
sermon.

IlBeloved let us love one another, for love Î8 of aocl, and every one
tlzat lovet1i is begotten~ of Goct " (4:7). This is a good text mark; one
tlîat even the wor]d can apply to us. "lBy this shaHl ail men know
that ye are my disciples if ye hiave love one for tho other " (John
13:35>. (3) The thiird mark is, faili ini JAmiCh'it The un-
renewed heart is an evil lieart of unbelief, and unless changed wouldl
neyer trust God; lience whien a inan finds that lie can commit hixn-
self and all that concerns hiÀl to God in Christ, lie xniay know thiat
(led lias given Miîn a new, a believing, trustiiig heart. " Il7osoever
I)lpluvetli thut Je.9us is tlhe ChiLst is begotici? 0 ofl (5:1).

Now, my brther, you mnay say that, you are trustingr the Lord
Jesus as your Saviour, Lhat you love the society of God'sq people, and
that you are honestly strivin« to keep God's Iaw and thiat you deliglit
in it:ý but you wvould scarce dare txo say thiat yen are boni again. You
îieed net .say it, God says it for you. Fe says that auy man that lias
these characteristics is begrotteib qf 6ud. LZay, more, you mnay have
only an heur ago led to Christ for refuge, yon have cest yonrself
iinreservedly on Humi, believing that H1e forgrives and receives you:
but yen are not yet in a position txo speak of vour obedience any
more than to say that you are willing to do whatever lie commands
,von; if that is true, thien God s<qpz you are l"rn of God. In so far,
therefore, as you know that you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ>
in so far as you know that you love the brethrcîî, and in se far as
von kiiow that you deliglit in God7s lawt-% after tie muner mnan, so far
you iwav have the assurance that von are a~ child of GGd, becanse
Cod says you are. Now somne are loyal txe God, lovincg huxu, trustingr
Minu, and serving im;i b ut the- think it too miucl to dlaii that,
they have eterîxal life, and thiat they are, chiîdren of God. So it iýs
too much: %ve are not worthy of it, but Cod baLs griven us life and a
plzw~e, in Ris famnily - anti if H1e lias done ail this, shall we not give
Hlmn credlit for wvhat Hie lias done, ei.d own wvith, nxeekness and fear,
yet Nvitlî confidence aud joy that ,vu are Ris childreu ? Yon have
prayed ý%vit h the Psalinist, t'Say thon to iiy seul, I anx thy salva-
tien " anxd now -%vhen the Spirit of Goul, says it to you thirough the
word, acknowledge it. Li love for your coin fort and joy lie speaks
te, yen -. lear Hinm and He will speak yct more a.nd more distinctly
tili yon can say assuredly that, the Spirit bearethi wituess with your
spiriftO that you areIa chilil of (bd.
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