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Tho Chicage Northwestern Lumberman says .
Putsiign “to Wfipoiftiént ot~ thyprico list
moating, Goptembicr  27th, tho Jumbermen of:
this ity mot at tho oxcliaugd, on Tucsday, Oct.
10th, to further comsider the tarif quoation,
Tho busincss of tho meeting was o recsivo the
report of . commitico quutu‘ at the mecting
on Soptaniber ?hh and act un it fur or ngeinst.

Mr. Doan touk khe fiour, and, s chiairman of
the colnmittd, mado a vorbal voport, reciting
that thoupofority had adupted thio address made
by Mr. Dean ot tho provious wmeeting, advocat-
ing the romoval of duties on Canndian tumber,
and giving tho reasons therefur, Ho mid that
tho committoo had glien the address carcful
consideration; ahd Iind adopted it as a wholo,’
recommending that a copy aftar haviug beon
certafied to by the trado, be frwanded to the
tariff commnission. A minority—A. . Van
Schaick and Addison Dallard  had abjected to
tho conolusiuna of the umj-mty, uml lmd nmdo
& nnunty fopurt. M. Ll_tt_u_n, -un wu\--umvu,
moved the aduption ol ti o Gt 8 tupaist,
with n reguest that the cecretary comfy to a
capy, and forward it to tho tarill commission,

A. G. Van Schaick, in behalf of the minurity
of the committos, then obtained the flour, and
procecded to read a roport, which was as fol.
luws :—

Mag. PrrgtiDENT :—As o mombor of the com.
mitteo 1 desire to_enter tny protest to the
adopzxon of the mport now bufuro the meeting,
and, if id ordéf, I Wwill ontidavdr tu Tiresent
good pnd, aufﬁden. mon& in support of my
posifign,

My first and pnncxp:\l objection arises fmm
the fact that the comumtteo does not includo
roprosentatives from all tho Lranches ‘of the
lumber trado uf this port, while to arrivo at
corroct conclusions in any-mattor uf unportanco
and mutuay 1nterest, all should bo faisly repro-
sonted. But threo of the cevon departments of
the fumbur pusiess wao sucludud, and four of
the committee are dealers, who numoncally
control the vote of tho meeting. '

The committco was called together by its
chairman, and at its first snceting, in tho ab.
sonce of My, Andersun and Mg, l\lnmn, sol-
emuly proceoded to read from tho culumas of
the Northwestern Limberman.tho appeal to the
tanff commissivn, \vlndudw}. eseiited to-day
asthorr report, althuupli-the samo-pajet was
read to o meeting held in this room August 27,
and by that meeting ondered roferred to & com-
mittes, The majority of the cuniuttes pro-
sent adopted it as their repurt to this meeting,
without addition or alteration, and with a full
Kmnowledgo that it was tho ideas of unc member
of tho Chicago lumber trade.

While I have a high regard fur the ability of
tho author of tho ropurt—and his judgmont
snd expenenco ay oaceed that of the mx other
membors vt tho cutbantteo culbicd—1 am
compelled to question tho currectness of samo of
his arguments and conclusions,

1 submit, therefore, that a .roport which ad.
vadces tho 410Ws: of but unv mewver of the
Chxcago-lumber trado wall wul by aure o won-
vineo that- pomqn of thia mgoting whose bus:-
nessit 'Lss.\:]q, and unless fully three-fuurth ot
this meoting concur in adopting tho report after
additg soma important amendments, it will ho
greatly o tho intooest of all present that no
action -bo taken, but that 1t be laid upon the
gable. Wit thess preluninacy remacks, L wall
proceed to roview tho repurt of the majunty of
the sommittoe.

