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i ua y',ing lrood is to be brouglt up by hand
the use-of a little milk nnd a small quantity of the
yoik -f a hard boiled egg are necessary as a mub-
etitute for the secretions of the parental.crop. For
iand reared birds the food mustbbe always warn,
and should be administered once an hour from
dawn to dusk.

The lest implement for feeding with is not the
time-ionored quili, but a pair of tweezurs milde
after the pattern GA' a birds' bill, with whieb the
operation can bu inost satisfactorily .performed.-
V. T. GaSENE, F. Z. S., in Poultry, Eng.

Our Englisl'Correspondent'

Sir,-The New Year lias orned with what is,
to oltr birds at all events, the most distressing
weather. W have scarcely' had a niglt's frot.tIis
year, but what is, even for England, a inost extra-
ordinary continnance of showery weather, accom-
panied by a danp ieat: thermonieter at 350 to
440 out of doors ail night. - We are at our wits
end to keep> the birds dry and the lofts ventilated
at the same timte, and still more to keep the liens
from laying too sion. We sigh in vain for a few
sharp frosts, which, probably, we shal be eqnally
disgusted to sec wleun they cone, as most likely
they will in April or May, and spoil severil batches
of eggs and squabs. The rougih weather we ex-

perienced last month (which is said to have sur-
passing in violence and duration any gaie we have
had for m.tuy years) made sad havoc among some
of the more exposed poultry buildings.

The New Year lias algo witn ssed a fresh depar-
ture in the mode of selecting judges. Capt. Nor-
man Hill, the nost respectel and valu d of our
Pouter jlges, was so insulted by the letters of a
disappointed exhibitor at the Crystai Palace show
of 1882 that le said lie would not again accept the
office of judge, untl.ss chosen by the votes of the
exhibitors. As none of the shows wonî'd try the
plan of election, one was started at Liverpool
which took up the idea most thoroughly, but the
issue was a conpl -te failure; very few exhibitors
cared to ent"r without knowing who was to adju-
dicate on their exhibits. Tthrce of the judges
elected were gentlemen who have for yenrs boeen
nost prominent in this capacity, while the fourth
was a novice, who all agreed was quite in the
wrorg place as judge. The idea 'of election is
not only too utopian to work well in Englar.d, but
t is :mne f-cesay.f the system now generally

adopted of announcing the judges names before
enitries close works as well as anything is' likely
to do in this sublunary sphere, where 'the bbst; of
us are fallible. If those appôinted do not please
exhibitiors they need not enter, -and the matter
must soon balance itself. The 'obnoxious judges
are one after aaother being shouldered out, and
they are few and far between now. Committees
are sure to look to their own interests,-and- will
only appoint judges whose names will draw en-,
tries, that is, of course, on-ly those who are knwwn
to be strwi'kt.

The Pouter fancy has been in a ferment for some
tin, past on tle, question of plucking. T-his has
always- been allowed to be admissable -to a certain
extent (that is to saj, so lony as the.feathers

The pigeons at this show were few, bu.t cage
birds was a large and good exhibit, including some
fine Belgians an Scotch Fancy, alsf some Linnet
and Gold Finch mules of good color and .tyle.
Germaîsn Canaries were also strong.

We would like to have seen more native birds
there. When we have so many of handsome plu-
mge, and good songsters, ve would like to see
them better represented

• The attraction the pet stock proved during the
show should make it clear to managers of shows
that it would be most advantageous to them to'
open.theirc lists to cage birds and other pet.stock.
-Wre hope to sce a much larger display -in this de-,
.patrtment at Seaforth next year. They have the4
right class of .men there to push the thing forward.
The .committee deserve the support of all inturest-
ed for their efforts i.n trying to make this a promi-
nent:feature-of -their.show,

A Light Brahnia hen, one year old, owned by' H.
F. Allirig, Newark, -N. J., last week laid an egt
which weighed:eight ounces, and measired- eight
and six-and-a-half incises in circumference .

abstracted did lnot leave a visble sign of their
absence, wh cli limitation necessarily prevented
any . wholesal.- pluekings. The Ponter bas so
many sucli difficult poits that nîarning luis to
lake a very subordinate position, and the Pouter
vbich c'ait be shown in Our 6trong conpetitions

in England vithou'îît losing sonie feathérs (of-
ten not more thanii ten or twelve) has yet to
be bred. Previous to the Crystal Palace show
of 1882, Mr. VoIrhman, a London fancier,
wrote .everail letteris ta the papers ccondeming the
practice, and abiising the \vhoJe finey as rogues or
wor4u. 'rThe only reason thnt could bu assigned
for, his so doing iit the tite was tiat ie hoped tû
deter many brueders froin exhibiting, ad so ,in-
crease lis owun chancQ of success, for a cup ut flie
Palace is a covetd honor and one which, bi-sides
the distinction, brings mulîci pecnniary benefit to
the lucky winner. To the surprise of ýiùst of u;s,
thougli the trimniing was as extensive as ever, our
wou d-he censor had not pluck encughi toi iudge auy
protests, but turned hiisslpeen on that too conmon
butt of diseqnt nted exhibitois, the. jnîdge, which
lis cos! the Pouiter finey the most; trusted and
respected judges on the list. ,it most strange to
relate, at the Palace show in 1883 the most fl"g-
rant cas..s of trimîming we're observable in Mr.
Volehman's exhibits, while a yellow cock of his
which was awarded a fir'sr priz -, was recognized
on t lie last day of the show by the former owner,
.Mr. Pratt, of Birmingisnm, who stated .thap the
bird when in his posse-ssion wats mar.ked only on
one wing and was very foul on thighs; at-the Pal-
are show it was narkvd on both wings and nearly
clean on the thighs. Unfortunust.ly itwas toolate
to Jay a protest asgainst it, so the only course for
Mr. Pratt wvas to expose the fraud in tho papers,
for thongh plucking is allowed to.a certain extent,
the bird wea cer/'inlt over trirnned, and an inîse'r-
tion of feathers has been considered an unpardon-
able offence.

I hope next month to notice a few of the prices
latAly realized for first-class pigeons in England.

OLLUF.
England, Feb. 6tb, 1884.

Huron P. & P. S. Association.
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