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JuLy 16,

Asparagus the Second Season after
Planting,

T new heds wero planted in the third week of
March last year ; they were prepared in the ordinary
wanner, and a bountiful supply of guod rotien dung
well incorporated with the soil. The plaacs wae
covered two inches in thickness with nice fine carth
they were not planted in drills, as many plant them,
but every root was disentangled, and tlen carcfally
spread out upon an even surface on the bed, and
covered as ahove deseribed At the time of plait
ing. the planta were two yeurs old, and Lmiglt bere
advantagzeously state that I was very careful in not
allowing the plants to satfer anything fromn their
being out of the ground, for as so nas they came to
hand they were unpacked, and the roo’s spread wat
upon the floor of an open shed, and thea covered
with dry earth.  This preeaution enabled e o heep
the roots perfectly free from harm until the condilion
ol the land o0t ot doors would cuable m:* to plant
them, and as I did not order them unt’l the malidle
of the month, I had only to wait about three days
after 1 veceived them betore they were comfiortbly
placed in their permanent positions. I have been
thus careful in detailing this procedure because 1 uin
convinced that the greatest seerct in forming new
beds of asparagus is not 1o let the yoang plants be
exposed any lengih of time v the alr, fr i you do
they become shrivelled up after the fushion of dry
sticks, and the nutriment stored up in them—upon
which they depend solely to start them intv active
growth—is wasted by the actinn of the uir. . nd then
people wonder why their plants die, or i they sur-
vive the injury, only come up very weakiv. so that in
the room ol getting asparagusthe secoad zvason, they
have to wait until the fourtb.

As I'have promised to detail my system thronghount,
I'must tell the reader that immediately after the dry
hot wenther sets in in April last vear, the beds re-
ceived a good soaking of clear water; this I well
remember gave them quite a start, and as soon as al}
the crowns had thrown up one grass cach, 1 muldled
the beds with o covering ax inch in thickness (£ short
grass from thie lawn. In a few dags afier this, as the
weather was stitl dry, and the young grass sufticiently
advanced for me to tcll the pozitivn of every crown,
1 went carefully through the beds with my fect, and
sn trog the ground between the plants. I am so well
satigied that the utility of that simple half-hour's
work can tever be estimated to its fall extent, that I
would say to every reader do the samo with 2l
newly-planted beds” If they are made as the; sheald
be, no one would ever think of treadirg the ground
at such o season, cither beforo or aiter planting,
unless the fand was in an unusual siate of dryness:
and if it was, I belio ¢ the afler-treading wouldd be
equally beneficias a° in my cave  Owing ty tle
unusual kot dry weatler of April and came p.rt of
May last year, the first mulching of short grass was
soon withered up, but this I replenished again, hut not
until I had given the beds a thorough soahing of
rewage water ;1 then applied anathy reovering of -hort
grazs immedintely after: this kapt the surfiee of the
bed and the roots in a moist growinz condition. I
continued the application of this sewage nater up till
the end of July, at intervals of abuat w woth, and e
progress they wade wassomewha w0 o Alier
the tirstweek in August, the little af thewithernd eraee
that was left, with all weeds, was carefuliy picked oif,
and daring that showery month 1 gave 1t three
separate £prinklings of sult, aboutl & s 1o w4 S-feet
hed 50 foet long. 3¢ eack eprinh¥i=x o U5 etage
the plants grew amazinely, and the anly afterqtien-
tion they bad until the autumn was carveful baud.
weediog, for Inuver permita hioe w be uzed amongst
them.

Thus cnd the delaile of the 1. - iment during last
sumirer ; tho treatwent in the antumn was only what
should be given in eveay cage of newly-made beds,
The stems were cut down at the end of Octoher, und
then each bed received a eovering of roiien dung all
over to the depth of three inches, and upon this was
added four inches of carth dung up from the nlleys ;
in this state they laid all the winter, and all they
have had done to them since is the top surface just
loosencd wp in the beginning of March, and once
since hund-weeded.

