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average of over £100 apiece, and in one of parents. During the past winter Lord Dun-
which a roan yearling heifer of pure Booth more, who within the last three years has
blood has fetched the remunerative figure of becomo the most spirited of our English
£750. At the moment when, in 1866, Mr. stock raisers, sent an enissary to Canada
Lowo was thundering, in his anti-reform and purchased the two Duchess calves for
speeches, against the perils of dcmocracy 2,500guineas, or, in other words, atthesaine
and the insecurity of property in Australia figure which in 1870 Mr. Cochrane had given
and the United States, one of the Melbourne for their dams. The good wishes of all who
journals quictly quoted the prices fetched at admire pluck wivl accompany these two
Maribyrnong by Mr. Fisher's thoroughbred horned beautices wlen they traverae the
mares and yearlings, and asked whether stormy Atlantic in October noxt, But we
property was insecure or in jeopardy where have said enougli te show that MIr. Blenk-
such figures could be rcalized. Wlen next iron, Sir Lydston N'ewnman, and other breed.
Mr. Martin or Mr. Butt shall tell us that the ers of herses, must look to their averages,
value of Irish property ia declining, it will unless they wish to be left behind in the
be sufficient for Mr. Gladstone merely te race of prices by Booth bulle and Dachess
point te these great sales of cattle in Meath heifers. Australia, the United States and
and Donegal, and te inquire whetherFenian- Canada, no less than Great Britain and Ire.
ism or Nationalism can be making much land, are all entered for the competition race
headway in a country which can exhibit such of short-h.>rn a:quis:tiveness. Nor is it the
figures as Mr. Thornton secured under the least hopeful of augunries for our troubled and
hammer, on the 23rd and 25th of August, erratic sister island, that the animal product
for Mr. Barnes and Mr. Grove. which of all cauntries Ireland is best quali-

Nothing can be more desirable than the fled te raise is daily becoming a greater oh.
widest publicity for two Irish cattle sales, jeot of attraction lm every corner of the
of which the prices have never been sur- civilized globe.-London Teleqraplt.
passed except in England, and which have
rarely been surpassed even in Englanditself Canadian Sheep Brseding.
Just as our thoroughbred horse.dcalers ex-
ultingly point te Mr. Blenkiron's or lier Ma. Twcnty-fivoycars a thelongandmiddle
jesty's average in 1866, se do men learned in went-fice year ao thed and one

the herd-book quote the histcrical sales of woolled-which may be classed under one

short-horns at which Mr. Bates' Duchesses, naine as the mutton breeds of slcep-were

Mr. Booth's Great Commanders, Colonel comparatively unknown in Canada. \early
Tr.ownle's ra Butterlies, avereld all the flocks of sheep thon existing mu the
Townley's Royal Butterfiies, have rezieiad country werc Merinoes and tiheir grades,
fabulous figures. To show how rapid has originally introdiced - fron the Atlantic
been the rise in the value of short-horns, it States. Our woollen manufacturera were
will suffice te state that Mr. Bates died in ten confinc p ialy t ors hoe

IS50,~ ~ ~ .n htbssok it-ih nnm then confined principalfly to coarse homne.
1850, and that his stock. sixty-eight in num- inade cloths and flaniels, then suitable to
ber, fetched an average of £67 per head. the requireents et a ew country-
The principal purchaser at the Kirkleving- Tho South-Down, if I recolleot rightly,
ton sale was the late Lord Ducie, who him- the Sothown, if I recollee i y
self died in 1853, whon his hord of sixty-two was te first t the class of mnutton breed 1n-
head brought an average of £151 apiece. treducd, but as a pure breed, did not prove
This high figure was principally due te the succeCsul. This was partly owing te their
competition of our Transatlantie kinsmen, vant of hardiness; but mainly, we think, to
who have since astonished us by the magni- the fact that ncarly all the stock imported

ficent sums at which they acqaire "lDuchess came froin the saine flock or strain of blood,

blood." But the two champion Bales of high- and but little or no fresli blood being intro-

bom cattle in England took place in 1867 ducod fron tine te tine, they were too closcly
and during the present year. In 1867 the bred, and lacked in staminia and constitu-