From a caroful study of the paper I gain sumio
voluablo informativn, and wiimend it to the
attention of Jumbornmen gencially, I also
notice appargnt contradictivns, and an inteu-
t1on of cvacenlivy suine smpurtant facts that
bear diroctly un the statomonts made, and the

supression of cullateral facts that cunld weakon
tho authur's-thoury. “Whie auder the surcon of
an apparent interest an tho u vection of supply
ing tho west with cheap building material, tho
authur takes wdsiun to wipo iwsuivs that will
injuro his rivals in tho local Junt .+ business,
without showing that any Uenofit will accruo to
eny but Canadian timber ownors, I'rom the
first parngraph of tho report 1 quote the fol.
Yowing :—

Vo beliovg most carncstly that the timo has

and good of the poople of the United States to
romoso tho present import tax upon lumber,
which -1qAy cotfvanisnily-Uo Lfought to—themr
from the Dominion of Canad&.- In siipport of
this argumont wo would ssy thst the wonderful
growth of tho United States, and ospecially the
dovolopmont of that partion lying west of the
lakes, b 4 boen duo tu the toadincke with which
cheap dwellings, barns, fonces and granerios
wore obtatnablo through the plentilulnces 6f:a
choap building material, such as {a found In tho
whito pino lumber supply.’

Tho committeco and every ono pmont aro,
nwaro that tho cheap building material that has
been such a important f:ctor in supplying tho
.chedp homes,liarne, fgneed ad aries in tite"
Wodt, was almost wholly iuhpliod frof millstn
thoe United States. Thoy also know that during
25 yours past less Canadian Jumber has passed
tho Straits of Mackinaw, tound o ports of
Lake Michigan, than the single port of Alpena
haa cunsignod wostward during six years past,
and t.. this timo the lumbermen of the Unlted
States have {ully mot tho demand fur cheap
lumber, and madethe Weat the cheapeat lumber
market in the wholo world.

I Leliovo that overy manufacturer prosent
will endorso tho sentimoent of tho committos
that choap lumber should bo supplizd to con.
tinuo tho vast improvemonts yot required to
dovelop thoterritory wost of tho Iakes, but thoy
arc amazed at tho rocommendation of tho com

country, which the report states cannot supply
and land lumbor at western ports as choaply as
similaz Jumbor c2n be supplied by American
mill owners,

T again quoto from the report :

Tho capital investod of necesrity in pursuit of
this industry is greater in Canada, in proportion
to tho extent of work performod, from thé no.
cassity to acquire the Iargo land iimits, which
alono can be obtained from the Canadian Gov-
wmont , the American Goverment selling as low
a3 40 acros at a cost of not over $100, while
nothing leas than o township is di»; wed of by
tho Canadian Government, The number of
men omployed is not lest, por thousand feot
produced, 1n one cvuntry than in the other, and
the capital employod 1n saw-mills will bear tho
samo comparison. It would be folly to nssert
that greater .ntelligenco onables the Canadian

tho saw mill than docs the American, while itis
a fact that by improved methods and machin.
ery, moro generally adopted in this couatry
than 1n Canada, the- cost of producidylumber
in Canada is greater than in tho United States,
In the matter of transportstion the Canadian
again labors under a disadvantage in bewng, in
the main, and especially in the western portion
of tho province, whenco must come & majonty
ot the timber, at a long distance frum markets,

or rm1l transportation at bis pleasure, and with
but short liaes and a low freight rate, The dis.
adrantages under which the Canadian operator
laburs we assert.to be.. -murg than | £° equna.!ont
advantagest bo imay, possoss, éh it'may-with
nmifivencss bo nssurned that adian lumber
laid down upun-tho docks of- Q}nqsgo. or any
other large distritting centre,.will sbave cost
the Canadian as much, if not moro, than the
samo quality of stock bas cost tho .Amoﬁcah
manufacturer at the samo point.

We assert that this timber has cost, and doea
cust, thuso who control it for utilizationalarger
sum per thousand than was obtained by tho
Uuted Statve Government from thoso to whom
the timbor lands of this country were disposed ;
that tho cost of manufacture in Canada is not
bolow the cost to the American manufacturer ;
and that the averago cost of transportation of a
majunty of that portion of the present Cana-
dian pino which would naturally reach tho Unit
od States market, is considerably in oxcess of
tho cost of placing tho native product in tho
hands of tho consumer,

