THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN.

SUGGESTIONE FROM MAINX,

It was givon out fifteen or twonty years ago
that the lumbor producing capacity of the stato
of Maine was nearl exhausted, and the time
was tised, by those learned in forest lore, whon
the 1a.t wmill would be shut down, the vocupa
tion of the \aluo lumberman would be gune,
aud tho prestigo of that political divisiun of the
rpablio known as tho Pine Tree State would
linger over it only as & nomory. In truth a
part of this propliecy has come to pass, fur a
largo proportion of the piue of Maino has boon
exhaustod, and spruce is now the great depen
duneo of the manufacturers. Yot a good daal of
pino is atill cut in that state, and the supply is
likely to bo prolouged by a systems of econviny
that is tho yonius of castern industry, and is but
hittlo approcistod or practised in the West.
This coonomy is babitual in all fumbering
oj:erations in Meiue, and pertains to the cutting
of spruce, homlock, and other timbors, as woll as
uf vino.  Its peculiarity is that the largest
timber is cut first, whilo tho smaller 1s lett, aud
carotully proserved to grow for a future supply.
1u this way tho timnber lands of Maine have beun
Topoutedly cut over, w « largo oxtunt, at least.
Yet a stranger passiug thoough thess samo
torests would scarcely rocognize the fact that
thoy hud supplicd the casturn citivs for years
with ullions of fet of lunber, for the growth
of trevs stull thickly covers the luud, 1t s only
by obacrving the stumps that are hero and there
scattored amidst the standing timber that one
would begin to realize that theso silent aud
sumbre woods once echood with the ringing
gound of tho axe, tho crash of falling trees, and
the sbouts of leud-vviced teamsters, So well
havo the economy of man aund the forces of
naturo done their work, that the forusts of
Maine still inaintain their primeval appearance,
/uu promise to supply the sturdy woodsmau
with ewployment tor an indetimts period to
come. As uleading land owner recently put it
t the writer, with & latitude of faith, ** With
the present systemn continuously practised, the
titaber supply in Maine will last to all oter-
mty."”

‘Lhe advantages derived from this systew of
forest preservation are worthy of cunsiderativn
in localities where a more careless mothod is
pursued, Oneadvantago is that timber becomos
% vourco of ropeated rovenue, as crop after crop
is takon from it, First the larger growth of
yino is assorted out ; then the larger growth of
spruce, porhaps ; then the henduck can bo cut,
1u a tew years this process can bo rupeated, the
growth of the timber constantly cicating a
supply of larger trees. ‘Lhis develupuent of
supply is peculiarly conserved and stitaulated
by atself, ln other words, nous ot the land
being wholly denuded of furest, the humidity
and wealth of the sl is preserved, und fires dv
Tt sweep over the country, as in Michigau aud
Wisconun, destroyiug the timbor, root, trunk
aud branch, 1t is indeed stated that a dovas.
tating fire is impossible in the state of Maiue,
and cortain it iy that we have no kuuwledgo of
such wide-sweeping contlagrations as have de-
voured the forest wealth ot Canada, Michigan
and Wisconsin,  Here is a practical oxawple of
that hind of forest proservation that tho ad-
vocates of forestry laws would seo gencrally
ado]ted aud euforced.

lu Maine the individuals lirectly assuciated
with the lwober and tiwber interests aro group-
cd in threo (lasses :—'Lhe owners of the lands;
the operators, or thoso who got out and scll the
logs, und the wanutacturers.  Of course these
claseus ften intermuingle their intereste.  The
lunl uwners, huwover, furw the wmust distinct
clasy, awd are the autocrats of the situation, as
the landlords usually are.  ‘Lhoy are mea of
cupital, and are a long-headed community.
Llicy aro the jassessurs of the fuundatiun of the
1utuber usterest, aud aro content to bide thewr
time.  Lhey value their lands for the timber
thyy wiil prudice, and wtend to make the wust
of .t, as the system which they pursue, already
indicated, abundaatly shows, They found out,
years since, that the farmer does not seek a
ovtbdlactit un their timbur tract, Lut profers,
mstead, o cinigrato to the West,  The soil,
thugli rich, is uvt abundant, a large purtiva of
the surfaco being vccupiod by rocks. It s
thouplit tw, aud probably with truth, that the
prohibition logislation of Aaine has acted as »