stock of Mr. Bette, at Preston Hall, in Kent, tien. The crossing of South-Down rams upon
brought an average of £180 for sixty-three Merino ewes, however, proved advantageous,
head; and, upon the death of Mr. Eastwood, and many farners laid the foutdation of im-

fl l- b b i dA
his fifteen head of cactle fetched, in Lanca, pr in theWI ou *s y uUnait

shire, more than £181 apiece. It using such South-Down rains as were of-

bas, however, licou reserved for an Eng- fered for sale by those who bred then. When

lish nobleman and a Canadian millionaire the Leicesters came, a little later, thuy were

te electrify us by the magnitude of the suma at once taken into favouir, and the improve-

which they have net scrupled te give for the ment begun carried still furtier through
blood of Booth or of Bates. In 1870 Mr. thom.
Cochrane, et Montreal, gave te Captain Gun- The first Leicesters imported were of the
ter, of Weatherby, no less than 2.g00 gui- Bakewell type, small, compact, of fine forn,
neas for a couple of Duchess heif ers. The -with little offal, quick feeders, coming early
two precious animals were conveyed across to maturity; giving fine, evll-flavoured meat,
the Atlantic waste of waters te Canada, upon carcases averaging 100 te 120 pounds
where they gave birth te two heifer calves, each wlien dressed, at 12 te 18 months old.
which are destined in October next te find The success of the Leicesters, both as a pure
their way back again te the home of their brecd and as an improver of the thon ex-

isting flocks of short woolled shcep, proved
se entire and signal that nany of the botter
class of fariners sent te England for stock
fron time te timte, and theso importations
being kept up, and coming froi breeders at
dilforent points, whose stock, though pure,
were not closcly related, as vas the case with
the South-Dowins, and the evils of too closo
breeding, being then understood, vere
avoided.

The Leicester blood thus bccamc geier-
ally disseiiiated throughî the flocks of the
better elass of farmers, those who kepit te
the pure bloodci, kceping up the stainia of
their flncks cither by fresh importations or
the e'ehanging of rams withose Who had
a different strain of the sane breetl fron
their own. The flceces, however, of these
Leicesters of the Bakewell type w cre o-
jeetionable in beihg ton open, and tather in-
elinied te be coarse and too brittle for a
combing ivool. The fault was not apparent
in the sheep bred fron a cross of Luicester
rains uion the then exiting flocks. Se
strongly did the Leicestor blood tell tipon
these that the sheep of the third cross were
nearly equal te the Leicesters as mutton
Jheep, vith the advantage of carrying botter.
floccos.

As the fashion in England grew for larger
sheep with botter fleeces than Bakewell
cared for, our breeders who inported from
thence lad larger and hteavier rais sent out
each succeeding year, till at the present day
the short-legged, compact, fine boned, but
coarse wooled Bakewell Leicester is rarcly te.
be met with

Wlhile the breed lias gained in size, flecce
and hardiness, it lias lest soimîewhat in carli-
ness of maturity, quickness of feeding, and,
to a simall extent, perhaps, in quality of
iicat.

At the present day it is rare to meet with
a flock of Ierinoes in Ontario; but among
the poorer class of fariners a sort of englon,
crated brecd lias sprung up, th. result of
crossing the cheap bought, rejected cull rams
of the Leicester breeders, upon the remains,
of the old Merino flocek sold cheap or given
away by the botter class of farmers te make
room for the mutton breeds. These sheepi
kept by the present owners as near te the
starvinig point lu wiater as will just keep life
in thein, are as yet far too common, and
being generally turned out ln sumuner te
wander about the country roads mu scarch of
grass, are apt to give a stranger travelliug
over thein, a ba: opinion of our sheep lins-
bandry.

These shccp have all the bad points of the
Merino, with but little compensating quali-
tics derived from the Leicester cross; and.
being, after the first cross, generally bred in
and in, and the best sold te the butchers,
make about as worthless a class of sheep as.
one can sec anywhere, giving inferior fleeces,
of 2à te 5 pounds, on carcarses of 60 te le00
pounds, the weight depending upon the-
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