An increasod Jdewand fromn the markets of the
Unitod States for Canadian lumber, and thein.
creazed cost to produce it, on sccount of dimin-
1shing supply and less accessiblo timber, will
naturally advanco pricos, and it becomes o
nystory to me how choap homes, barns,ote.,can
bo constructod to advantage from this timber,

come when it would ke greatly to tho interdst

that cannot bo landed at westorn ports in com:

mitteo that it should boe imported froma foreign |

laburer to proform a greater amount of work in{ gnd

whereas the Amencan operatar.can utilize Jaks |

potition with American lumber at twico tho coet
of tho standing pine. It is Lmlieved by many
Amoricans that an inported articlo has merit
that warmants axtra coat and more trouble in
socuring it, and wine, fino clothing, Jewelry and
many kinds of morchandise, aro imported to
gratify luxurious tastes and add €o the happi.
noss of tho consumer, at tho oxponse «f his
pocket. I fail tosoo why lumbor shuuld be add.
od to tho list, and must, therofore, dissent from
tho report,

The next, and to me .moat important stalo-
mont coutained in tho report, alludos to tho
cost and value of standing pino timber. In
mentioning the timbor of the United States
now ownod by all classes of citizons, it is stated
as having beon donated to its prosont ownors by
the govormment, or having boen purchasod at
$1.25 per acro, and I again quoto frum tho
foport ¢

* In support of tho first proposition, wo assert
that the libei1al policy of the American Govern-
ment_has pormitiod the limbe:r lands of thia
country to bo purchasod in foosimpla at from
$1.25 to $3.60 por acro. These lands aro estim
ated in gonoral to y . old 5,000 foet of timber per
dere, whilo a large preportion of then have and
wlh yield from 10,000 t4 15,000 feet per acye.
Thu standing timbor, there{oro, has besn sold by
the .governinent at an av probably leas
tfhan 25 conts per thousand foot, including the
ownership of tho land, which in-many cascs
dells at from 85 to 810 por acrs. aftor boing do.
nudod of its timber, such land being found in
mang parts of Michigan, Wisconsin and Min-
g
4

lesota, to bo unsurpassod in valuo for agricul-
bural purposes.

The American Government has virtually pro-
donted'to the lumbermoen of this country each
soction of -pine land, togother with tho timber
gn tho same, of a valusof $14,400, for the mero
nominal sum of 81,600, or, as hoe can readily re.
alizo that sum for the stripped lands, has made
bim a gift of tho timber fur kis labor in cloanng
t.”

It will bo observed that.throughout tho ro.
port of the committco the valuo of American
pino is stated a* the price curront 15 to 20 years
ago, allowing nothing for - taxes or for interest

n €apital, or any loss by fire, windfall or flood,

hila the value of Canadian pine is given at its

urrent price In the bande of presont owners,
is always placed at its highesat known value,
and an outside estimate to cover its manufactore
a:n’d transportation. Every mombor of the com.
mitteo know that the presont value of timbeor in
both countries weuld-be considered by the tariff
commission if taken into account by them, and
they would accept the statement in this report
that the value of pine stumpaga in the Wast is

ot far from $4.50 per thoueand, =8 stated in
tle report of the committee. Xach member

50 knew when a1e voted to present this report,
which speaks of donations, otc., that of the
whole -amount of lumber that will sock the
markets of the West in 1882, but a small pro.
portion was cut from lands purchased direct
from the Umted States by tho manufacturer.
‘I regret that ths spifit of nnfairness ia shown

believe the report should be amended tv currect
omiesions and add facts. I rogard thereport as
a spocial plea in the interests of Canadian lum.
‘bermon, and if the lumber of Canada cannot be
is0ld in tho markots of the West at Jowar prices
than American lumbor, why should the peoplo
of tho Wost consume a commodity produced in
a foreign country, with forcign labor, provisions
and capital, in mills built with foreign machin.
ery with money drawn from the consumers of
tho United States, who are having all the bene-
fits caumerated above, and buying cheaper lum-
ber manufactured by Amoricans?

Such o roport should not bo adopted, and it
cannot roccive any {avor from tho tanff com-
missiun or fruns Cungress.  In their projasition
to azk tho removal 5f the present duty on Cana-
dian lumber, tho committco ask no rociprocal
‘action by the Canadian legislaturo, or an act tu
ropeal tho prosent larger tax lovied on lumber
shipped from Wisconsin and Minnesota into tha
British poseessions, which is o tax of 20 per
cant, on undressed lumber and 25 por ceat. on
dressed and manufactured lumber, bared on the
actual cost of the lumber, and nearly double the

present import duty of tho United States on

‘10 tho statements contauned mn tho roport, sad.

