindly co it us o professiou.

Want of capital, too, has been given as
another reuson for the poor success of
many of our Island farmers.  Many other
reasons are ulso given, and there is just
sufficient plausibility i such reaconing to
admit of the fuct and the re-ult being
assucinred, the result being looked ou as
an outcome of the fact.

For my own part I caunot reeognize

that any of these so-called causes can be




