
condign punialunent, wbich they so ricli
ay uerit.
"6Sucli are, briefiy and imperfectlj

narrateti,the faets of thistireadful àf:iîir
and 1 féed assiirred that Many not per
sonally acquainteti with the *ivortnl o.
thé deceased, will tieeply raourn thoiî
fate."

There is nothing moie of importIarc
in the latter of Mr. Milne, buti1 will fo.
ward itte vou. Ilisstitementoffiactsis
corroborateti by the test.iînony cf the na-
tives, %yhoni I bave examuifed. We are
ail under very tieep obligation ta '.Mr.
3Iilne, fur the respect ivhich lie lias
sbown te our departedl friendq, and for
the satisractory m:uîne.r in %vlinch l;e lias
disebarged the uneaçpecteti andi ran.
choly daties ihic bave devolveti on
on hlm. 1 nmayndd that arnong oithez
thincs ho bins sent me loc]ks of Mr. and
3lrs. Gordons hair, andti he weddidi-
ring of the latter, spottei 'with blood,
as ho took it froni her bandi, wbich. will,
be foritarded t, their relatives in due
tume.

cArSFs1 Or THE 3IA4SSACPE.

But îvbat led te the massacre cf our
dear frientis? You arc aware that

rneasle -anidsney wvere brougblt te
these islandts at the close of l;îst ycar.
Tim he rvges were fearfit], anti for a

t .e hy scemed te threaen the depo-
piulation cf the islantis. The disease

-WI taken te ])illoii*s Bay hy theo" Blue
:el"Capt, Bruce. andi soon sprerad

over thewhole island. Ab îuttwc thirds
cf thepopulation of Erromanga died,
;according te 1%r. (ordon's estirnate.
The natives as ive may suppese wcre
«thrown into a state cf cecitcment hv se
fea-rful- a, visitation. As the belief. in
diseise-makers is universal on Erroman-

gt.i comnnen with other islands, s:us-
-picien full on. NLr. G.ordon The grounds
-on wivl ho iras charged as lieing the
cause cf the strzrnge and alarming mrala-
dy that mnade its appca rrnce, ire tîvo
'folti ; in the first place', beis saiti te. have
foretolti divine jutigments on the people,
.in the s'hapno f temporal 1Punishment for
their idolatrous andi wicked practices.
Tehis nppeaTs te hc confiriicti by an exz
tract froni bis own Jeurnal, îvhich 1
Tend in a Sydney paper, anti which bas
cnilled forthi. editoirial remarks. The
journal came into zay possession a -few
davs tige, and I Enin it the stateinent
M~luded te. Speaking cf the disease lie

*ivritea: IS was preceded by nearly an
unIversal opposition te the Goespel, and
snuch niurder and idolatry. 1 feit sure
that God would visit them injudgement,

*and i arncdl themn most soleannly-buta
f few ti; bfr te eeposrtdý«

r As te wrnig wshe so iverepoetd by
t d cisease, the natives net unreason.

eably con-ludeti that lie liad sonie ngcey
luii bringin- it on them. .Muchi as we

I nay tâdmireè the faithfulness and plainu
* dealing oftr. Gordon ivith the heathen,

yet tic propriety andi prudence of de-
nouneing temporal judgiuent is ques-

itianable. The prephets of old did so.
but thcy liad a ecial commnission frior
beaven. The Gospel is a message of

Snercy andi love, andi should bo address-
*cd to the heathen in its most attractive
.forsa. T£he irst miQqionary to tho boa-
thoen said,- 19 1 determincd-not to knowv
any thing :azong you, Save jeseus Christ,
and bim, crueified."

But in the neit place, sanie of the
traders tolti the Erromangami that Mr.
Gordon iras the cause of the distase,«yvbieh proved sa fatal te them.' In là
lutter te myseif written in January he
says: -Tho "Blue Bll" carried tlue
imeses te Dillonle ]lav in November,
and the resuits have be;en fearful and
continue te be so.* The natives are for
the ,nost part like mati tigers, Living
be-en *s1rred yp to believe thatwe are thoe
cause or thecir àlarzning tistreFs." la
looking over bis jm)urnal, 1 aise, Eind the
following 3taternent wxitten about the
xaied .time: '<1Mari of thesa. believe

reiyýorfci,-nedlv', tha .1. amn the cause-
of.thissingular disease, whichl isstra-nge
anti alarmng to all. Tbecy have been
confirmed in thi s belief by somcforcign-
crs.ý" Tlherc. is ne allusion te t4his; lai-
portant fact in the accourir sent te the
,Sydnaey papers. Anonug 'jbose wbe en-
dcavnoured te, stir up the natives; against
,Mr.Gortion was a naù maamet Ranae, -a
native cf India, anti a British. suhjcct,
1 bieleve. Re liveti on this isia1M for-
znerly, and -%vent to-Erroana U tS
or 10 years age. HIe is a ~aoea
and has rse.veral ivive. le m wcll ne-
,qzaintc-d with tie.langruage and bas au-
quired inuch influe'nce on the isiatid.
if riipert is truc lie bas killeti soine e-
rolmangans. Wfiea nwa the chiefof
Dillon-s Blay dieti, whe wis one (-f the
inosît'iniltientiaî zain on the isi.inu, thel
»Said P.-ange prefesEed greýtangr against
Mr. Gord~non Oa iceount of' bis duatb.

zbegiqýiie