I have heen very particular innoticing these Jdittle
points, heeause ttiey constitute the very cssence of
good management ; but they are oo often overlooked
by those who could do well to observe them. Bat
there is onc othier very important matter that I ought
to givo n cantion about : I mean the comon practice
of burying the crowns too deep at the time of plantin
It i3 the system of many to put at once the 1equire
depth of soil upon the roots ; but this is radically
wiong, a8 a little reflection must convince everyone.
To bury such roots cight or ten inches underground
directly after removal, at such a scason of the year,
when tho carth is down to its coldest point, apd to

shat them wat of the inflence of botk sun and air just
at the tinie when they moserequire it, is 10 me n most
unbusiness-like maaner of procecdmy,  Oae wonld
think that people who do such things hada greater
delight in huling them than they  had in seeing them
rise viit of the ground stronyg and healthy.

Itis o mach beiter plan to cover them wath not
mure than theee inchies of earth atthe time of planung
adding four inches in thickness more the nextantnma
and three the sicceeding one.  When this is applicd,
there will be suflicient to enable a carcful person
to furi up the beds in the spring, nnd to atlow a por-
tion of it to crzimble down into the alleys, a8 seven
or eight inclivs is quite enough so1l upon the bed tor
the grass (o find it8 way through.

The vesult of the above management in my own
case this sewson i3 the production of grass as fine as
some 1 am cutting from beds five yemrs old ; in fact,
wuch inferior grass is sometimes sent hoth to market
and to privaie tables than these heds have produced
in the space oi fourteen months. But the reader
mist bear m mind I have not cut from then, nor do
Liatend ty do so this season. Iam aware that the
«bove result may appear to sowe an improbability,
Lut at the saaue ime I can assure them I have no
intere t o serve in overstating the case, anditiv
open to the inspection of any interested party.

But my chiet reason in penning these notes is to
call the readud’s attention to the fact that we neexd
ot in the Goe of mahing new gaidens wait four years
belore we cut asparagus from it.

If I were engaged in the work of getting up a sup-
Py of new beds, 1should proceed in the foilowing
manaes. I widl suppose that four beds seventy feet
long, when well establisied. would serve for a per-
manent cupply 2 1 wonld make these, and then add
to their number two more.  These lagt two I shounld
reckon upox for getting o supply for the second and
third year for planting.  After this the permanent
beds vould be in eacellent condition fur cutting. and
the ather two alzLt be destroyed, or 1efi one more
year to bhe taken up for forcing Ry this meansa
supply of home-grown grss is to bo had withont any
servus orilay. n two yeara’ less time thaxs the majority
of people think it can he had.

J. C. Crarge, in Gurdener's Magazine.

Thie Fisuschsld,

Homedale Farm.

SOILING AND ROOT GROWING.

Mi. Perles’s agricultural reading lad inlercsted
Lir: among otbier things fn the sypstem of * solilng ™
caile, as it is called. Me was well coavineed hat
on cur ordinary plan of pasturage, @ great deal of
land is wasted aud impoverished.  While ot insen-
sibic to the comfurt Fiddded to farns aniinads by o free
range in the mceadow, he hnew very well that scant
feed at ooctain seasons, exposurce to the noon-day
Llaze of cur burning sun, and otl.er incontcinences,
deirncted much from tbat comfort, and helped to
cqualize the 1ot of cattle left to romm, with that of
those limited to the range of the shied and barn-yard,
but aburndautly fed. Theorctically, hie was well sat-
isfied of the superiority of the soiling method, but
Le saw & great pracacal diffically in the cost of
labuur. e duubted, in sbort, whether it could be
made to pay when stoch was hept in dae proportion
to the size of a furm.  1Te thought, huwever, it was
the part of wisdom to caperiment on a small scale
that he might Lietter judge how it was likely to wotk.
Nui geding on to lus place very carly in the scason,
and finding it duflicalt to put every desirable thing
operation at once, ke did ot s0w any spring vetches.
a crop e wonld have resorted to for early soiling,—
but made Lis first teial with Indian corn. e
thoroughly plaughed and cultivated rather more than
an acee of latd adjuining the barn wnd eattlo sheds,
gave it a dressing of plaster, and sowed it broad-cast
with dent or horic-tooth corn, the begiuning of June.
Though this large variety of corn will not ripenin
our climale, he saw no reason why it should not
make a rank, thick growth of green furage. The ro-
gult more than cqualled his expectation. It sprung
up aud grew with sarprising rapidity.. Dy tho middle
of July, there was a good cutting of juicy food, and
the two milch cows, Brindle and Bess, got the benefit

