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If« young hrood is to be brought up by hand
the uso-of o little milk and & »mall quantity of the
yotk ~f a hard boiled egyr are necessary ns a *ub-
stitute for the secretions of the parental.crop. For
hand reared dirds the food must.be always warm,
and should be administered once an hour from
dawn to dusk,

The best xm,ﬂc -ment for fwdmg with is not the
time-honored quill but a pair of tweezors made
after the pattern 6f o birds' Lill, with which the
operation can be most musfacwnl) performed.—
W. T. Grzexg, F. Z. 8., in Poultry, Eng.

—_— .
Our English'Correspondent.

———

Sir,~The New Yeat has opened with what is,
to onr birds at all events, the most distresning
weather.  We havescarcely had a night's frost this
year, but what is, even for England, a most extra-
ordinary continnance of showery weather, tecom-
pinied by a damp heat: thermometer at 35° to
44° out of doors all night." We are at our wits
end to keep the birds dry and the lofts ventilated
at the same time, and still more to keep the hens
from laying too snon. We sigh in vain for & few
sharp frosts, which, probably, we shall be cqually
disgusted to see when they come, as most likely
they will in April or May, and spoil several batches
of cggs and squals. The rough weather we ex-
perienced last month (which is said to have sur-
passing in violence and duration any gale we have
had for many years) made sad havoc among some
of the more exposed poultry buildings.

The New Year has algo witn -gsd a fresh depar-
ture in the mode of selecting judges. Capt. Nor-
man Hill, the most respected and valu d of our
Pouter Jmlgcs, was s¢ insulted by the letters of a

disappointed exhibitor at the Crystai Palace show

of 1882 that he said he would not again accept the
office of judge, unless chosen by the votes of the
exhibitors. ASs none of the shows wou'd try the
plan of clection, one was started at Liverpool
which took up the iden most thoroughly, but the
issue was a compl -te failure; very few exhibitors
cared to enter without knowing who was to adju-
dicate on their exhibits. Three of the judges
elected were gentlemen who have for years heen
most prominent in this capacity, while the fourth
was & novice, who all agreed was quite in the
wrong place asgudge. The ideaof election is
not only too utopian to work well in Englac.d, but
it is unnceeswry, for the eystem now gcneml!y
adopted of annmmcmg the Judgl‘h names before
cutries close works as well a3 anything is' likely | -
to do in this sublunary sphere, where the best of
us ave fallible. If those appointed do not pledse
exhibitiors they need not enter,-and the matter
must soon balance itself. The obnoxious judges |-
are one after aaother b:ing shouldered out, and
they are few and far between now. Committees
are sure to look to their own interests,:and . will
only appoint judges whose names will draw en-
trics, that is, of course, only those who are lm,own
to he s{mu/ht . H

The Pouter fancy hasbeenin a fcrmcnt for some
tim- past on the question of plucking. This has
always-been allowed to be admissable:to a certajn
extent (that is to say, so long as the. feathers
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abatracted did not leave a vistble sign of their
absence, wh ¢h limitation necessarily prevented
any . wholcbal plm.kmm. The I’ont&.r bas so
wany such difficult points that murking has to
fake'n very subordinate position, and the Pouter
which can be shown in our strong competitions
in Englund without losing some feathérs (of-
ten not more than ten or twelve) has yeb to
be bred. Previous to the Crystal Palace show
of 1882, Mr. Volchman, a London fancier,
wrote ,s&.Vt'ml lettevs to the pupers condeming the
practice, and abusing the whole fancy a8 rogues or
worge. 'The only reason thot could be assigned
for. his so duime at the time was that he hoped to
deter many breeders from exhibiting, and so .in-
crense his'own chance of suceess, for a cup at the
Palace is a covetrd honor and one Whlch, besides
the distinetion, brings mnch pwnnmr) benefit to
the lucky winner. T'o the surprise of must of us,
though the trimming was as extensivens  ever, our
wou d-he censor had not pluck cnvigii tv judge any
pmtuw but turned hisslpeen on that too common

butt of discont nted «xhibitors, the jndge, which
has cost the Poyter finey the most trusted and
respected judges om the Tist.  But most strange to
relute, at the Palace show in 1883 the most flag-
rant cas-s of trimming were observable in Mr.
Volchman’s exhibits, while a ycllow cock of his
which was awarded o first priz:, was recognized
on the Inst day of the shaw by the former owner,
Mr. Pratt, of Birmingham, who stated that the-
bird whcn in hix possession was marked only on
one wing and was very foul on thighs; at: the Pal-"
ace show it was marked on both wiugs and neatly
clean on the thighs, Unfortunptely it was too late
to Jay a protest against it, so the only course for
Mr. Pratt was to expose the fraud in the papers,”’
for though plucking is allowed to.a certain extent,
the bird wax certainly over trimmed, and an inser-
tion of fenthers has Lren considered an unpardon-
able offence.

I hope next month to notice a few of the prices
lat: 1y realized for first-class pigvons in England.

OLLUF.
England, Feb. 6th, 1884.
—

Huron P. & P. 8. Association.

The pigeons at this show were few, but cage
birds was a large and good exhibit, including some
fine Belgians and Scotch Fancy, als: some Linnet
and Gold Finch mules of good color and .tyle.
German Canaries were also strong.

We would like to have seen more native birds
there, When we have s0 many of handsome plu-
mage, and good songsters, we would like to see
them better represented

-The attraction the pet stock proved durmg the
show should make it ciear to managers of shows*®
that it would be most advantagcous to them to’
open. theie lists to cage birds and other pet stock.

‘We hope to see a much latger display in this de--
partment at Serforth next year. They have the*
rigbt class of men there to push the thing forward."
The committee deserve the support of all mtereuf
ed for their efforts in trying to make this a proml-
nent:feature-of their.shaw, .

T U SER I, o

‘A Light Brahnia hen, one year old, owncd by-H,*
F. Alling, Newark, N, J., last week laid an eggt
which weighed eight ounces, and measuved eight
and six-and-a-balf inches in circumference:+-ex ¢




