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vie tis wllel have iiînt'îedriet21 h a large puntlion of Illieyoig.lu nct
and thé hâif edgienicd. of wlîiel Strauiss la<in eh hief exlînieet. The
IArgei.t portin of tlis %work ila î'înîîlnyel in reri<iti I rnj'< relelined
ftrgiient riiis< titirarlec., sng] in thé rilipliention of liriîîcipIes alresdly

til lin si formuer plit os.ibi olum'nen, in thé one crent mîiracleocf
christ's reaurriccion-iiîis prince of Sc.ntigh îIqe'Icginis lays down
the- itnoatioti, <ted we' tilik sîîieccgtiîlly jir'vec, <hiat muirace lo une ré-
quire t,, le te.qied hiy <lie doctrine iii <rdcr <bat we flîay naecta-in wlieliîr
tilcy lire wruht Ily Cod lî y devils ; and lilas a nmiracle cao, in n
iiesilîl ciretis<aea lin wrnugltit lu nt.nution of errtir. Snobl a
thecory ia cntiîîeletely oî1po2ed Io ail our rOiinP<inns of (nait saurai
gogYertnient ; aîîd conscîiieiîuly tlie latigîtag-o f N'citiieednitieîît be
main"<intd wiîhnîit qlineonor reserye-, No an clin (Io tîmes
umiracles that dlieu (1CM xcept Cod ho with hlmn.» Trhis nhble werk
contain', lin acondensil nd ieao<cerly sityle, tlie claire nrgiîîen: ie de.
fonce ef Chrimtiaitniy,and ofur Redectîner's dlivinie nîlasioti ; nnd it in of
Iho %limnt iniportaîuco iliat it Shulî cet oiîly lie rond, but atutlcd, i a
trne golien Ille varienis foirmei of inlidieli<y anid Roeîalîisîit se ex<cniçively
overppread the lied, and <lireaitnt o th <l@ un of truth front the
heiîvcns.

Orw. Wardlaw, ie thie ontiset cf his arguiment, glefincs miracles "e
mearki iuuaolvieg ot lemporary itu&lentien of the kMOWIU latag nf nature,
or a deriation from theA eutu&iabl*,k ronstit,,tios and fixed order of the
usnier..;" or, perhaps more corree:ly, ofthlat ilepnrtmce< of <ha universe
whieh tonstituîtcs eur ow,< ty.lein.11 Now WC objec< to this définition of
a miracle, bccause niany of its tritî-sucli as nature anteehe laws of
nature--are as obscure ta tlie tliiîig uItfined ; and beenuse it gives csdi
tially erroneous views or <lie nature and! mode cf tlie divine geverecîcet.
By nature, we uiniply mnta thati e <io f <lîiîgs anid course of évents
which C ôd hnes appuinteil; and hy the lists of nature, WC do et under-
@tand îny independent princiffle itulierent in tîtings, giving te events tlie
poirers of agents; -,ut nituply the unîiformn mode cf <lhe divine operation.
TMie common vague holief <lit Gud, nt firitt, endoweid creatioc witlî cer-
tale powcrs and propertiest, nnd <lion loftit te <o lcîf, juat as a mcchanic
malles a time-piece, wiîids 1< up), and <lien interfcrcs4 no niera with it till
<lie clin bas run down, we conccivo <c lic equally irrational <and un-
scriptural. Tho feripturci,; represactit Geol as always werking, at con-
utantly I upiloldieg all <luitgs by <he word ofli!; power," an ovcry mîomtîî
aeting- directly Oit créat<ion ; andl lionce, wlia< WC cornîinonly ascribe to
thec laws of nature, the~ ilis1 ircd writers unîfortilly attrilînie to the direct
iliecatien of tho Alcîigilly. Ouir convînî notiotns of cause nuid effeet

