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diffuse aniong the people generally a love for thiese pursuits, wvould
have inspired somne fe-elings of interest in the bosom of every mIan
of liberal toste and generous sympathy." So spo«ke the late Henry
Richard, whom Mr. Gladstone was Nvont to adIdress as lemy honor-
able friend the Memnber for '«ale." Southey, Thierry, Chevalier
Bunsen, and Bishop Thirlwall, the historian of Greece, showed their
highi appreciation of the ïisteddvod. The late Mir. Mf'atthew Arnold
said: The Eisteddvod no doubt is a kind of Olympie meeting, and
that the comnion people of W«ales shoid care for sucli things shows.
sornething Greek in them, soniething spiritual, soinething human,
somi-ethiing (I arn afraid one inust add) wvhielh withi the Engrili coin-
mon people is not to be found."

It is truc that niany of the bardic forins and syînbois nowv prat-
tised at the Eisteddvod4 are anachronismis; but the answer of Gower
to Pistol, whio llouted another Welsh custoui, is applicable to this
ce:-", Will you moek at an ancient tradition began upon an
honorable rcspect and worni as the inemiorable trophy of pre-
dleceased genius, ? " The Englsl papers.dwell alinost exclusively
upon these anachironisms, and judge the whole institution by soine of«
its appendajges. Englishinen dIo not understand, nor care to under-
stand the sigrnificance of the Eisteddvod. They pretend to look
with suspicious eyes on these timie-hionored customs, and circulate
somne dark hints that, "T'affy " is growvingr intractable. John Bull
always clamours about supprcssing sînall nationalities, but who lias
suppressed so inany as ho ? How lie frowns if any of his adopteid
children show some vigor and independene? The objeet of the
Eisteddvod is not to fomnent the feeling of nationality in the
p-aliticai sense ab aIl, nor even to perpetuate the Welsh langutage
and customs. The best seeurity for the duration of the Weish ian-
guage is the passionate attachrnent of the people to it as the vehicele
of religious worship and instruction. They like the Eisteddvod,
not only because they re vée old eustorns and traditions merely, but
also because of âàe genuine delighit wvichel they take in such intel-
lectual exciteient wvhieh the exercise of oratory and composition,.
poetry and inusie, afford them, just as the comnion people of Engl-
land take dclighit in lhorse-racing, fox-hunting, and pugilism. Il I is
a rnost remarkable feature," says B;shop, Thirlwall, lu the history
of any people, and such -q-, could noV be said of axiy other than the-
Welshi, that thiey hiave- centred- thieir national recreation in literature
and musical ma".poition."
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