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“THE PRAYER OF FAITH."*

BY CARRIE F. JUDD.

On the sixth of January, 1877, after a gradual decline in health, [
was prostrated with an attack of fever, proceeding from my spine, the
result, probably, of a sevcre fall on a stone sidewalk several months be-
fore. The fever was soon subdued, but my disease grew into settled
spinal difficulty, and from the inflammation of the spinal nerves pro-
ceeded a most distressing hyper-acuteness, called hyperasthesia. This
extended to all my large joints; and my hips, knees and ankles could
not be touched even by myself, on account of their sensitiveness. The
disease increased until the nerves in the joints were so unnaturally alive
that it was as if they had been laid bare, and it seemed to me as though
nothing less than spasms would be the immediate result were they
touched. The vibrating of these sensitive nerves, occasioned by the
tiniest jar or noise in the room, was something indescribably dreadful.

For all but the first two months of my illness, extreme helplessness
as well as suffering made my lot almost unendurable. For more than
two years, turning over alone or moving myself a particle in bed was
simply an impossibility. Every move was made for me with the great-
est care. I suffered intensely with my head ; the violent, tearing pain,
the terrible sense of weight, and the extreme sensitiveness made a soft,
small pillow feel like a block of stone, the pressure of which was
crushing my brain to atoms. Much of the time we were obliged to
exclude from the room all excepting those who had the care of me.

For eleven months I coiild not sit up at all, but in the spring of
1878 improved slowly, and could be lifted into a chair for a little while
«cach day. I was more comfortable until July, but I could not by my
greatest exertions get able to help myself at all. The only way in
which I could be moved from the bed to the chair, was by being
lifted under my arms, as I could endure no pressure on my spine.

The very warm weather at that time, and my making attempts to
help myself when in such a weak condition, caused a sudden and

= This is a somewhzt remarkable work which might be characterized as an experience,
and what came of it. The authoress was the subject of a wonderful faith cure
which she minutely describes in the introductory chapter ; the remainder of the
volume is made up of other remarkable faith cures with personal viewsand teachings
on faith, altogether it is an interesting publication, and without committing ourselves
to all its teachings we commend it to our readers for careful perusal. We take the
liberty of clipping the first chapter for THE EXPOSITOR.



