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condign punishment, which they sorich-
ly .nerit.

¢t Such are, briefly aund imperfectly
narrated,the facts of thisdieadful affair;
and I feel assiirred that many not per-
sonally acquainted with the worth of

“the deceased, will deeply mourn their
fate.” .

There is nothing mofe of importarce
in the Jetter of Mr. Milne, but I will fot-
ward it fo you. Hisstatement of factsis
corroborated by the testimony of the na-
tives, whom I have examined. We are
all under very deep oblization to "Mr.
Milne, for the respect which he has
shown to our departed friends, and for

“the satisfactory manner in winéh Le has
discharged the unexpected and melun-
choly duties which™ have devolved on
on him. I may=add that among other

" things he has sent me locks of Mr. and
Mrs. Gordons hair, and the wedding
ring of the latter, epotted with blood,
as he took it from her hand, which will
be forwarded t> their relatives in due
time. .

CAUSES OF THE MASSACRE.

But what led to the massacre of our
dear friends? You arc aware that
‘measles and dysentery were brought to
“these islands at the clost of last year.
Their Tavages were fearfnl, and for 2
time they seemed to threaten the depo-
pulation of the islands. The disease
*was taken to Dillon’s Bay by the ¢ Blue
Bell,” Capt. Bruce, and soon spread
"over the wholz island. Ab)uttwo thirds
of the'population of Erromanga died,
‘according to Mr. Gordon’s estimate.
The natives as we may suppose were
thrown into a state of excitement by so
fearful a visitation. As the helief in
discase-makers is universal on Erroman-
£2; 1n comwon with other 1slands, sus-
“picion fell on Mr. Gordon  The grounds
-on which he was charged as being the
cause of the sirange and 2larming mala-

" dy that made its appearance, are two
fold ; in the first place, heissaid to have
foretold divine judgments on the people,
dn the shape of temporal punishment for
their idolatrous and wicked prectices.
This appears to be confirmed by an ex:
tract from his own journal, which I
Tead in o Sydney paper, and which has
called forth editorial remarks. The
Journal came into my possession a feww
days ago, and I find in it the statement
alluded to.  Speaking ofthe discase he

writes : *¢ It was preceded by nearly an
univexsal opposition to the Gospel, and
niuch murder and idolatry. 1 felt sure
that God would visit tbem 1n judgement,
and warned them most solemnly-but .a
few days before they were prostrated.?
As the warning was so soon followed by
the disease, the natives not unreason.
ably concluded that he had some agency
in bringing it on them. .Much as we
may admire the faithfulness and plain
dealing of Mr. Gordon with the heathen,
yet the propriety and prudence of de-
nouncing temporal judgment is ques-
tionable. The prophets of old did so.
but they had a epecial commission from
heaven. The Gospel is a message of
merey and love, and should be address-
ed to the heathen in its most uttractive
form. .The first missionary to the hea-
then said,. ¢ I determined.not to know
any thing smong you, save Jesus Christ,
and him crucjfied.”

But in the next place, some of the
traders told the Erromangans that Mr.
Gordon was the cause of the discase,
which proved so fawl to them. Ina
Jetter to myself written in January he
says: “The “Blue Bell’” carried the
meusies to Dillon’s Bay in Novewmber,
and the results have been fearful and
continue to be so. The natives are for
themost part like mad tigers, Luving
been stirred up to believe that we are the
cause of their alarming distress.”” In
looking over his journal, I also find the
following statement written about the
samg time: **Many of them. believe
reailysor feignedly, that 1 am the cause
of.thissingular discase, which isstrange
avd alarming toall. They have been
confirmed in this belicf by some_foreign-
ers.”  There. is no allusion to .this im-
portant fact in the account sent to the
Sydney papers.  Among “hose who en-
deavoured to stir up the patives against
Mr.fGordon was a nan named Range, a
native of India, and a British: subject,
I heheve. He lived on this isiagd, for-
merly, and went to Erromanea cut §
or 10 years ago. Ie is a Maliometan
and has several wives. He a¢ well ac-
qguainted with the language and has az-
quired much influence on the island.
If report is true he has killed some Er-
romangans. When Niwar the chief of
Dillon’s Bay died, who was onc of the
most influential mem on the isknd, the
said Range professed greatungor against
Mr, Gordon on account of his death,



