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nwmbers,  The Austealinns, also, particalarly those of New
South Wales, have come to the front in grand style, and many
of the English regiments have taced abmost impregnable posi.
tions without turning w hair. In fact, all the troops have
acted most admirably—in the words of General Buller, ** they
ave splendid” 1 am awarve that an honor, i made general,
ceases to be an honor.  But it seems to me that, henceforward,
the wearing of local emblems, which has been contrary to the
Queen’s regulations, should be recognized and encouraged on
particular days. throughout all the fighting forces of the
British Empire, as a measure tending not towards disunion,
but towards a proper spirit of emulation and local pride.

- L] L d
l.\' an article on the “Development of the Dominion,” by Mr.
Waldon Faweett, in the last aunther of Harper's Weekly,
there s a covert and unmerited sneer at Cannda.  After point.
ing out that a New Yorker is at the head of the syndicate
erecting the largest of the Cape Breton steel plants: that

almost all 1ty machinery installed there will come from the
United States: that doring the past year Awmericans have

largely inereased their holdings in Canadizn lumber Lunds, and
that, finally, a Buffalo syadicate has secured a foothold in the
Canadian grain trade, the writer goes on to speak of the
development of Canada’s natural resourees as if it were depen-
dent upon American money and American beains, I is a short
step to the inferenes that Canadians are pitifully lacking in
hath of these desirable things, possessed in such hountiful
measure by their neighbors, This may be the ease, but the
history of the past couple of decades wonld not so dicate. 1
am not going to discuss the gquestion of the relative wealth
and enterprise of the two peoples, but, as a Canadian, [
protest against the innuendo that my fellow countrymen are
Incking in that inventiveness, initintive, staying power and
balance summed up in the one word, “brains.””  Canada has
praduced her share, and move than her share, of hrainy men.
They are to be found in all parts of the world—for the trouble
is that Canadians, as a rule, are not sleepy stay-at-homes.
Indeed, it would have been @ good deat better for Canada
(and, perchanee, somewhat worse for a few other countries)
had the sons of the Dominion been less willing and able to
take care of themscelves amongst strangers,
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ANADN has given to the United States such men as Presi.
dent Schurman, of Cornell=who, by the way, cracked the
Philippine nut for Uncle Samucl — Senator MeMillan,  of
Michigan; *Jim* Hill, of the Northern Pacific Railway, and
many others high up on the rungs in literature, education,
finance and industrial organization. The inventor of the Lee.
Mettord and Lee-Enfield rifles is a4 Canadian,  Col. Girouard,
the youny fellow who, by his genius as a railway constructor
and administrator, made Kitchener's brillinnt campaign in the
Soudan possible, and is now making Roberts® campaign
against the Teansvand possible, by the same means, is a4 Cana.
dian. ‘The late Grant Allen—distingnished adike in lterature
and scicnce—wais a Canadian  One could ge on multiplying
names for an hour.  In proportion to its population or its age,
Canada has turned out, perhaps, as many brilliant wmen as
any country in the world,  OF course, it is a wellksown fact
that the prople of the United States consider they have just
about all the intelligence the Creator allotted to mortals, 1If

mentality were measured by mouth, we might e prepaved to
admit the caim. But as it is not — bhackward though we
Canadians are in selfconfidence and selipraise—we must dis.
pute the assertion that our country is compelled to look
sonthward for its supply of grey matter. We have many
brilliant and successful Americans in Canada. We are glad to
Bave them, and shall be pleased to have more of the same
stamp.  They know tao much, however, to suppose that they
have acineh on all the brains in the Dominion, and if those
they have left at home are deluded by such an idea, it is on o
par with the notion that Dewey is the greatest admiral the
world has produced. FerLix Vaxe,

IN THE EVENT OF SECESSION.

LETPERS FROM EMINENT CANADIANS DISCUSSING
LAST WEER'S ARTICLE,

O”l\' article of last week, discussing what wouald be likely to
happen in the event of an attempt to break up Confedera.
tion, written by a well-kuown French-Canadian Member of
Parliament, was the subject of widespread discussion and of
considerable newspaper comment, The editor of Lire has
reecived, amongst others, the following comntunications from
two eminent Canadians:

Froat Nicnoras Froon Davis, Bsq., M.P.—~The article
*“In the Event of Sceession™ seems to mie to be unexception.
able, save from this point of view. The idea of the secession
of any of the Provinees is a wild absurdity, and, in the case of
Qucebee is not less but more absurd than in that of her sister
Provinces. In my opinion the secession of any of the Pro.
vinees is outside the pale of the practical.

The practical part of the excellent article hefore me is the
last paragraph A solid Quebee would be a calamity, and in
no part of the Confederation would the caliunity be so closely
and keenly felt as in Quebee.  The writer, I think, is at fault in
a comparison between a possibly solid Quebee and the solid
South of ante-bellum days.  The solidity of the South gave it
power, and power which enabled it to preserve its special
institution beyond the natural period; the solidifving of
Quebee would make it weak; its weakness would make it
fretful; and in regard to purely Proviucial guestions would
lead to new movements and new agitations. A solid Quebee
would mean at an early day Quebee redueed. to insignificance
in the Confederation.

As long as the people of Quebee think on political questions
on their merits Quebee must remain a power; the moment her
people cease so to think and guide their actions by chauvinism
of race she will be on the road to impotesce and her political
action will lose rational significance. One of the resalts of such
a position wonid be revolutionary movements within the
dumain of Provincial action, and we should see men rising up
ventilating projects of socialism. Mr. Gladstone’s disestablish-
ment and disendowment of the Irish Church would furnish an
example firing to the imagination of an ambitous politician,
or hie might go for his mode! to the French Revolution. What.
ever brings our French-Canadian fellow-citizens more closely in
touch with the slower blooded English-speaking races helps
them in working and living under British constitutional
rovernment.

The greatest encmy of Freach - Canadians is the man,
whether Conservative or Liberal, who tries to build, on the
base foundation of prejudice and passion, a solid Quebwe.

Nic1onas Froon Davis,
Ottawa, March 15, 1900.

Frox Sk Joux Bovrinor, CLERK oF T House of
Comnons.—1 see no reason whatever in the existing politicad,
social, or cconomic conditions of the Dominion, or of any
seetiont in particular, for discussing, or even suggesting, the
possibility of a seeession of & Provinee, or the breaking up of
the Confederation. On the contrary, these conditions pomnt
not to the establishiment of an impossible Nation Canadienne,
like that rashly imagined by the brilliant and unsafe Papineau,
but rather to the strengthening of the honds that unite the
diflferent wembers of the federal union.  The union of French
and English-Canadians on the battleficlds of South Africa
must have a more potent influence for the national advan-
tage than the ehallitions of indiscrect speakers or irresponsible
journalists. 1 sce before me, in the years to come, a United
Canada and a United Empire.

Jxo. Gro. Bourinor,
Ottuwa, March 14, 1900.



