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three others, hesides his davghiter Mary and the young Eli-
zabeth. e then kissed Mary, and then Blizabeth, and he
Pade them also farewell, and enjoined them to stand steadfast
in their fith,  His weeping wife said, * Gad be with thee,
dear Rowlind—I will, with God's grace, meet thee at Had-
feigh.,” ‘I'hen he was led on to the Woolsack inn, ut Ald-
gate, where he was put in n chamber, under the custody of
four yeamen of the guard and the sherift™s men.  Here bis

wife again desired to sec him, but was restrained by the she-

¥, who otherwise treated hier with kindness, and offered |

fier his own house to abide inj but she preferred to g0 to
her mothers, whither two officers conducted her, charging
lice mother to keep her within till their return.

Meautime, as soon as ‘Taylor entesed the chawher, he
prayed ; and he remined at the inn until the sherifl of Es.
sox was ready to receive him. At deven o'duck the inn
gates were shut, and then he was put on horseback \\:nlmr
the gates.  When they arrived ontside, “Paylor saw his son
‘Thomas standing against the rails, in the care of his man
Johm Iull; and he said, « Come hither, my son Thomas.”
John Hull lifred the ehild up, and sct him on the horse
before his father 3 and Taylor put off' his hat, and spoke a
sentence or two to the peaple in behalf of matrintony, and
then he lifted up his cyes and prayed for his son, and laid
his hat on the childs hiead, and blessed him.  ‘This done,

e delivered the child to John 1lul), whom lie took by the |

hand, and he said to him, ¢ Farewell, John Iull, the faith-
fullest servant that ever man had.”  Having sosaid, he rode
forth with the sherift' of Fssex and the yeomen of the guard
to go to his martyrdom in Suflvik.

Wien they came near to Brentwood, one Arthur ‘Taysic,
who hiad been servant to “Laylor, supposing him free, took
him by the hand and said, ¢ Master Doctory 1 am glad to
sce you again at liberty 3 but the sheritt drove him back.
At Brentwood, a close hood was put over Taylor's face,
with holes for his eyes to look out at, and a slit for his
mouth to breathe through.  These hoods were used at thiat
place to be put on the martyrs that they should not be
known, and that they should not speak to any one, on the
road to the burning-places.

Yet as they went, Taylor was so-cliverful, and tatked to
the sherifl’ aml his guards in such wise, that they were

1 at his v. At Chelmsford they met the she-
rill’ of Suflolk, who was there toearry him into his county.
At that thne he supped with the two sherifls,  The sheriil’
of Essex luboured, during supper, to persuade him to ye-
turn to queen Mary’s religion, telling him that all present
would use their suit to the queen for his pardon, nor doubted
they could obtain it.  ‘LThe sherifl’ reminded him that he
had been beloved for his virtues, and honoured for hislearn-
ing; that, in the course of naturc, he was likely to live
many years 3 and that he might even be higher esteemed
than ever; wherefore, he prayed him to be advised : ¢ “This
counsel I give you,” said the sherift, “ of a good heart and
good will towards you ;™ and thercupon he drank to hiw;
and the yeomen of the guard said,  In like manner, upon
that condition, master Doctor, we all drink to you™ When
they bad so done, and the cup came to Taylor, hie staid
awhile, as studying what he might say, and then answered
thus: « Master sherifl; and my wasters all, I heartily thank
you for your good will. I have hearkened to your words
and marked well yonr counsels 3 and, to be plain with you,
X do perccive that T havebeen deceived mysclf; aud am likely
to deceive a great mauy of their expectation.” At these
words they were exceedivgly glad.  « Would ye know my
meaning plainly ?* he sid.  « Yen, good master Doctor,”
answered the sherith, “tell it us plainly.” ¢« Then,” said
Taylor, “I will tell you:” and he said, that, as his body
was of considerable bulk, and as lie thought, if he had died
in his bed, it would hiave been buried in Hadleigh church-
vard, so he had deceived himself; and, as there ave a great

