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English Cabinet. 1It is to those years
then that we shall look for the causes
o( the rebellion.

Thanks to, the indefatigable efforts
of Grattan and Floocd, a bill es-
tablishing the legîsiative and juchicial
iiidependence of Ireland passeci the
Einglishi Parlianient: on April 16,
178:2. However, with that acconî-
plishiec, t[he fighlt for an amielioration
(À the state of affairs that prececled
that year onily began.

The first three years of the era of
quasi-independence were a struggle
for a reforni in the Parlianmentary
representation. T hey are nienor-
aNcl also as witniessing the break
1)etwcen Grattan and Flood, at that
timie the twvo Ieacling lights in the
I iih p'loliticalfhelci. Scarcelhaci these
twvo I)atriots attaineci the object for
%\1h1ich they strove so earnestly, when
causes that have to,, often estrangeci
mnen of einent parts wrought a
scparation that knew no reconcilia-
tium. Grattan took exception to
somne of the inior points in the
policy of Floodi; the former cleemiec
a,; sufficient a simple repeal of the
incasures that, previous to 1782,
Iiam pereci Irelanci; the latter was
satisfied with nothing short of an
"4express renunciation" of Engliand's
claii to legisiative anci judicial
SLIIreniacy, a course which Grat-
tani thoughit too humiliatinig for
thiat country ; further Grattan aci-
v o)Cated the comiplete enmafc!ipation
of Catholics, whilst Flood, bigoteci
as hie wa', was totally averse to
aiiy legisiation favorable to theni.
An open quarrel, in which each
inclulgred in the coarsest vitupera-
tion towards the other, did not
bctter their relations. Neverthe-
kCSS, Grattan upheld Flood in the
NII lie introduced into Parliament
for a more equitable representa-
tinn of the people; but even their

combined efforts were powerless
before the dogged m'ajority that
held sway in the Irish Commrrons.
Flood, despairing of success, with-
drew fromi the House, as his col-
league and rival clid sorne ten years
later. These years enclec as they
began. Out of a Parliamient corn-
posed Of 300 miernbers, not more
than 70 were returned by the peo-
pie; 5- Peers .had the power to
nominate 123 memibers, and to se-
cure the election of ten others;
whilst the reiningiiI scats vere as
corrup:tly filleci by various ineans.

The story of the later years of
this period formis perhaps one of
the darkest chapters in the history
of the world. TFhey were years of
oppression for ail classes ai creeds
of lrelanid's population.

The Protestant Irish, whose an-
cestors hiad centuries before been
planted on Irish soil by- the English
rulers, as well as the Catholie popu-
lation, who were displaced to make
room for them, were alike, not al-
ways to the sanie degree, however,
the victirns of the robbing policy
practiced by the English?* Govern-
mient. Fro±.i the tiime when the pro-
perty of the Irish was confiscated,
when it xvas consiclered treason to
be a -"papist, andc when Catholicisrn
was suffered to breathe only
44tlirotighl the connivance of the nia-
gistrates," the Irish Catholies were
considered as strangers in their own
country. They were forced to p)ay
rent for the lancds, left thein by their
fathers, and to contribute to the sup-
port of a church for which they had
the extrernest repugnance. Stili
more they labored under the dis-
abilities irnposed on thern by the
most barbarous Penal Code that
ever disgraced the statute books of
a country. The whole population be-
carne alienated frorn England.
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