have greidly contribiitedt <o cotîrcal frontî our view tlie Wolidcr-wuîrkîtîg
hand of"Ge. Wc <hiik andl rspeak as if an lueherent power existct in
overy cause, aned consequently we fait to connept evccy evotit icitmcdîa.tely
with Cod. Sudci a fallaciuîus mode of reasoning tuifflît bce obvi:tcd4 hy
coeidcriiîg oecry caiote as iîotîing- mtire titan -in invariable nntecedlent,
and every chl'cct as ain invariable* cosiseqtient ; go tlîa< evcry cause tîtiglît
lie vicwni as an effect iii relation te a %%sere extelided systcmn of <ho uni-
verse, titan wlîat faits witin our lircseîît ktiowledIge. Supposé, for in-
4tance, <hat a dozeti of halls were îilaed ai certain distances frot each
o<Iîcr, and supplose <liat <lie finit ix wcro concoalcd froint view: if tlie
iseventa wa ohscrvcd to inîpinge upon Ille: Ciglth, <blis 8pventhi wonld lie
regarded a a caisse, aned ail <lie rest as efficcîs. If tlic seven<li hall was
exposei to vicw, tlien the sevcnii wnuld siiîk lîîo ani effeet ; whlte <
<lie individuija tîho stw tlie hiatl of <lie cueraior actioig on <lie first hall
of <ho sties, ail would [te cilgially cifects; andl the btand of <lie ingdividual
wlîo set <hein in mnoti woîîld lie<lie oîîly cause. It is <lies Witt, <lie
syotem cf crca<ed <lîlegs. WVe sec dliai various objecta and éventa are
relaied to encli other; WC trace <ho conneetion till our knowlcdge fails,
wlîen WC gleignae, <tie lîighest recognized cvet ie <he <tries a cause,
aîîd al <ho rest efecla; wliile, pcrhaps, to an an.-CI, Jéhtovah nîight
be acon ai <lie fouiftin-lîead cf existence, actinug evcry moment on eréa-
tien, and consti<uting, by lus direct operations, wliat WC eaul the laies
of nature. The stries of causges and effeets, it bas heen well remarked,
may bce compared to <ho links of a enain hanging down from heaven-
part of which js cncealed amid cloudsanmd darhiness; the links that are
visible support each other ; while the lst link in the séries la bound <o
thie iiongs of <ho Eternai. It follows, <herefore, <lhit miracles are proý
duced, like oiller eventa, by the direct aud immediate ageney cf God;
and <bat lnstmad cf bcbng suspensions cf the laws cf natu, -he ar

eventa ont of <lie orilittary courte cf nature altogethcr--cvente entirery
distinct frein <lie arîlitiîacy mode of <lie Divine operàtion. Dr. Wardiaw
setti11 Io have partially apprcheried tItis truth telin illuîstrsting th.
pentition, Il <liat le <lie working cf a miracle, <here in. le every case, a
direct and imâmeiaete interférence of Deif y." Il Tlîere 1$," itays lie, Ilno
<ransferecc of pôwer front Coul to <lie ulivincly commnissioned messien-
ger. Nclther ia <lîcro nny coiiit<ting of divine omnipotence te his dis-
cretiinn, The former in, in <lhe nature of <ho tlting, impossible. 19
woitlil be nîking the erentire for <lie <imeo Almigh<y ; and that <Since
omenipotence vran beiong te noise lîut divinity) woild lie équivalent toi
eîaking hlmi Cjod. And <lie latter, wero i< at mil imaginable, would
neuitralizo aned nulliry <héocviilece-inannuclt as 1< would render "eci-
sary te i<a validity a previeuis Ass-,urince of the impeceubitll of the persan
to wbomn <ha <nîs< wns coîîînîit<d-that in, an issurance, and en abeelute
one, of <he inipossibility of its ever being pŽervertedl by tha improper ais.
plica<iiin cf thie powcer te purpomges; foreigo to <hom ocf hie commission.
* a 0 Tliere is, oitrietiy spealclng, ln îey miracle, ne ageecy bui <bat
ef <ho Divine Pocing lîlmacîf. Even <o speak of the messsenger as hie
instrument il net correct. Ali <at <ho mensonger doeo is-to declirge
hiei message ; to appeal te Cod for i<. truth ;--snd if, nt hie word, loti-
mating s miracle as about to bo pcrformcd in proof cf 1<, ,tle miracle
aetuallY <akes place, there ln, on bis part, je regard to the performance,
neither îgecy nor inqtrunientaîi<y ; unleses <the more utterince of worde
in imitation cf wbat la about tc lbe donc, or an appeal to hoese andi
pétition for i<. boing done, may lien se lled. God himmeli lathe aient:"
Page 52-53.