. many worins there abiding, which would have mealed hand.
somely upon him, so they, as well as hiwmselfy were deccived ;
“ for,” said bie, “it must be burnt 1o ashes, and they will
thereby Jose their feeding.”  The sherift’ and his company
were thereupon astonished at him, as being a man without
foar of deathy, and making a jest of the flunes,  Duriug
their progress, many gentlemen and magistrates were ul-
mitted to see him, and entreated him in Jike manner—but
ke remained immovable,

Thus they drew near to Hadleigh 5 and when they rode
over Hadleigh bridge, a poor man, with his five small chil-
dren, awaited theie coming,  When they saw Taglor, they
{ul[.fcﬂ down on their knees and held up their hands, and
' cried aloud, ¢ God help and suecour thee, asthot hast many

atime succonred me and my poor children.”  “Uhe strects
- of Hadleigh were crowded ou cach side by men and wonten,

of the towa and country, sorely weeping, and with pitcous
i voices loudly bewailing the loss of their pastor, praying thut
: he might be strengthened and comforted in his extremity,
¢ and excliming, ¢ What shall iecamne of this wicked world 1
i ‘Taylor said, ¥ have preached to you God's word and truth,
Vand am come to seal it with my blood”  When he camie to
, the almshouses, he put some money, that had been bestowed

on him during his imprisonment, into a glove, and this he is
{ said to have given to thepoor almsmen as they stood at theiy
doors, to sce their wonted benefactor pass. At the last of
the almshouses he inquired, «Js the blind man and blind
woman, that dwelt here, alive 2" He wasanswercil, ¢ Yes;
! they are there withind”  Then he thvew glove and all in at
{ the window, and so rode fosth towards the feld of his death.

Coming where a great multitude were assembled, be ask-
»edy ¢ What place is this, and what meaneth it that so much
- people are gathered hither 2 It was answered, « This is

Aldbam common, the place where you must suffer.” e
said, ¢ Thauked be God, Tam cven at home.” Then he
alighted from his horse, and with both his hands rent the
Ilwod from his head.  His hair was unscemly, for Bouner,
when he degraded him, had caused it to be clipped in man-
ner of a fuol’s, At the sight of thisancient and reverad face,
and his long white beard, the people burst into tears, and
prayed for him aloud. e would have spoken to them, but
whenever he attempted, one or other of the yeomen of the
guard thrust a tipstall into his mouth,

Then he desived licence to speak, of the sheriff'; but the
sherift refused himy, and bade him remember his promise to
the council. ¢ Well" quoth Taylor, “promise must be
kept.”  What the pronise was is unknown.  Seating him-
self on the ground, he called ta ane iu the crowd, “ Soyee,
I pray thee come and pull oft' my boats, and take them for
thy labour ; thou hast long looked for them, now take them.”
‘Flien he arose, and putting off’ his under-clothes, them also
lie bestowed,  ‘Lhis done, he cried with aloud voice, “Good
people! I hiave taught you nothing but God's holy word,
and those lessons that 1 have taken out of God's blessed
book, the Holy Bible; aud I am come hither this day to
seal it with my blood.” One Holues, a ycoman of the
guard, who had used bim cruelly all the way, then struck
him a violent blow on the head * with a waster,” and said,
“JIs that the keeping of thy y thou heretick 2
Witercupon Taylor kuelt on the carth and prayed ; and a
poor, but faithful w s | from i the people
to pray with him.  The guards would fuin have thrust her
away—they threatened to tread her down with their horses 5
but she was undismayed, aad would not remove, but re.
wained and prayed with him.  aving finished lis devo.
tions, he went to the stake, and kissed it, and placed himself
in a pitch-hareel which had boen set for him to stand in 3
and he stood with his back upright against the stake, sud he
folded his hands together, and he litted lis eyes towards
heaven, and he prayed continually.  “Then they bound bim
L with chains, and the sheritf called one Richard Domiingham,




