B. C. MINING CRITIC.

CARIBOO-CASSIAR TO CLON-*
DYKE.

A maguificent wagon road to Soda
creek, 166 miles from Ashcroft on the
C. P. R, arlver routo on the Frascr,
with the cxcoption of rapid water at
two polnts, viz.,, Cottonwood and Fort
Georgu canyons, to tho upper end of
Steward’s lake, a distance of about 500
miles from Ashcroft. The two canyons
roforred to have been oxamined and
reported on by competont authorities
who say that at low water & few thous-
and dollars will blast out the rocks
and make tho streawmn navigable for or-
dinary steam vessels. 4 appropria-
tlon was once obtained for the purpuse
uut not sufficlent to do the work prop-
erly, although the stoamer Charlotte
wiil, It is said, attempt te muko tho trip
as the river now is. By the routc
above mentloned goods could be laid:
down at the upper end of Stuart's lake,
in the heart of a‘rich mining country,
for about 6 cents per pound, which as it
now Is, costs the Wright and Black
companles, near there, about 16 to 20
conts. Above Stewart’s lake is a con-
tinuation of water ways, 1'at-cher river,
Croas lake aad fnto North Tatlak lake
and on up Driftweod river to Fors Con-
nelly. All ¢f these streams and lakes
are navigable for small boats and
could be easily made iuto steamer ways.
Fort -Connélly ‘Is about 225 miles from
Telegraph creek, whore the proposed
rallroad will run to ‘Peslin lake aud
down Teslin ‘lake to Clondyke. - The
route from Fori Condeélly io. Telegraph
creek I8 through a serles of plateaus
well covered with grass, and roads and
trails can be easily inade. The entire
route fromi' Ashcroft to the Clondyke
can be easily tarvelled with pack ani-
mals and good feed for them the ecn-
tro distance.  The total distance to go
in by way of the line indicated would
be about 1,000 miles from Ashcroft and
the most of the way good time could bo
made. It is through the best mineral
country in the world and it is fair to
expect that as rich pay will be taken
out of the as yet unproSpected crocks
of Cariboo'and Cassiaras hias:dver been
found In the Yukon.. Whht is urgently
needed is an appropristion from the
Dominlon Government to open up the
Fraser to navigation and to make tralls
"and roads. In this Iatter the Provinclal
_government woilld no doubt assist large.
i1y, 'The telegraph line'should be extend-
i ed from Barkerville or'Quesnelle to the
Interlor to connect the new:mines with
the outside world, The fact that with-
In thoe last few days enquiries bave been
made as to the distance, etc., via the
route Indicated goes to show that there
Isatleast a chance ‘that the telegraph
line which will ‘bé biuilt Within .8 yeay
wili'be the contiduation of (ke Barker-
ville lina. fro; [C"ﬂbod"

The medbe

appropriations for the opening of the
country to navigation and pack teams.
Should the Ynkon reports continue as
favorable ax now seems to be the ease
thoro will bo waork for many thousands
of men in the Clondyke, and if so there
will be tens of thousands who will visit
that countey next spring who will not
make @ stake o the porthern country
and will dreift south,  Cassiar, Om: sca
and Cutrtbao whl faie well In the general
shaking up that, Lum the present ont-
look, w quarter of « million op more will
give the Northwost within a year.

THE ROUTE TO KLONDYKE.

fCommuntented.)

The all-ubzorbing topic now ocenpymg
the attontlon of merchants and miners
Is an all-Canadian route to Klondylke.
This movement iz certainly a  worthy
one, for.the rush to the Yukon and trib-
utaries has set fn and will undoubtediy
continue for a fow years at least, It is
unfortunate taat the Provineal ferssia-
ture saw fit to refuse a graut for whav a
rallway corporaciun agitated @ year
hence. ad the railway from the coast
fnto tho northern Interfor been undor
construction the problem of an all-Ca-
cadian route to Klondyke would now
have been comparatively easy.  ‘I'he
lekes and tributarics of the Yulon
stroteh far into the futerfor, and the 1ich
strikes on the Klondyke are evidently
nothiug but the continuation of what
was forty years ago discoverced on the
Fraser river and in Caribvo, llad the
Governmont, therefore, scen fit tu ala 10
the construction of a railway into those
northern regions and tapped the gotden
bars of Casslar, Lillouet,Caribuo andl’cace
rivor districts, we would not now have lost
alurge proportion of the Yukon trade,nor
would we have been puzzled over an all-
Caunadian route to Klondyke, for wagon
roads and portages could have, witn
comparatively little expense, been con-
structed and the coast cities of British
Columbia have obtained the million dol-
lars alroady spent in vutlitting expedi-
tious, which have goue to the morchants
to the south of us.

It v, however, foolish to c¢ry over
spilled milk.  We have surely been
awakened from our apathy i regard to
the marveloasly rich regions extending
through Lillooet, Cassiar, Caribvo and
Peace rivers, and fncluding the Golden
Cashe, Cariboo aud Klond/ke claims.
Would it not be well, therefore to recon-
sider that refusal to help develope the
northern portion of our Provinee. If
those interested in mines and tho vari-
ous Boards of Trade would agitate in
concert this most necessary undertaking,
not only would we have an all-Canadian
route to Klondyke and Stewart rivers,
with an accompanying rush of trade,
but wo would also have the richest por-
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Usion Steamship Co., of BC,, Lid
Head Ofdce and Wharf

VLNCOUVER, B.C.

Noxrthern Settlements—S8. Comox »' s
from Company's Wharf every ‘Toes-ay
ALY A w tor, Bowen istimd, ewe
Sound. Sechelt. Jervis Inlet, Proeek, ‘Foy-
adv bt Land, Hernando  Ishiad.
Cortes Islaud, Rend Island, Valdez Istind
Shonl Bay Philiips Avm, Prederich A1,
Thuitow Istand, foughborough  Inlate
Salmon River, Port Nevilie, and sails
cvery ciiday ut 3 pom. for \vnly ports and
Shoat Bay, calilng a2 Bute Inletevery ~ix
weehs.

Rivers Iulet and Naas River—SS. Coqust~
Iam <ails on Sth ana22nd of ciach month
and will prosect toany parvof the Coust
shot*d inducements oier,

Moodyville nnd North Vancouver Ferry- -

eaves Moadyville: S, 0:15, 10:15 12, noo ».
2 wl B B p,me Loeaves Vancouvor :

85, I L2, 135 pm., L5, 515 und 6 S .
Calltuz at North Vancouver cach wa .
oxeepting the noon trip.

Preight Stoomery--SK. Captlano and 8. S,
Coquitiam. capucily 0 tons, D.W.

Tugs and Icows alwasavailable for towh g

. and fretrhting business. Lurgo stornve