doterrent to many foreign emigrants who would
otherwiso sottle in the stato, Certain it is that
tho hardys Scaudinavians or Germans could
mako themselves comfortablo hoinea in the Pine
Treo State as quickly as anywhero clee, and
sccuro tho benefits of nearneta to prufitable
inarkets, as well as greater nearness tu *ho
Fatberland, A hoavy, land owner of Bangor,
whu was lumscll a temporance man, and not
opposed to antiliquor legielation, aduntted to
the writer that ho had no doubt but that the
** Maino law  had provented many furoignors
from settling 1n that state, Ho oven aaid that,
under the urcuinstances, he nover expectod to
sco tho furest lands of Maine cleared and eottled,
fur this prejudice agninst the summptuary law of
the statoe had gut abruad, and 1t would be nearly
impossible to destruy it ; and the ruggod lands
of Maine must be sottled by foreignors if at all.
No doubt this fact of the unmarketableness of
tho ild lands of Maine has prompted the
owners of it to make tho most possibls of its
timbeor resources.

The genoral practico 1s for the owners of the
land to scll permits to the operaturs to lumber
on their property. It is usually owned by town-
ships, and tho boundary lines of theso local
divisions nark the disposal of hmts. The
choice of townships, both as to ownership and
tho granting of pormts, 1a of course determined
by their nearncas to streams or lakes auitablo
for getting logs to the]mills, The Mawme lum-
barman is quite particular about this, and looks
with disfavor upon lands that a Michigan or
Wisconsin operator would think quite accessiblo
—by mcauns of a loggung railroad if by no other.
Some of the remoter sectious in tha northern
part of Mamno are regarded as of lttle value
by both owners and operators, and they do not
even make an offort to stretch their imagina.
tions to the time when the demand for lumber
and tho building of railroads will make thoeee
far away districts available. It would seom
that here the ** Downeaster " s less sagacivua
than his Western comnpeer ; for the latter is al.
ready ranging the mountains of Montana for
timber prosnects, or hunting pino half way from
Lake Superior to tudson Bay.

1o sclhing permits to operators to cut timber
it would seor at first blush as if they conferred
upon the purchaser an unlimited privilegetocut
and slash according to his own free will, to the
niost reckless destruction of timber, a result di-
rectly opposed to the preserving policy that has
been herctoturo indicated. But here profit
steps 1 as a cunservative element.  The opera-
tors, in order to rcalize as much as posslble on
an uperativ, wmust cut all the largest timber,
discarding the smaller growth., ‘Though the
pennit grants them the privilego of cutting as
much as thoy wish within certain specified
boundaries, it does not require them to cut
wore than they desiro; i fact, there s no
amount stipulated. Economy, then, dictates
that the operation shall be a profitable one, and
tv sucuru this resuit the larger trees unly aro
seiccted, while the smaller ones arv left to grow.
This system causes a constant competition to
securv elyiblo lucativus fur logging, and deters
ten frum guing back it the remoter distnicts,
a8 they would bo moro apt t do than if the
operators owned the land.  Spruce stumpage
near streas, or whero two logging streams
Juin, sclls at $1 aud 84.50 per thuusand, while
that which 18 tarther away fruwm the water will
bring but $2.50, moro or less.

The mill men of Maine have got into the
babit of cumpeting with cach other so sharply
1 the purchase ot their lug stock that thoy have
narrowed tho margins of their business down to
a ucre thread of selvago, and this mawly do
pends on tho ups and Jdowns of freighit rates,
Thia hmted marg is said to be a folly on the
part ot the manutacturers ; fur 1f they would
combine tugother for a regulation of prices thoy
could secure them as well asnot.  Probably the
wul wen themselves would tels » datferont story.
It 1s sud that often, late in tho season, when
freight 1ates becomno so lugh ns to sweep away
all their manans, the manufacturers let their
cargous go W soa withuut wusurauce, alloging as
an oxcuse that the margins were all gono any-
way, and f tho lumber goes to the buttum, or
up in amoke, they will have saved their insur-
auce snunoy 3o either ovent , a uot very cunsola

tory roflection, in fact, after the cost of produc.

tion has boon eunihilated, waich might have
been saved by insurance.