Tie dormition cf a miracle te which tie abject contributes nothing te
<the proper undlerstandaing cf <ho sublect. 'Wlien Chit curent sick>
ltcalcd <ho blind, aud raiueu <ho desdi, we nover enquire what particulâar
naturnl 1mw is sîîspeeîled, lior haie thiat suspension constitutes a miracle;-
but WC at once sddress our Lord in <lie luinguago cof Nicodemuta: IlW.
know <bat dieu art a <cacher corne frotn Gont; for ne man' £en do <liss
miracles <liai <hou docet, except God lic with hlm."l W. <nay, therefore>.
deine a miracle in hîsrinony gi<lîh ibis viaw; as a work wrought by Gc&à
in confimiation cf @ornu doctrine, nianifet<iy boyond th. uniasis<cd
power of mne.

The question riay now bce ssked, Wbaît are <lie objecte which mirascles
wore designcd to acu".niplish 1 Dr. Warullaw gives astubstntïal answer
<o <his important enquiry, when cxposing thie fîloity cf l[ume'à argument

agaiet iraces.Tbey mani fout, in général, <lie glory cf"Ce, by break-
ing le upon tha ordinsry events cf Providence. And thuey thug convince
the îîost careleis muid ineôiibidera<e, <bat <bore i. a (led distinct frein
and isperior <o nature, who governi ai thingts according, to the cuose
cf his will. IlIf le one sense," saya Trench, "thie orgîlerly workinis cf
niature roeom <bu gloiy of Clod (Po. 19, 1-6), in scother they bide <bai
glory from our eyca. If <bey ought tei cuako us continually te remember

in, yct <here is danger that <bey lead us tc: forgot hlm, uctil <bus worlnt
atud us shiai prove.-not a ttanaloccuit meidium, thîrougli wbich we
look ta hlm, but a thlek impetîctrable veil, cocoaliîîg bilm wholly from
our sight. Wecre <bore ne other purpos e ite miracles <bau <hi..-
naeîely, te <estify <ha libierty of (led, aned ta afllrm <he will of Gcd, whi.cà
lîowever it hahitually shaows itacIf le nature, ia yet more <han, andi aboie
ea<ure,-wcro it only to break a lick le <bai chainocf cause and effect,
wlieh oIao WC should corne to regard as itiself God, au thie iren chais cf
an inexorable eecessi<y, bindieg lîcaven ce legs tian earth, they would
serve a great purpose, <bey would nlot have been wrouglit lu voie,"-
Ti encli an iliracIeq, page 24. But niiracies-esupecially thie miracle. cf
Christ-seerve other <tnd more important purposes <han <liese, bearing
dirc<ly an man,& salvatien ; and te a bricf consideratioa of îuch deasiigne
WC @hall proceed:

1. The miracles cf Christ wero i<aended to authenticate bis diwlno
mission. Wcre an individual te mosrt <bat lielied raceivren a messages
froml God unie us, and were ha te commaud our instant obedience, mtinet
the faci cf such inspiration couid anly be known te himself, ini order tel

proect ouîrselgres front imposture, we would naturally demanti a sigu
front hesven. If, withopt the applicationa cf 30Y Medicine, ho eshould
hoat th. lame with a word ; if those who wanted a 11mb or an amn haut
it instio<ly res<ored, and if <the dead were in a moment raiied <o 11f., w.gi
would may <liat stick a man was what hoe professet te b-"'a proplut

rite


