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the interior as overrun by mutineers and -
«“The Nugpore Miscion which -

plunderers,
is the next to Bamcoorali, has been com-
pletely destroyed.  “The misdonazies, twehve
in number, have been obliged to come down
to Culentta, having lost afl their property, and
many of the native christians at that stativn
have been killed,  Bancoorah is in a state of
great confusion aud nlarm.”

By persovs the most competent to give an
opinion, Mr. Stevenson was assured, that two
or more years must elapee before he could re-
establish hismiszion in the interior of the Ben-
gal Presideney ; and he felt unwilling to pass
#o loug a time in Calcutta, at the expense of
the Cunadian Church., He submitted hic diffi-
enlty to Dr, Duff, und to My, Lacroix, theold-
est missionary in Caleutta, and also took the
opinion of Dr, Cheek, of Bancooral, who has
spent ferty years in India. The advice he
received was to return to Scotland, and this
advice hie has followed, hiaving taken pacage
to Liverpool in a ship to il from Caleutta on
the 10th September: He writes as one deeply
grieved in spirit at the sudden close of his mis-
sion, und the didappoiutment it must oceasion
in Canada. Dr, Duft bas kindly written also
on this subject, and his letter is given below,

One or two thonzhts we Leg to present to
the friends of our Foreign Mission.

There i3 much ground for thankfulness that
one missionary was sent out, since the work
was so soon to be violently stopped; that the
missionary sent out did not repair to Lucknow
(as at one time proposed,)where he would have
suffered great hardships in the siege of Nenn
Sahib; that he has escaped with life, and with
a part, at least of his moveable property ; and
that the Churchis notinvolved in any debt by
what has occurred —the missionary fund in
hand having covered all expenses.

There i3 no reason to renounce the idea of a
Forcign Mission, though there is reason to re-
emsider the loeality where it should be planted,
and the plan on which it may best be condue-
ted. TheSynod is pledged to a Forcign as
well as a Domestic Mission, and the pledge is
approved and supported by our most intelli
gent and zealous people. But, while thisre-
solve should not be lightly changed, it is a very
proper subject of inquiry—whether the stroke
of Providence which has buifled our plani in
regard to India, should not teach ua to choose
our missionary ground in some country nearer
to our own shores, and involving a leas expe 1-
diture of money in proportion to the labour
performed.

Itmay e added that one among many prac-
tical benefits of the contemplated union with
the United Presbyterian Synod, would be the
promotion ofa Foreign Mission with augmented
carnestness and strength. If there is a reason-
able prospect of such a union being formed
within one or ¢ven two years, it nmay be the
best coitrse to postpone till after that time, ajl
determination in vegard to future Missionary
operations on the foreign field,

Moatrcal, 12th Nov., 1857, D.F.
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i to or lal.our in, i. e, no othet braneh or centre
congeetd wath the clich that sent him

: ot and supportad hing
4 The Canadien Mission being an incipient
Tone, nud the fund still sinail, Me, ] has telt a

DR, DUFFS LETTER,
CALetTTa, 218t Amgust, 1807,

"My opear M Frashg,—

You will haye learned from the public juuy-

Cmals to what an extent rebellion s been rag-
|ine inthis distracted lnnd, The mighiy wave
has been slowiv but surely rolling down upen
Bengal, und hna now reachud it along its
whole frontier,  And every station in Bengul
itself that is unprotected Ly British saldicrs—
every station, especinlly where thereiva treas

seruple of conscience, (in which he ust Le
honored,) us to austing it, winle sitting still
“here, may be w year or two, deimg vothing but
Cattempling to muster the vertuctiar; winle by
; veturning home, the money might ve hus.
s handed, und allowed to acctunulate, until the

Churell way in & condition to plant a ore
i vigorous mission,  Alrendy hus one of the

wey, ant o society uf Narupeans—has hecome - g popionn Misionaries, trom Allahabad, ncted

more or lew insecure, Some of these have Don this principle.  Rather than remain & yesr
Lecome nlready deserted.  Bancoorahlins beest | o0 (wo idle here, until the Northowest ‘was

0o threatenad thut all ladies had to leaveit| pertled, he deemed it Lest 1o return for & sens
long ago; and latterly eome of the gentlemen, | (o, 14 his native land, and othery similarly

while the others wers holding themsclves in
readiness ta “ Lolt,"” us the phrase goes, ata
moment’s notice,
to leave some time age since, uyart from pet-
sonal insceurity, evanzelizing

the natives had obviously become impracti-
cable

1n these circumstances, it has become a decp-
Iy ominous question to Mr, Stevenson, what
was the path of duty ?