Canadian fumbr, A proposition to ask that tho
duty on merchandiso and matérial used in tho
manufactury of Jumber by Americans, in caso
fumber was placed on tho freo liat, was not con-
siderod by tho committce, whoso apparent do.
aire gvas {o placo tho wholo burdea upon the
manufacturors,

T havo faith in tho good yudgmont of Chicago
lumbormen who aro prescnt, and boliove thoy
will not indorso dny report which assails tho
busindsas of ono class of lumbotmon and showa
no advantago to any clasa of citizens. T ehall
110t boliove that in Chlcago, thé only port in the
Wast that containe a majort®~ of limbormon
without mills and pinolands, that an offort will
bo mado to injure tho businces of lumber man.
ufacturers without stating a single benofit that
will accrio to lumbor dealers or consumors.

To this timo I have prucceded on the assump.
tion that tho position taken by tho committeo
wad by thom sappordd to bo truo—~that Can.
adian lumbor will actuslly cost tnuro, delivored
L tho purts of the United Statos, than Amon-
can lumber, but what evidenco ha.o thoy
prosonted that their statoments aro corroct?
In tho matter of Inbor I cannot concede that the
report is corroct, and whon horses aro brought
to this city overy wook “rom Cauada, and 25 per
cont. duty pald on them, I know thoy are
cheaper in Cunada, and X challongo any mom-
berof tho committee to state, of his own know-
Iodgo, the pricés of lumbor supplics in Canadn.
The roport was adopted, with little or no
knowlodgo of thd statemonts it contains, and
no candid man present will cast his vuto for the
adoptlon of tho veport unless he can assert that
ho knows its atatomonts are correct. :

Iron costs much moro in the States than in
Canads, and it entors largely into tho product.
ion of lumber, Matchas, sugar and many
similar articles cost moro, and whoover by his
vote indorses the roport, certifies to that of
which ho really has no personal knowledge, and
which the cummittes havo assumed to bo facts
without having wstod tho Canadian markot to
verify,

_ Passing to that portigh of tho roport which
guggoests that, as the aupply. of American pineis
rapidly dccrmnb, and will soon bo exhausted,
and tho consumers of ‘the United States should
draw upon the supply of Cannda to eke out the
remainder of American timber, I submit that if
tho amount of timber is correctly understood,

and tho supply limitod, thero is no good reason,
whun the stock of both nations can be drawn
t‘rom at will, why that portion from the great
incroase of population and oxtension of railway
lfnos across the country, that cause numerous
forost fires, should be allowed to remain, while
t}xe portion situated in an isolated und sparsely
spttled country, whoso changos are alow and do
not'involve risk of firs and destruction, should
be placed first upon the markets of thacountry,
espocially when it is claimed that it must be
dpne at a groater cost—which, however, I do
not believe. Besidos, Canadian timber is, to
somo extent, carried by the government at a
mich smaller cvel for taies and intorest than
Amencan pine timber, and if either is to bo cut
early 1t should be that which 1s most hikely to
suffer Joss, which will prevent its being made
usoful in developing the country which re-
quires more than can be supplied.

If the members of the committes who rocom.
mend its adoption, have judorsod the sentiments
it contains, were philanthropists, they would
adviso the uso of iron, slato, brick and tile, and
matcrial that is used in the older countries of
tho world, to provent the uss of two much lum-
ber Theso articlos can bo produced in their
owa country, and theroby add greatly to its
prosperity and wealth, and at tho same time
employ ita population to advantage. Or thoy
should assist in removing one-third of the pro
sont supply, and by that moans add to the
salue of the rumainder, and as the valuo in-
creased, the irop, brick and stono would bo sub-
stituted for lumber, and in this &implo maunner
the luinber supply would bo presorved a far .
greater length of time. If thoy desire to per
petunto the supply of timbar for any reason,
they should also also assist Canada in holding o
msono, asnd not opon & door that will lead to
its rapid destruction. I do not régard ths com.
mitteo as philanthropists, and when I know
thoy have ondarsed and presont to this meeting




