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TI'Ie place of execuition w-as a grassy
kunoil just beyond tho cit.y watts.
The p)eop)le croivdid rouind to
wituess the niarkyîdom, but the
soldier appointeti to exceute the
l)Iisoner, struck with the firminess
displayeti by Albani, declared hinusclt
unabîR to perforin bis al)pointed
office. and, throwving dovi bis sîvord,
he too suflered imai ty-doîn with bis
prisoner, on the saie spot.

lu happier daj's, iinder Con-
stantine, a chîurch 'vas evected o11 the
site, andl this wvas folloîved, in the
YeaIr A. 1D. 793. by the eiection of a
mnonastery, founded by KCing Olla,
andi later stili - iii the twelfth cen-
tury-the noble abbey wliich cro'vns
the bih, andi which is noîv raised to
catiiedral dignity. %vas cominenceti
This abbey is nowv in course of
restoration, niaiuly owing to the
intuiticence of a Iaymaný-t, who bas
devoteti niany thousantis a year ïo
this puipose.

Inside thie cathedral oîîe of the
inost interesting monuments is a
shrine dedicated to the Saint, the
niaterials "of whicb wvere carefully
hîiden away by the ionks in days
vhîen trouble overtook the Cliurch

These fragnients were discovered,
during tlie restoration noîv îroceed-
ing, behinti a false wall, aud the
shrine bas been madie as nearly
as possible to agtreo ivith its
former magnificence. Overlooking
the shrine is the wvatching galley.
wliere, in olden tiays, the îîiiests
o{lered prayers for tlie repose of the
sont of the Saint.

S. Alb)an's Day, it inay be as well
to remember, is June l7th.

The naines of tvo otlier nmartyrs,
of about the same perioti, have also
been handed dlov to this gener-
at ion. They are those of Aaron, andi
Julius, both, probably, like Alban,
Romans, %vho are said to have shedi

their blood Tath'Žr than, veiiouuee
thoir faiLli, at a place callQcl
,aei-lcon-U,îoiI.Usk; in Monmouth-
shire. Many others doubtless fol-
loîved tlîeir exaînîde.

-Looking back ovor the Ion-
distance of tinme wvhich .;el)iates us
froui this first recorded, ai' at least
in ost i ni iortan t, Christianiimaityr'donî
one is struckz with the rcaliîy of the
religiOn Of .JESUS CHRIST. WO live
in days wvhen many non-pî'ofessing
Ch~lristian Nvriters openly licknow
ledge tlie S.%vbouR of' nankind as a
rieat inoral teacher, the greatest it

may be who ever lived Tlîey admire
flis wise couinsels, they coinniend
1-is g.entlcness, tlîey do not deny 1-is
ineffable goodnPss to mnan kiud, but
tliere they stop. They can -et no
higher Lut where, 'eX nie ask, is;
the sane inan or woinan wvlo is pre-
pared to lay do'vn )ife-and that,
toc> the life of the miartyr-for the
mnoral woith atone of the greatest,
aund best o f G o 's earthlily c reatu res?1
No. These mnen who lived sixteen
centuries ago, wvhose lives were
douibtless as precious to themn as ours
are to uis, were aniited wvitlijne
thing far above admiration for- the
morwal qualities displayed by their
Master. They, likze us, believed in
1-is Divinity. They. lika us,
acknowledgé ed nu other Goi) or LORD,
and they--iiîay 1 s -y tl,,o like we
shall do?--died ini the sure and
certain hope of everlastiag bliss
rather tlîan deny the Heavenly
Fatther.

T1hus the Chureh Of CHRIST fOUnDC
early wvituesses in our owui laild, andi
so Iong as Christianity is taught,
the naines of Aiban, Aairon, andi
Julius wvill be honoured.

This persecution of the early
Christians had a contrary elfect to

that wlîich w'as no doubt ntended.
Instead of crushingI out the nowv