Tho hemlock of Maine is ono of tho principal
sourcos of timber wealth in that state.  There
is a bolt of this kind of timber, forty miles in
width, and running entiroly across the state,
from Now Brunswick to New Hampshire. Tho
principal profit from homlock is derived from
tho bark, which is wurth at tho tannerios 6.50
acord, Tholheaviost of thoso Iatter are situat.
od along the European & North American rail-
way, which, 1n the eastorn part of tho state,
traversos tho hemnlock belt,  Thoy aro located
with cspocial roforenco to tho bark supply, and
will oxist as lung, and no lungor, as that supply
lasts. Since the bLuilding of the European &
North Awencan Railway, and the rising of the
tanmug industry along the line, there has been
a great acramblo for hemlock lands, tho loather
companics securing all that was possible. At
first it was thought that hemiock was only
valuable for its bark, butltho constantly in-
creasing consumption of lumber has given valuo
to hemlock timur, also, though it is not enor-
mous. For ecvoral yoar. after the bark indus.
try arore, the stumpago of hemlock sold for
81.23, tho bark being worth $1, while twenty-
five cents waa skimped out of thelog. Latterly
that figuro has been considerably raised, and the
prospoct 18 that the vaue of hemlock will con-
tinue to increase.

Of lato yoars a spoecial feature of tho lumber
industry has sprung up in Maine, which con-
sists of sawing second growth timber into box
boards. This manufacture is mostly carried on
in tho winter scason,'by small mills, when tho
large ones aro shut down. The demand for
box boards 18 very bnsk from the manufacturing
towns in Massachusetts, Rhode Island and
Connccticut, and the narrow stuff which is
sawed out of small, second growth timler, s
sufficiont for the purpose, and at the same time
can bo affordod at a reasonablo figure. This
special demand has, stimulated & spsocial effort
to supply it, aud the sawing of box boards has
becomo quite distinet from the general lumber
manufacture, The logs are sawed up without
being squared ur alabbed, and the lumber brings
in Boston from $14 t0$16 per thousand. —North-
western Lumberman,

A LUNBERMAN'S LIFE,

The Philadelphia Times says :—The post of
danger 1n the duties of a lumberman is on the
jams, and thore the most skilful men are scnt.
Pitfalls will open in the midst of a solid maas of
timber, and then closo in 8 moment, after hav.
ing dragged a man down beyond al! help ; a log
will movo a few inches slowly and unnoticed,
and then with a movement like an arrow strike
a man, crushing the hfeout of him in an instant.
On overy side dangers are lurking, and he is
furtunate that passes a spring wathout injury.
Thero is something attractive in the looks of a
log jam, and if tho fascination that danger has
wero taken frum it, still he would rather work
there than un the shore.  The long, narrow sea
of white timber, cracking and writhing with the
current, the water rvaring and fuaruing as it
escapes from its prison under the logs, and the
Iugs themselves moulded into fantastic shapes
by the terriblo pressure behind them, all have
an attraction for mnen who are impressed by
strength ur gnctu.esyucness,

Flouds are made by lango floating dams, aud
will raise tho water soveral feet, lifting the jam
up into tho air asif it were 3 toy boat. If a
specially large floud is noeeded, two and some-
times three are used at a time, the fluud gates of
the luwer dam being openod just as the water
frum the dami above reaches it.  In this way an
Lmense ‘' splash © is obtainad that_unly the
most refractory jams can successfully combat.

