
TF'IE lIERALI) OF SPELING BY SOUND.

HO\V Il' CAME ABOUT.
As the story bas ine'iîab1y becn a long

one, and abotinds with miinute detailb
.,many of 'vhich 1 hiav bcen conipeld, b>' a
,Icnse of proportion to omiît), I now% briefly
recapitulate the chief points of it, so that
the reader may thc more easily grasp
sanie of the main principis.

(i) The Celtic alfabet %vas borrod
froin the Roman; and the Anglo-Saxon
frin the Celtic, but ivith a few aditions.

(z) l'lie A. S. prontinciation agreed
%vith îlîat of the continent, and of the
Romians, in tnany important partiîculars,
>pecialy in the sounds of a1, e, t, o, Il.
Speling wvas ment tu be purely fonetic,
and wvas fairly correct. Accents wer
employd ta denote vowel-length.

(3) In 12th and i3 th centuris, some
.',oundcs alterd, but speling îî'as stil ta a
great extent foneîic, as il %vas ment tu be.
At the saine tume, Anglo-French words
%ver intraduced in ever increasing nomn-
bers, and Anglo-Saxon symbols wver
giraditaly replaiced by Frenchi ones. Thîe
language wvas, in fact, respeit by Anglo-
FPrench scribes, w~ho emnployd a xnodificd
farn of the Ronman alfabet. l'le accents
eînployd ta mark lon~g vowvels disapear,
and the vowvels a, e and o ar samectimres
dubld.

(4) 11n l4th cent. further changes %ver
întroduced, and fonetic acuracy of repre-
bentation %vas stil fonther impaird.

(5) Abolit A. 1). 1400, the sound of final
-e, alredy lost iii the North, wvas lost iii
the 1\iclland dialect also. \\hen it re-
mains (as in bonc), it no longer frnis a
distinct sylabi, bot is employd ta denote
the length of the preceding v'owel. Final
-eti comionly becaine final -e and folod
ts fortunes. Final cd and es lingerd as
idistinct sylabls. Consonants %ver dubld
.after a short vowel in many Nvords, espe-
cialy if the aid singl consonant was folod
by' e, as in 1' bitter "for " biter" ; but the
t.ule wvas caprîciusly aplied.

(6) The invention of pninting began to
petrify the farns of %%ords, andi retartled
uiseful changes. Use of final e in the rang
place as iii " ratine - for " tan," beca-ne
extremncly conion ; anid use of y for i
îvas carîd to cxces.

(7) .- fter . 1). 1500, a ne"ý systeni of sa-
calld ',etynîiologic - peling at'ose, %N hidi
"%as o111% aplied ta a portion of Ille lin-
g-uage. Irelîi W lords WCielaftî ignoirantl>
.lterd,(I ini oreler to render. tlîcir L.atin
0onii mlore obN iuis ti tlle eve. 'l'le <)lcti

and cose sondsof long 0 wet'e distin-

guisht by, riting oa (or. oe, if final) and oo;
t he open, andI close souincs of long e %ver

j eistiniguislit by riting ca andi ce. New
final combinatia- 3 ar founid, of which lis,
cs, cis, fs, gs, lus, and bt ilr tle illost
renîlarkabl.

(8) Englishi spcling, after i500, wvas
governd by two conflicting principîs, viz.:
the fonetic, %vlîich chiefly cotîcernd
p(>pular wvords (i. e. tlîe oldest atnd
cotîîonest wvords in popular tise), ande the

;so-calld " etytuiologic," which clîiefly con-
cernd lerneel words (i. e. %vords derived
froni Greck and Latin). Tlhe former
a peals ta the car, the later ta thie eye.

Neither of these principis wvas consistcntly
carid out, and the igtnorant me-idîsamenes
of the later introcioced many faIs farns.

(q: Changes in speling since I600 ar
c onîparativly trifling, clîiefly (lue ta pnint-
ers, wlio ainmd at producing complete
uniformity oif speling, %l hich "'as practicaly
acomplishit shortly before 1700. The
modlern use of i and i as vowels, and tlîat
of j and v as consonants, ar t'eal iniprove-

(ta) Tliechanges in protunciationsince

1 6oo ar gre-at, especialy in the vovel
somtnds, as is showni by Nlr. Ellis and Mr.

%~veet. l>racticaly w~e retain a Tudor
systeni of sytîbols, wvith a Victorian
p ranutîciatioti, for whiclî it is il fited.

(t t) The net resuît is, that in order ta
understancî miodertn English speling, evry
word mtst 1e exatinind separatly, anîd its
hale liistory traced. \'e must mia aIl ils
changes, bath iti foi and sonrd, before
~ive can ftily exp]ain L~ 'lie coinanest
nîisîake is tlîat of sîîpasing Latin and
Gteek % ords t ]la%- been introduced into
the language directly, in cases w'lere
lîîstory tels us tlîat thîey realy carne ta us
t bru Olci Fretnch, and shui be alowd,
e' eti an "eynologic " grounds, ta retain
tlîeir Old French Speling.

(t2) The slîortest desc ription of modern
speling ;S ta, sa)' thar, spcaking gcneraly,
it represents a X'ictorian prononciation of
c'cpopular"I words by inîans af symbols

mtîîperfectly adaptecî ta an Elizabetlîan
pratinciation :the symbols theniselvs
beitîg mnainly dtte ta Anglo-Frencli scribes
of tlîe Plantagenet period, wl'hose systeni
i vas metnt ta lc fonetic. It also aitîîs at
sulgestitîg* ta the eyc tlîe ot'igitnal fornîs af
"Jertîcl ivorcs. 1 tis thats goîvernd b>'

two colfflictitîg principîs, neithier of whlich,
even iti its own doniain, is cansistently
cat'icd out. -S SKi-.1'' iti " Principîs of Et>'-
mology.2 '