of it. They had a2 ran during thoe day in a pieco of pas-
turage consisting of « few acres of rather neglected
land, ou which there was quite & growth of scrub-oaks
and bushes of various kinds. Mr. Perloy meant
sometime to grub, plough, and reclaim it, but mean.
while it answered n very useful purpose os a wild
pasture lot.  Lvery civening the cows wero brought
up and yarded untit morning. When the green cora
forage was tall enough to begia to feed it out, the
cows weore supplicd with it, at first sparingly, but at
length, bhountifally. The young folks were ablo to
take this job in hand. Charles felt himeelf man
cnough to mow down the green corn with a light
seytife, while Lucy and Georgy thought it nice fun
to gather up the stalks and feed them to the cows.
They were repaid by the manifest delight of the crea-
tures, and Ly the increased quantlity of milk they
gave in cousequence of getting such liberal supplies
of juicy foud. As tiie summer wore on, the corn made
a prodigious growth. It shot up thin and epindling
to the keight of 8 or 10 feet, aad was the admiratio:
of all beholders, The children were fond of playing
Lide-and-seek in it though it must be confessed it
sort of thing resnited 3 some mischief in the way o
tecading dowa stalks here and there. Brindle and
Bess were unable to devour the mass of green feed
yivlded by the broadeast corn pateh, and as the pas-
ture grew bare toward the cnd of the summer, the
hurses and other stock had many a nice tovtbsome
meal from it. Onthe whele, the little expevimens
was & very satisfactory one, and showed what miglt
be done un alarger scale.  Mr. P'erley resolved never
to be without a reserve of green fodder, even thougi
uecessity compelled him to adopt in a meas.re the
ordinary plaa of pasturing. By means of clover,
vetches, and corn, hie felt save hio conld greatly help
the spring and summer support of his animals, and
cconomize the occupancy of grass land.  Ile was
especially pleased with thegreen corn crop, and ofte:.
eapressed his wonder that farmers did not make
greater use of it as a veserve supply, especiaily .
such times of deficiency in the grass yield, as now
and then a, ¢ sure to come through drought aud other
causes.

As 2 matier of course Mr. Perley sowed a good
breadih of turnips. e was a thorough conver: to
that systemn of huasbandry which grows rvot crops,
fattens cattle, and makes piles of manure. To kis
regret hie coulld only devote six acres® to turnips the
it your of his operations at Homedale. DBut some
of bis neighbours thought him crazy to take so much
land fur a turnip patch. * IHe bad no stock hardly,
how could he consmme o many ruta-bagus? Did
Lie thiek it would pay to haul them to Brantford and
gell them for 8 or 10 cents a bushel? Conld he rea-
sonably expeet to market all he would grow if he got
a good yield 2 Thus they queried, while Mr. Perley
quictly hopt bis own counsel, intending beforo next
spring to prove the wisdom of his method of proce-
dure.  His plan was to wait and sce how his turaips
were guiag to yicld, and then embrace opportunitics
uf Luy ing some cattlo and shicep at reasonable prices
so as tu have sufficient stuck to consume his root crop,
and turn it into meat and wmanure. He knew that
every anhmmnn there were auction sales of surplus
stueh Uy farmers whio wero not well cnough posted in
their business to fat up their spare animals, and he
believed he should have no dificulty in buying up
at twelve montbs’ credit if ho desired it, all the sheep
and cattle required to consumeo bis straw, and tur-
nips. The vision of a huge manuro heap danced be-
forc his cyc3 as Le revolved thispart of bis plans, and
Le saw his farm in prospect not only yielding fine
crop3, but increasing in fertility from year to year.

The children wade themselves useful in puiting in
and caring for the turnip crop. Charles insisted on
working the seed drill, to which he had hecome some-
what used in the spring sowing of the kitchen garden.
o said it waslike playlug with a toy wheclbarrow.
But he found it no child's play to wheel it over drills

of nsix acre turnip patch, and was glad enough to



