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THE TRADER.

bad accomplished more than was requi-
sito to obiain tho highest roward. It was
necossary sor him to petition Parlinment
on thosnbject. Threo reigus had passed:
Anno bad died ; Goorge 1. aud Georgo
I1. had reigned and died; and now in
the raign of Goorge III, an Act was
passed onabling Harrison to obtain the
sum of 5,000/, immediately as part of
the reward, But tho Commissioners
differed about the tempering of tho
springa, They required a second trial of
tho timekeopor,
passed, and Harrison's son again de-
parted with the instrument on board the
¢ Tartar” for Bardoes on March 28,
1765. He returned in about four
months, during which timo the instru-
mont onabled the latitudg to be ascer-
tained within ten miles, or one-third the
required geographical distance.

Harrison memorialized tho Board
again and again. In the following Sep-
tembor thoy virtually rocognized his
claims by paying him on account 1,000,
In February, 1765, tho Board entered a
minute on their proccedings that they
wero ‘ unanimously of opinion that
the said (Harrison's) timekeeper has
kept its timo with sufficient correctness,
without losingits longitude in the voyage
from Portsmouth to Barbadoes beyond
the nearest limit required by the
Act of 12th of Queen Anne, but even
considerably within the samc.” They
would not givo Lim the necessary certifi-

cate, though thoy wero of opinion that|

bho was cntitled to be paid the fall re-
ward.

Harrison was now becoming old and
fecble. He bhad attained the age of
seventy-four. Ho had spent forty years
in working at the Chronometers. He
was losing his eyesight and counld not
afford to wait much longer.

Full little knowest thor, who hast not tned,
What hell it is in suing long to bide;

To lose good days that might be better spent ;
To waste long nights in pensive discontent ;
‘To spend ¢ ', to be put back to-morrow,

To feed on hope, to pine with fear and sorrow.
But Harrison had not lost his spirit.
On May 80, 1766, he addressed another
remonstrance to the Board, containing
much stronger language than he had up
to this time used. ‘I canoot help think-
ing,"” ho said, “but I am extremely iil.
used by gentlemen who I might bave ex-
pocted a different treatment from; for if
the Aot of the 12th of Queen Anne be
deficiont, why have Iso long besn en.
couraged under it, in order {o bring my

Two more . years |

invention to perfeotion ?  And, after the
completion, why was my son sent twice
to tho West Indies ? Had it been said
to my son, when he received the last
instruction, *Thero will, in case you
succoed, be 6 new Aot on your return,
in order to lay you undor new restrie-
tions, whioh were not thonght of in the
Aot of the 12th of Queon Anno'—I say,
had this been tho case I might have ex-
pocted some suoh treatment as 1 now
meet with.

*¢ It mugt bo owned' that my -case is
vory hard ; but I hope I ani the first,
and for my country's sake I hopo I shall
bo the last, that suffers by pinning my
faith upon an Inglish Aect of Parlia-
ment. Had I received my just roward—
for cortainly it may be so called after
forly years' élose applicaiion of the tal
ent which it has plessed God to give me
—-thon my invention would have taken
the course which all improvements in
this world do; thatis, I musi have in-
structed workmen in it8 principles and
execution,which I should have been glad
of an opportunity of doing. But how
widely this is different from what is now
proposed, viz., for me to instruct people
that I know nothing of, and such as may
know nothing of mechanics; and, if I
do not make them understand to their
satisfaction, I may then have nothing!

*Hard fate indeed to me, but still
haxrder to the world, wkich may be de-
prived of this my.invention, which must
be the case, except by open and free man-
ner in describing all the principles of it
to gentlemen and noblemen who almost
at all times have had free recourse to my
inglruments. And if any of these work-
men have beon so ingenions as to have
got wmy invention, how far you may
please to reward them for their piracy
must be left for yon to determine ; and I
must set myself down in old age, and
thank God I can be more easy in that I
have the conquest, and though I lave
no reward, than if I had come short
of the matter and by some delusion had
tho reward 1"

The Right Honorable the Earl of Eg-
mont was in the chair of the Board of
Longitude on the day when this letter
was read—Jane 18, 1765. The Com-
missioners were somewhat startled by
the tone which the inventor had taken.
Indeed, they wore rather angry. But
Mr. Harrison, who was in waiting, wus
called in,  After some rather hot speak-

ing, and after & proposal was made to

Harrison which he said he would decling
to ncoede to ‘g0 long a8 a drop of
English blood remained in his body,”
he left tho room. Matters were at length
duly arranged. Another Act of Parlia.
ment was passed, appointing tho pay.
mont of the whole reward of 820,000 to
the inventor ; one moiety upon Q&iscover-
ing tho principles of the constrnotion of
his chronometers and assigning his four
chironometers (one of which was styled o
watch) to the use-of the publio, and the
remaining moiety; on sufficient proof on
the correctness of tho chronometers.

Mr. Harrison, accordingly mado over
to the Commissionors of Longitude his
various timekeepers, and deposited in
their hands correct drawings, so that
other skilful makors might construct
gimilar chronoinetérs on the same
principles. Harrison expressed the
greatest readiness to explain his in-
ventions, and to subject them to every
required test, Indeed, there was no
difficulty in making tho chronometers,
after the oxplanations and drawings
whick Harrison had published. An
exaot copy of his last watch was made
by the ingenious Mr. Kendal, one of
Harrison's approntices. This chrono-
meter was used by Captain Cook daring
his three years' ciroumnavigation of the
globe, and was found to answer as well
as the original. This, as woll as Harri-
son's chronometer, is still to be seen at
the Royal Observatory, and both are in
good going condition.

Although Harrison did not obtain the
remaining moiety of his reward until
1767, two years aftor tho abova-mention-
ed meeting of the Board, his labors were
over, his victory was seoured, his prize
won. Notwithstanding his delicacy of
health he lived a fow years longer. He
died in 1776; at his house in' Red Lion
Square, in his eighty-third year. It may
be said of John Harrison that by the in-
vention of his chronometer be conferred
an incaloculablo benefit on science and
navigation, and'established hie olaim to
be regarded as one of the groatest bene-

factors of mankind. .
S. Sawes.

ABALONE JEWELRY.

Probably of all the  shell-fish” of
the Union, after the oysters, clams, and
the scallop, none holdsa more important
place commercially than the ear-shells,
or abalones ; and if edible properties are
not made the scale of judgment, then