Thero are few grander sights tu bu seen any.
where than the moving of a large log jam. The
grand strength with which thoy move,
tearing vut the largest troes and forcing overy-
thing before them, and the sierce motion of the
logs, like the crazy shuttles of some giant
wnaching, and the perfection of forco coinpel en.
thusiasm fruin the must phlegmatic spectator.
Tho wild hurrahs of tho men or tho logs add to
tho excitemont, and tho obscrver 18 quitesurcto
find himself ruuning along by the side of the
mouving mass cheering as if he had wun a battle,
The meu who are at work scarcely realize the

danger, thoy aro so carried away by tho excite.
ment, and thoy may be seen jumping from ono
log to another and cheering as though perfectly
safe on solid ground, instoad of a dangerous sea
of moving logs that are cuntinually rising and
falling and dodging this way and that, dniven
by the flood of water furnishod by tho fluating
dams, The skill shown by exporienced fluators
in riding logs is wonderful, and it scoms 1m.
possible for hua.at: dexterity to reach such per.
foction, A jam will sometimos forin whero pro.
cipitous rocks mako it imporsiblo for the men
to escapo on cither side, and thoy must nide the
lugs fur several ruds.  In such places the water
is always swift, somotimos forming rapids, and
watching the logs tumbling, jumping and rolli ;g
alung with 9 deafoning ruar, une wounders huw
men can live among them for an instant.  Be.
hind the jam breakers come tho sackors with
their teams, drawing the logs that jams have
forced far out on the banks and rolling in thoso
on the shore, ‘' Bringingsup the rear,” is tho
technical term given this work by tho lumber
mer. and it is no moro deairablo than occupying
the samo position in the army. It is terribly
cold work too, wading in tho snow wates, ico
freezing on the lovers and on the clothing
wherover expossd fto the air, and makes the
spectators shiver to watch thonm. But the
hardy lumbermen do not mind it. They expect
it, and their strength is equal to the demand.

At mealtime they all come with prodigious
appetites for their rations, thet are as hot as
can be caten. Hot biscuits, potatovs, eggs,
meat, tea, coffee and everything else, solid and
liquid, are smoking like the stoam from a loco.
motive, while generous draughts from the cup
that inebriates add their fuel to the general fire,
No cold victuals are current in log-floating time,
alithe chill required is found in the ice water,
and something has to Lo taken to countoract its
influences,

The nights are spent in camps, where the
roaring fires burn all night, partislly to dry the
wet clothes that must be put on in the morning.
Coming into the roon whore the clothes are
hung, a great cloud of steam is seen that rises
to .the ceiling, where it condenses, and either
falls down in drops or evaporates on the warm
boards, and the clothes are all smoking as if en.
gaged in acontest. When the river is reached
the iife changes. There aro fow jams to break,
less wading, and more riding in boats, and all
the work is easier and less dangerous. If the
logs atop on a rock that is out in the middle of a
river, & boatman carries some men there who
may roll them off and got 1nto the boat again
without danger and without gotting wt. Thero
are logs along the shore to be rolled in, but the
water is not asswift as in the runs, and in the
deep water a man can stand with comparative
safety. Everything is easicr, and tho day the
river is reached is almost a holiday among the
lumbermen.

Talk About Timber.

The Kingston Whig says a gentleman, whose
knowledgo of the timber trade is well known,
stated that the timber trade this year had been
better than it had been for some years. Hedid
not think that unchartered vesselslost anything,
a8 they socured fully as high rates as those that
had been engaged last winter. The freights
paud fairly well, but nuthing more than vessels
vught to earn ; in fact if the profits wero less no
person could afford to bLuild vesscls or keep
them in repair., This winter, ho thought, it
would be difficult to obtain charters, as the
ownoers of timber were likely to hold off until
the spring. This was owing to the fact that
last summoer rates fell to lower figures than thuso
for which vessels had been chartered, He
thought this holding oft would bea wrong policy,
as whon thoro wasa demnand for vessels the cap-
tains would be more indopendent. There will
really bo a larger amount of timber for moving
noxt year than this, The me.hod uf chartenug
will be the very opposito to that which was
adoptod last winter. If thero bo good rates
for grain, vessels will prefer to carry it. Grain
froights this year were, howover, far below the
avorage, and not nearly so good a8 the yoar
before, A 6c. freight from Toledo and a roturn
cargo of iron ore to Ashtabula or Cleveland
would be better than a $70 freight s+ timber
from the same port,




