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MÂJo.-I tbink you may profltably invest

three shillings and nineponce in precuring from
our mutual friond Macloar, a copy of James
Grant's new historical romance, IlJane Scaton,
or t/te K'i7tg' Idvocatc."

LÂaIR.-Just tbe vera' wark I was gauin te
precognosce ye anent, but my momory is turning
as ieaky as a water-stoup wi a bole in its bottein.
Is it indeed the grand production that tite nows-
paper tribe describe it to be ? If we may believo
thae gentry it's littie, if onytliing, inferior to te
Waverly Noveis.

MJOR.-Ne, ne, my worthy producer cf bread
atuti's, tîtat is carrying te jolie a fraction everly
fart There is a long and dreary distance between
te bantling- of Mr. Grant, and the very poorest

production of the immortai Wizzard of the North.
John Gait, and at least liaif a score of others fell
te occupy the middle grountd wbich. I bave pointed
out.

L,&iaD.-Doil's in the man! I wondor that ye
uhouid, bc sac roady in advising me te bîri my
bawbeos upon an afiair, for wbich sac littie can
be said. JusL wvhen I supposed I was about te
become the owner o' a swan, Io, and beood it
dwindlcd dooti and degenerates into a common,
every day goose! I may addrcss the IlKing's
.Ad.,ocate I in tbe words of the aubd sang:

"1 titoclit yc werc soute gentleman,
At leat tie Laird o' lirodie,

Blut foti fa' your incal pocks
Your'e but a puir bodie !"

MIÂjox.-Laxrd 1 Laird! will you nover give
over juntpixîg rashiy at conclusions? Titoughiby-
ne mcans a first cbop romance, "lJane Seaton"
is respectbly rcmioved above twaddie. The
author bas evidontiy re.ld up te biis subjeet with
carc; and if itis production be iackin--as it
unquestionably is, iii the Ihigber attributos ef
fiction, iL monits a perusal, fromn the mass of
antiquarian cuit-chat witich it entertains. Take
tite book home with yen te Bonniebracs, and I

will masure yen iucit pleasing, and even instruc-
tive sustentation for the "'lang nighits e' witor."

]DecToat.-AL xvhat epoci is the scene laid?
MAzeut.-During the reigu of JaunesV V-and

lte stage of tite romance is abundantly replenîshcd
with the Icading personages wlîe fiourishcd in
titat stormy period of Scottish history.

DocTot-Docs Mr. Grant sport a good style ?
MAàjo.-rretty fair, but bis diaoiogue is

uomcwliat stifT. IL lachs that attribute calied by
Thespiatis toucL and go, wltich is s0 essontial for
creating the impression of reality. The incidents,
tee, frcquentiy border on the mu-io.dramnatic--
and the concluding flare-up, would take pro'

digiously witli the ailiii-gaitery audience of
Astiey's. Stili the production can claimi a large
dividond of praise, and will probably secure a
pletboric circulation. The Laird, 1 doubt noS,
will read it wvith appetîte.

LÂaiR-Oo ay! Onything is gudo eneucli for
the Laird.

MAJo.-Wili you do me the favour, Laird, te
present titis volume, witli my best respects, te
your excellent sister, Miss Girzy ?

LAinD.-Wi' a' my hcart-and mony thanks
for your considerateness. It is, îndecd, a bonnie
Iookîng buikie.

MJoR.-Ye.9, and better titan it's bonnie. The
press of Republican America bias seldomn, if ever
issued a more gracefuiiy written volume titan.
"9 lke Shady ,Side ; or, Life in a Coivitryj Par
sona.qe."

DocTOa..-I quite agroo witb you, Crabtree.
The writer, who is evidontiy a woman, andl un-
cursed, with a Ilstrong mind," handies lier pen
aftcr a singuiariy engaging féminine fashion. To
my mmnd there is something very pleasing in th*.
foliowing descriptio)n of a visit paid by a nevtly.
weddcd pastor and biis young wife ,-

"Wbien they crossed the dashing rivulet, and
drew up before a iow, brown cottage. Mary sbrunk
front aniother eall, ler frequetit alternations of
féeing, for the last six heurs, had wearied ber;
and the single remark of Edward, iii ruference te
the dweliing before theni, titat "'it cotttaitcd, the
poorest famiiy in h3s flnck," mnade lier anticipate
a scene to whiclb she feit ittadequa;te.

Yet, Mr. Vernon did net look as if hie wers
pcrforming an unpleasant duty. Twe or three
bars were lot down, anti, stepping over, tbey
were at the door. To Mary's surprise, lie led
ber into a roomn se clean and checerfitil, that she
scarco noticed, îmnîodiately, bow scantily it wau
furnished. A stintod firo was burnthg on the
broken hearth ; a bed in o11e cerner, wvithi a clean,
but oft-patchcd countorpane, a single chair nd
stool, and an old chest, formed te only furuiture,
exccpt the much-worni rocking-chair, in wbich
was the venerabie woinau ofouearly fourseore.
tetaliy biind; sbe, with bier widlowed daugliter
and grandchild, forming the famiiy. On a rougit
sheif, under tbe souti ewindow, stood a mionthly
rose and geranium, carefully nurturcd, tokens of
the tastes and habits of more prosperous days.

The a-cd inatron was alone when bier visitor&
arrivod. Site knew lier miniistcr step, and spolie
bis namne before be crossed the thresbold; sbe
knew, aise, that one was witlî 1dm of ligliter stop
than hiniscîf, and was prcpared te weicome bie
young wife; se pretcrîtaturally quickenied, upon
the ioss of one, are the romnaining flicuities.

Mary sit by bier side, antd blcd the wrinkied,
wasted band in bere, nnd listencd with a foul hcart
as this handinaid of tbe Lord spolie eof bis great
goodiless.,--of his comforts which delighted her
seul, and of that botter ]and where is ne dark.
nos;, no liglit. Neither dîd site omit to mention,

THE EDITOR'S SHANTY. 548