Mr. 8, being a prayerful, conscientious man,
with his heart mueh enzuged in the work, he
has been consulting christinn fricnds an the
subject; and he will doubtless write to vou
very fully himself respecting it. 1 shall there.
fore, very bricfly, only, indicate a few things,

1. We understood that the Canadian Church
wished to plant a mission of its own—amall it
might be, but strony enough tostand out on its
own basia  For this end, tien or tAree Inbourers
at least, from home, would be nceeseary. It
was in snch a prospect ns this that my friend

commend Bancoorah, which was wholly unpro-
vided for, and allowed umple scull)c for such a
mission.  Me. S, hus now Joarnt that there is
no immediate hope of his be ng juined by one
ur two fellow-lahourers from home,
cumstance, even if he had not been obliged to
leave Bancoorah, would have been discourag.
ing, Still, had this deplorable rebellion not
arisen so unexpectedly, he would have been
contented to ]n‘)our onin hope.

2, But,by the overrulings of Providence,Mr.S.
has ot been allowed to continue ut his chosen
post, the door there has, for the present, been
manifestly shut against him,  And in Bengal,
until affnirs become setiled, no other door is
open to him.  And when affuira may be eo sct.
tled as to admit of the ve-establishment of a
mission at Bancoorah, it is utterly impossible

{cnr or more, during that time Mr. & would
e 1ying Ly on kis oars—cngagedin simply en.

Leen a younger man than he is, this, probably,
is the course which all here would recommend
to hin.  But ut his advanced period of life,

joined by youngermen, it dovs notappearto tue
that this course could be advantageously
adopted.

Mr, and Mrs, Stevencon had ¢

whaurs amony

Tls cir- |

for ary one to say. All now secm to feel that
it eannot Le soon. DBut, whether it may be a !

deavoring to muaster the lauguave. Ilad he

‘circnmsmnced, scem likely to follow the ex-
wmple,
¢ 5 From these and other consideratioas,
" which it is needless for e now to enumerate,
i 1 have been led— in common with oue or two
other friends, who have given their minds to
’ study the subject—to the conclusion, thut, un.
i der & conjoint view of all the circumstances of
' the case, 1 would not advise Mr. and Mra Ste.
j veuson to remain here now It isa sorrowful
t conelusion to arrive at; and pre-emineutly sor-
"rowful the chief caute which hag led toit—
. But who cau help it? Ithas pleased God to
pour forth his judizinent, on us, asa people and
, nation.  And until his smiting arm be restrain-
* ad, ult things aredisjointed and in confusion,
6. One circumstance has weighed heavily
; with me, and | am sure it has, with Mr, Ste.
i venson, viz., the discouraging effect which his
early aud unexpected return home may
have on the Missionury spirit of the Cana.
Udian Church. I do fondly trust, however,

over the disappointinent,  Most Churches and
Societies thut huve been honored of God, to
be useful in his vineyard among the henthen,
have been variously tried with disappoint.
ments uand disasters ut the outset of their mis-
, stonary enterprices.  Examples will readily
. oceur to any one at all acquainted with the
history of modern missions,  If Mr. Stevenson
had been wrecked on his way out as some
missionaries have been; or, if after being a few
weeks or months in the field hie had been
driven fromit by deadly disense as others have
been; in thesc or any other einilar cases, 1
am suve the faith of the Canadian Church
would only be burnished all the brighter by
the manifestly providential trial; and risin

up, purer and stronger than ever, wonl

| prompt to more prager, augmented liberality,
deeper humility, and re-doubled energy and
cftort.  And now, when, by an utterly unanti.
cipated calamity, Mr. Stevenson line bLeen
i driven fron the sphere of his labour, I cannot
but conatidently hope, that the Canadian
Church  wiil perceive in this, oniy & new
{ thongh eevere trial of her faith-—that she will
. not get depressed or dispirited by the event,

Mr, Wylie and myself did not hesitate to re- ' that the faith of the Church will rise bhuoyant

and with no ummediate prospect of being : but only sce init a new cull from her Grest
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| Head, to come forth more Lounteously and
1 encrgetically than ever “to the help of the
i Lord—to the help of the Lord agsinst tho

8. Mr. S's caee is very different from that of | wighty mighty land,”

any other Missionary in this quarter, Every| DBy the unexpected stroke, the great adver.
otherisconnected with a wission that has tuken | sary may have designed to damn, crush or ex-
root more or less in the soil—having build- | tinguish the cvangelistic spirit in your church;
ings, and schools, and converts, and infant | let the Chuich then arise, and in the triumph
churches, &e., with out spreading branches and | of faith, gloriously defeat his subtle and malig-
a centre to full buck upon in Caleutta.  Mr. S. | nant policy. May it not be put into the hearts
stood isolated and alone, with no fixture in the ; of one, two, or wmore of the fine young men—
sotl, no buildings, converts or infant church, and | residents of the Toronto Tollege—whote beam-
no centre to fall back on. In theecnseof others | ing countenances are still before my mind's aye
if driven from one out-station, they might es. | —to dedicate themselves to labour in this for-
cape to another, or to the central station inthe , eign ficld where Satan has for ages held undis-
metropolis; but in Mr. &« cuse, when driven | turbed dominion? —And will not Congregs-
from his only station, where he wished to | tionsand the Church at large, Lid them * God-
plant & ucw mission, e had uone other 10 flee | speed” in their errand of wercy to the dark




